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I have had the pleasure of knowing Stan Zimmerman for about
five years, but it seems we have known each other much longer
than that. Sometimes you meet people with whom you have an
instant connection, and you feel they have been part of your lives
far longer than they actually have.
Stan had been covering Sarasota County for several months
when I “traded places,” as I like to say, with longtime Pelican
Press Editor Anne Johnson in May 2008. (Instead of retiring, as
she had every right to do, Anne was eager to stay on part-time as
associate editor; I do not know what I would have done without
her.)
I learned early on that Stan is a jewel of a journalist. He always
makes deadline, he always keeps me updated on any changes
regarding the stories he plans to turn in each
week and he has an incredible store of knowledge about this community. When we started
the News Leader, we could think of no better
person to cover Sarasota City Government.
Fortunately, he was willing to do that.
No matter what is going on in the city, we trust
Stan’s take on things above the reports of all
others. The institutional knowledge he has is
too rare a thing these days, with veteran journalists having been “downsized” everywhere.
Only when you have been in a community a
long time, as he has — and taken in all the
comings and goings with a discerning eye
— can you truly understand the new news
as it happens.
Although news publications as a practice
do not tout the gifts of their staff members,
I am pleased to utilize this space from time
to time to do so. A publication is its staff.
Without ours, how would you know what
is really going on?

Editor and Publisher
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FULL-COURT PRESS
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS STEP UP THEIR OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED
SARASOTA 2050 OVERHAUL
By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor
Opposition to developer-proposed changes to
Sarasota County’s 2050 plan may have been
minimal so far, but environmental groups and
their allies are making a big push to educate
their members and press the County Commission to keep the land-use program intact.

the time or patience to read 73-page land-use
planning documents.

But those 73 pages are important: They lay
out a series of rules intended to encourage
village-style neighborhood development instead of urban sprawl. Those regulations have
Linda Jones, the chairwoman of the Mana- been under attack by developers, who say
they are so restrictive
tee-Sarasota Sierra
that instead of producClub, says even her
highly engaged memThe way they’re worded, they’re ing smart growth, they
bers do not know the getting rid of everything. That’s what the have led to no growth.
While more than 7,000
ins and outs of 2050, developers are trying to do.
new units have been
and that it is a chalapproved under 2050
Linda Jones
lenge to inform them.
Chairwoman
guidelines in the deThat makes sense.
Manatee-Sarasota Sierra Club
cade since the plan
Not many people have
A partner with the county in the promotion of the Celery Fields as a tourist destination east of
Sarasota, the Sarasota Audubon Society also is taking a stand against pro-development changes to
the 2050 plan. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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The Manatee-Sarasota Sierra Club website offers a two-page statement about its opposition to
changes to the Sarasota 2050 plan. Image courtesy Manatee-Sarasota Sierra Club
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was first implemented, only one new project, es so those bodies of water count toward
Neal Communities’ Grand Palm, has launched. preservation minimums. That is just one example of how the proposals might significantLast fall, in a series of meetings with county ly degrade 2050, Jones says. “The way they’re
staffers, developers submitted 38 proposed worded, they’re getting rid of everything,” she
changes to 2050, changes that opponents ar- says. “That’s what the developers are trying
gue would eviscerate the plan.
to do.”
Jones says it is “hard getting the word out” The Sarasota Audubon Society is also officialabout how important it is to protect 2050, but ly opposed to any changes. The board passed
she is trying. The Sierra Club is putting a state- a resolution recommending that the county
ment about the issue on the front page of its leave the plan alone. Conservation Chairman
newsletter.
Wade Matthews says Audubon does not have a
A slightly different version of that newsletter piece appears on the Sierra Club website,
and it unsurprisingly frets about the changes’
potential consequences for the environment:
“Sarasota’s beautiful natural habitat and open
spaces are integral to our high quality of life
and we must protect them for economic and
aesthetic reasons. The proposed changes have
an enormous price tag in terms of fiscal costs,
environmental degradation, air pollution, and
loss of wildlife habitat.”
The Sierra Club
calls on the county to, among other
things, retain all of
2050’s open space
stipulations and to
“not allow lakes or
developed spaces
such as golf courses to be used to
meet these requirements.”
One of the developers’ 38 recommendations is to allow
them to classify
lakes as open spac-

problem with minor tweaks that may be needed to fix technical flaws in the plan. “If there
are some little twitches that don’t change anything substantive, we would consider them,”
he adds.

But that is not what is on the table, he argues.
In a piece he wrote for his group’s newsletter, he says the 38 modifications would “gut
Sarasota 2050,” and that builders want to “return to their old practice of getting the County
Commission to allow exceptions to
the Comprehensive Plan for almost any piece of
sprawl they want
to build.”

The Sarasota 2050 plan includes numerous definitions relative to provisions for development and
open spaces. Image courtesy Sarasota County

The article calls
on Audubon members to attend the
c o u n t y ’s o p e n
house events on
the 2050 debate
— the second of
which will be held
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
next Wednesday,
March 20, at Twin
Lakes Park.
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Matthews says that taken as a whole, the proposed changes would lead to “greater density, less green space, narrower corridors and
buffers,” as well as a host of other problems:
“fewer mixed neighborhoods, less fiscal neutrality, wider roads, less verification of compliance” and more.
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think there’s a decent chance to fight these, a
quite decent chance.”
Lourdes Ramirez, president of the Sarasota
County Council of Neighborhood Associations, feels the same way. Ramirez attached
her name to the counter-proposal to strengthen 2050 and is working to publicize the issue.

With all that in mind, Matthews this week “I talked to several of my members during
signed onto an alternative set of 22 2050 rec- our neighborhood expo,” she tells the News
Leader, “and they have a general idea of what
ommendations, each
it’s all about. ‘They’re
intended to strengthtalking about developen the plan. One recI don’t think this is a done deal by ment east of 75 and urommendation, for
example, would “de- any means. I think there’s a decent ban sprawl — got it.’”
But they’re not diving
crease the maximum chance to fight these [changes], a quite
deep into planning
density from five units decent chance.
jargon. “We’re relying
of developed [acre] to
Wade Matthews
on you to get into the
four, with the existing
Conservation Chairman
nitty-gritty,” they told
Sarasota
Audubon
Society
bonus of one unit per
Ramirez.
acre for additional affordable housing.” The document claims such So while your average Sarasotan may not
a move would “reduce the excessive impact of grasp the nuances of how to properly dictate
the urban developments in rural lands.”
buffer sizes, Ramirez says people are able to
understand what is at stake, and she thinks
A team of folks concerned about the devel- that will make a difference.
opers’ 2050 proposals — including Matthews
and Jones — met with county staff last week “I’m optimistic; I really am,” she says. “I’m
to discuss their opposition. Jones says the not happy with the County Commission at all,
employees were responsive. One particular and I know you can’t control what they think,
objection was simple: the formatting of the but when they see the opposition they will be
list of proposed changes. Jones points out the pretty surprised.”
document does not make clear which devel- Catch the final Sarasota 2050 open house
opers were consulted, or that the suggestions 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 20;
did not come from the county’s Planning and Green Building Conference Room, Twin
Development Services department.
Lakes Park, 6700 Clark Road, Sarasota.
While some fighting the 2050 changes are pessimistic about their odds, Matthews believes
the changes can be defeated. “I don’t think
this is a done deal by any means,” he says. “I

To join the county’s Planning and Development Services email mailing list for updates
about 2050, send your contact information
to planner@scgov.net. %
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COUNTY EYES DOWNTOWN PLANS
The old Sarasota Police Department headquarters on Ringling Boulevard was demolished in the
spring of 2012. Photo by Norman Schimmel

THE COUNTY COMMISSION NEXT WEEK WILL REVISIT A 2003
AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY REGARDING FUTURE PROPERTY NEEDS
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
In the summer of 2003, Sarasota County lev- giveaway was set in stone on July 15, 2003
eled an ultimatum to the City of Sarasota: with a memorandum of understanding (MOU).
“Give us what we want, or we’re pulling out.”
“The county agrees to satisfy its facilities masFaced with the prospect of losing the county ter plan for Court and Administration needs
seat, the Sarasota city commissioners capitu- within the downtown judicial complex area,
lated.
and the City agrees
to provide the county
The decision cost the
I like to say demographics are with the police faciliresidents of the city
ty site ready to build,”
at least $30 million in destiny. We’re starting to grow again. And
the document says.
bonds to build a new despite what some people say, government
police headquarters, is going to have to get bigger, too.
It is a sore that has
because the county
not totally healed, and
Randall Reid
Administrator
wanted the land under
next week the County
Sarasota County
the old building. The
Commission will hold
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a discussion about its future space needs in already planning on how to use the money
the city. Meanwhile, the old police station site after 2016, when the tax increment financing
lies fallow, a reminder every day of the tactics scheme stops.
of former County Administrator Jim Ley.
The decade-old MOU also puts the city on the
hook for $4 million “to participate in financing
shared parking to support the expanded court
facilities, the City’s Payne Park and vicinity
needs, providing up to 300 additional spaces
but not to exceed $4,000,000.”

REVISITING THE ISSUE

Only 10 years have elapsed since then-Mayor
Lou Ann Palmer says she reluctantly signed
the MOU. But most of the major players are
gone from the stage. So when city and county
staffers sat down on March 7 to look at the
county’s downtown space needs, there was
The document provided a certain date to ter- no institutional memory at the table.
minate the city’s Community Redevelopment
Agency and its tax-increment financing dis- County Administrator Randall Reid informed
trict in 2016. The so-called TIF district has the county commissioners of the meeting by
allowed the city to pour millions into improv- email. “The meeting confirmed the historic deing the downtown area. The county staff is sire to keep Sarasota government in the down-

The new Sarasota Police Department is located on Adams Lane, near the courthouse complex in
downtown Sarasota. Photo by Norman Schimmel
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town, but many of the 2003 issues in the MOU
remain unresolved or may no longer even be
felt timely,” he wrote. “A second meeting is
being set up to further discuss the unresolved
items and alignment of existing and future efforts,” he added.
Later Reid and City Manager Tom Barwin took
a stroll through downtown together, looking
at ways to heal an old wound. “We’re both new
here,” said Reid. “And there’s not a lot of staff
that were here at the time. As a new manager,
I’m trying to determine our status.”
The county commissioners on Wednesday,
March 20, will hear a staff presentation on the
county’s space needs downtown for the next
30 years. And they may consider a city plea to
extend the TIF plan for another 30 years.

DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE BUILDING
An old proposal to build a hotel on the parking
lot at Washington Boulevard and Main Street
is coming back in this context as well. The
MOU gave the “air rights” over the parking
lot to the city until 2018. So any hotel on that
property would need county approval for the
land deal, and possibly city approval for the
“air rights.”

County Administrator Randall Reid/File photo

Unlike his predecessor, Ley, Reid says he is a
fan of county seats in cities. He comes from
the county administrator’s position in Alachua County, where the seat is in Gainesville.
During the Wednesday meeting, he said, “I’ll
City Attorney Bob Fournier says the “air rights demonstrate we can have most of our neceswere never memorialized” beyond the MOU. sary facilities downtown. We’re looking at a
“Do they start one inch off the ground?” he 30-year window.”
asked.
Reid noted that virtually all government buildHowever, the city would need to approve any ings are good for more than 30 years, so the
site plan, plus a land-use and zoning change planning horizon for facilities must be at least
that long.
from “Government” to “Downtown Core.”
“The hotel proposal predates me,” said Reid.
“There is a proposed property swap, instead
of selling it for cash, for a building in the Sarasota School of Architecture.”

“I like to say demographics are destiny. We’re
starting to grow again,” he said. “And despite
what some people say, government is going to
have to get bigger, too.” %
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A FLORIDA-FRIENDLY OPTION
O’Leary’s Tiki Bar and Grill on the bayfront in downtown Sarasota is one large chickee. Photo by
Rachel Hackney

THE COUNTY COMMISSION HAS ASKED STAFF ONCE AGAIN TO
RESEARCH THE POTENTIAL FOR USING CHICKEES AS BUS SHELTERS AND
SAVING HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
With staff having told the Sarasota County Barbetta raised the point again during the
Commission the cost of a new Sarasota Coun- commission’s March 5 regular meeting
ty Area Transit (SCAT) bus shelter is about in Venice.
$40,000, CommissionReferring to chickees,
er Joe Barbetta has
asked County AdminWhat could be more Florida than he said, “They can be
istrator Randall Reid a chickee? And what would be better than put up very inexpento put renewed effort getting people out of the weather?
sively, and the permitinto checking out the
ting’s not a problem.”
feasibility of a less exJack Gurney
Former
Member
He understood, he
pensive option: chickTree Advisory Council
added, that the City of
ee huts.
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Sarasota was considering using a couple on to staff about three years ago “and never really got a report back on the feasibility.”
Old Bradenton Road.
During an update about SCAT operations on
Jan. 29, Glama Carter, the system’s manager,
told the board the cost for each new bus shelter would be between $30,000 and $40,000,
with an annual maintenance expense of about
By law, a Miccosukee or Seminole Indian con- $4,000.
tractor can erect the open-air chickees, which
are exempt from local building regulations. “I’m shocked at that,” Barbetta said at the
time.
They are considered historic structures.
A chickee, Barbetta pointed out, “is Florida-friendly [and] there’s nothing that says the
bus shelters have to be the … Plexiglas steelframe shelters that they are.”

One well-known example of such facilities A Feb. 14 memo to the commission from Caris at O’Leary’s Tiki Bar and Grill at Bayfront ter and Isaac Brownman, acting director of
capital projects in the Public Works DepartPark in downtown Sarasota.
ment, noted, “Bus stops require a number
In an interview with The Sarasota News Lead- of improvements associated with their coner, Barbetta said he had referred the initiative struction. Depending on the characteristics

The bar at O’Leary’s Tiki Bar and Grill in Bayfront Park is a chickee. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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of the specific locations (for example, open
vs. closed drainage), the amount or degree
to which these improvements are required
can significantly impact project costs and the
timeline to complete the project.”
One recently constructed group of eight shelters had an average cost of $61,911 per stop,
the memo continued. Those projects “faced
immediate hurdles, [including] right-of-way
acquisition challenges, federal and State project solicitation requirements, and other issues
which increased costs and time beyond what
would be expected for a project this size,” the
memo noted.

Page 19

A BETTER ALTERNATIVE
Barbetta credits Jack Gurney, a former Sarasota mayor and longtime community journalist, with the idea for the chickees at bus shelters.
In an interview with the News Leader, Gurney
said he came up with the idea when he was
serving on the Sarasota Tree Advisory Council about three years ago. That group’s discussions about trees along public rights of way
evolved during one meeting into talk about
the fact “that there are many, many bus stops
that are no more than a stick by the road,”
Gurney pointed out, referring to the signs for
the SCAT stops.

Additionally, they included “substantial sidewalk construction that is not typical with most “Rarely did they provide adequate shelter for
bus stop projects,” the memo said.
people,” Gurney added.

A man waits in a standard Sarasota County Area Transit bus shelter at Westfield Southgate Mall.
Photo by Rachel Hackney

Sarasota News Leader

That was one
reason he felt
the SCAT system never had
gained widespread popularity, he noted.
“You’re trying to
convince people to ride a bus
instead of drive
a car,” he said,
but the lack of
shelters means
they usually
have to stand in
the sun or rain
while they wait
for the bus.

March 15, 2013
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proposal for a
chickee at the
Casey Key Fish
House. It was
a topic he had
covered as a reporter for the
Pelican Press.

A Feb. 14 memo to the County Commission outlines expenses
for recent bus shelters. Image courtesy Sarasota County

He began wondering, he added, “Why can’t
you have a little chickee [at
a bus shelter]?
They’re inexpensive and
easy to maintain.”

Moreover, GurGurney said at
ney said, “People are standing in the dirt and they’re getting the time, he estimated the cost of a chickee
their feet chewed up by ants.”
at $3,000, though that would not include a
poured concrete pad for the floor or handiGurney added that he and a couple of other
cap-accessibility.
Tree Advisory Council members decided to
drive all the way to Naples one day to check During the March 5 County Commission meetout the types of bus shelters erected in other ing, Barbetta pegged the cost per chickee
communities.
shelter in the range of $3,500 to $5,000, “built
“All of them look an awful lot like steel and and installed.” He pointed out that was “a lot
glass,” he pointed out. “People go inside those cheaper” than the $40,000 estimate from staff.
things and they’re just going to cook.”

Gurney noted that a chickee generally needs
Shortly after the group took that road trip, a new thatched roof every six or seven years,
Gurney said, he was in Deland, near Dayto- but the county probably could factor that into
na, when he spotted “really modest … little the overall bid specifications.
wooden shelters” with cross-ventilation.
In fact, he said, the contractor who built the
That brought back to mind, he said, a sto- chickee complex at O’Leary’s weaves new
ry he had written some time earlier about a fronds in on an as-needed basis.
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During the March 5 County Commission
discussion, Commissioner Nora Patterson
responded to Barbetta’s suggestion with the
comment, “Frankly, I think [chickees are] cool
looking.”

to get permission to construct regular bus
shelters on rights of way instead of having to
buy the property. After all, she pointed out,
bus shelters serving businesses are a boost to
the owners.

However, she asked how sturdy they are in
storms. “I gather they don’t just immediately blow away or they’d be less popular, but
it would be nice to get some information on
that,” she added.

“There’s got to be a better way than spending
$40,000,” she added.

Reid said he could do that.
Commission Vice Chairman Charles Hines
concurred with Barbetta that the staff cost estimate for shelters was a surprise. “It’s worth
exploring to see other options that could be
doable,” he agreed.

The chickee “is a cheaper opportunity [and]
we can get ’em up quickly,” Barbetta told the
News Leader on March 12.
“What could be more Florida than a chickee?” Gurney said, “and what would be better
than getting people out of the weather. … The
‘keep-it-simple’ philosophy is obviously the
best.”

One other possibility, Patterson suggested, “We’ll see what happens,” Barbetta told the
was to work with commercial establishments News Leader. %
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For a complimentary consultation call

ENHANCE YOUR SMILE. ENHANCE YOUR LIFE.

Christine Koval, D.M.D. ı Restorative, Cosmetic & Laser Dentistry ı General Dentistry
2477 Stickney Point Road, Suite 216A ı Sarasota, FL ı 941.923.5406 ı www.askdrkoval.com

LAWSUITS AND POTENTIAL SUITS
Downtown noise issues will be back before the City Commission on Monday, March 18. Photo by
Norman Schimmel

THE CITY COMMISSION ON MONDAY IS EXPECTED TO DEAL WITH
REPERCUSSIONS OF CHALLENGES FROM CITIZENS FOR SUNSHINE AND
OPEN THE WAY FOR WALMART LEGAL ACTION
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
One old lawsuit, one new lawsuit and one like- Circuit Judge Lee Haworth agreed, and he enly lawsuit are on the Sarasota City Commis- joined any further meetings of the group.
sion agenda for March 18.
On Monday the City Commission will be asked
The old and new suits are driven by Citizens to formally create a Homeless Advisory Task
for Sunshine, while the likely lawsuit will Force and then decide what aims the group
should pursue. The original goal was “to recome from the Walmart Corp.
duce the number of unsheltered persons livA task force dubbed “The Working Group” ing/sleeping outdoors on public and/or private
was established by City Manager Tom Barwin properties by 50 percent through mobile serto look for quick solutions to homelessness in vice delivery to those homeless willing and
the city. But Citizens for Sunshine filed suit, able to receive available services aimed tocharging the group needed to operate under ward a stable lifestyle and housing and emFlorida’s Public Meetings Laws. 12th Judicial ployment whenever possible.”
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Barwin’s initial proposal called for one fulltime and two part-time caseworkers. Including equipment, benefits and supplies, the tab
would run about $150,000. He appointed Sarasota Police Capt. Paul Sutton to spearhead
the task force’s efforts to seek “immediate
stop-gap solutions, particularly dealing with
substance abuse and mental health issues,”
according to a Nov. 30, 2012 city press release.
A budget amendment later in the evening
of March 18 would allow the city to accept
$100,000 from the Community Foundation of
Sarasota County and add $20,000 from Sarasota County — plus $20,000 from the city’s
coffers — to create the program.
As the city wrestles with resolving the old
Sunshine suit, a new one surfaced Tuesday,
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March 12; it also was filed by Citizens for Sunshine. It alleges the scoring and ranking of the
contractors who bid on the $7.3 million State
Street parking garage were changed in violation of the state’s open meetings laws.
“Using the Public Records Act, Citizens for
Sunshine obtained scoresheets ranking the
bidders that indicated bid scores were crossed
out and altered,” the group said in a media
release. The organization added that the winner — A.D. Morgan of Tampa — did not even
make the short list until after the scores were
changed. The company received additional
points after the scores were tallied because
a “city staffer claims the points should have
been awarded during the [open-to-the-public]
committee meeting, but it was inadvertently
overlooked,” according to the lawsuit.

The City Commission will consider a budget amendment March 18 to create a program to aid
homeless people in the community. Photo by Norman Schimmel
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The city is holding an advertised meeting of
the ranking committee on Friday, March 15,
offering a full explanation of the problem and
then making the appropriate corrections. “We
want to do in the sunshine what didn’t happen in the sunshine,” said City Attorney Bob
Fournier. He hopes the Friday session will
serve as a “cure meeting,” which will be documented before the judge when the case gets
heard.

While the third lawsuit on commissioners’
minds has not been filed, that is only because
the last bit of paperwork is on the agenda to
be completed Monday afternoon. It is widely expected the Walmart Corp. will challenge
the City Commission’s denial of the company’s plans to build a 98,000-square-foot store
open 24/7/365. The Planning Board approved
the site plan 3-2, but its decision was appealed
to the City Commission, which voted to deny
Citizens for Sunshine does not charge the bids
were rigged, only that the final tally vaulting the approval by the same margin.
A.D. Morgan into first place should have oc- At Monday’s meeting, the commissioners will
curred at a regular and advertised meeting of
be asked to adopt a resolution memorializing
the bid award committee. The group noted
that its suit was filed, coincidentally, during their 3-2 vote to deny the Walmart request.
Sunshine Law Week — the annual celebration Once it is signed by Mayor Suzanne Atwell,
of Florida’s widely respected and emulated Walmart will have 30 days to appeal the decision to circuit court.
public records and open meetings laws.

The City Commission listens to citizens public comments during a meeting last fall. Photo by Norman Schimmel
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THE NOISE COMMITTEE
At their last meeting, the commissioners gave
the green light to staffers to begin working up
the requirements for an ad hoc citizens advisory committee to study the existing Noise
Ordinance and make recommendations for
any changes.
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ation of the regulations to promote more vitality downtown.
Establishment of an ad hoc committee would
push the issue off the city commissioners’
plates until after the May elections.
Speaking of noise: The city commissioners
Monday are expected to pass on second reading a legally defensible ordinance regulating
so-called “boom cars.” If noise from an auto
can be heard 50 feet away, that is too loud
under the new regulation.

Barwin is recommending five to seven members for the panel; they would report back to
the City Commission within 75 days. The commissioners could name the members, or they
could allow Barwin to pick them.
MOTE GOES TO COLLEGE
In a memo accompanying the agenda, Barwin
said he had contacted five people with an interest in the issue, including Mort Siegal, Rich
Swier Jr., Peter Fanning, Jill Kaplan and Jay
Sparr.

Additionally on Monday, the commissioners
will be asked to modify the lease of Mote Marine Laboratory to allow creation of college
classrooms and science labs. The University
of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee wants to
The committee, which would be governed by build educational facilities at the Ann and AlFlorida’s Sunshine and Public Records laws, fred Goldstein Marine Mammal Center.
would meet about once a week before return- The $991,000 project would create two sciing with its recommendations, if any.
ence laboratories. One would be “clean” for
At present two city regulations control outdoor sound. One — part of the zoning ordinance — bans amplified sound of any sort; the
city has suspended enforcement of that under
threat of a constitutional legal challenge.

organic chemistry experiments; the other
would be a “dirty lab” for ecology education.

The classrooms, as well as a study area and
two small offices, would be added on the second floor of the marine mammal center. The
Mote complex is located in Ken Thompson
The second regulation is the so-called Noise
Park on City Island.
Ordinance, which says entertainment cannot
be louder than 75 decibels. It also stipulates While thinking about that neighborhood, the
the hours when music can be played. Many commissioners will hear a plan by the Sararesidents of downtown condominiums have sota Sailing Squadron, also located on City
objected to outdoor noise, while patrons of Island, to build and manage a kayak storage
downtown establishments are urging a relax- facility. %
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AND THEN THERE WERE THREE
Suzette Jones lights a cigar for Richard Dorfman, who marked his third-place finish, which placed
him in the runoff. Photo by Norman Schimmel

ANALYSIS: CITY VOTERS SEND CHAPMAN, ATWELL AND DORFMAN
TO THE ‘FINALS’
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
The six candidates who filed to run for two
at-large City Commission seats have now run
for office 15 times altogether. Suzanne Atwell,
Linda Holland, Pete Theisen and Susan Chapman have each run three times. Richard Dorfman finished his second try this week, leaving Kelvin Lumpkin as the only “virgin” in the
bunch.

attorney and member of the city’s Planning
Board.

More than $80,000 was raised in campaign
contributions of $200 or less per person. Dorfman garnered fully half of the total. Corporate donations are banned by the city charter.
While political action committee contributions are allowed, they were miniscule in the
When the votes were counted Tuesday eve- race.
ning, March 12, three veterans emerged at It was a disappointing fourth-place finish for
the top, and they will continue the race to a Holland, a 35-year champion of her Gillespie
May 14 finish line. Suzanne Atwell, the cur- Park neighborhood. She has run within her
rent mayor and a retired therapist, will face district twice against steep odds because
off against Richard Dorfman, a retired sports District 1 is intentionally drawn to favor (and
executive and Susan Chapman, a practicing elect) African-American candidates.
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She hoped her name recognition from those
prior races would benefit her citywide effort.
But only 1,531 people marked their ballots for
her, or about 14 percent of the vote.
Dorfman ran third — and made it into the
finals — with 2,311 votes, or 21 percent. In
other words, Dorfman spent more than four
times as much as Holland, but he won only
one-third more votes.

TROLLING THE PARTIES
Campaign parties for city primary elections
can be notoriously brief. Needless to say, the
losers close up shop pretty early. The victors
know the hard work has just begun.
(I visited them all, and I said I would call each
of them the next day. I left messages, and
three returned my calls — Lumpkin, Atwell
and Chapman.)

At her party in Caragiulo’s on Palm Avenue,
Suzanne Atwell said her first-place finish
would ‘frame the runoff.’ Final vote totals
showed she finished second. Photo by Stan
Zimmerman

There is no professional staff to drink late into
the night, the food is seldom tasty enough to
cut through the thrills and agonies and almost
everybody has a job in the morning. With that
said, the vote for Best Party has to go to Kelvin Lumpkin at the Toasted Mango on Fifth
Street.
Because it is open only for breakfast and
lunch, the restaurant was reserved for Lumpkin’s supporters alone. There were plenty of
seats, the noise was low and it had the feel
of a gathering of classmates. While he came
in fifth, with 1,440 votes (13 percent), a wide
coalition of people attended Lumpkin’s party.
In his first outing, he came within 100 votes of
Holland, a city icon. But I had to keep moving.
The second floor of the Broadway Bar was
“Holland Country.” Pizza, of course, is the re-

Linda Holland put on a brave face moments
after the initial results came in, showing her
in fourth place. She was not going to make it
into the runoff. Photo by Stan Zimmerman
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located restaurant icon’s staple. I arrived just
as the first returns came in: not good news for
Holland supporters. She conceded immediately and said it would be her last electoral foray.
Theisen said he was not holding a party, despite his 434 votes, or 7 percent.
Theisen, Holland and Lumpkin racked up 31
percent of the total vote. The other two-thirds
of the votes were split among the three “winners.”
As the three “winners” campaign for the two
seats available, the fate of those more than
3,000 votes received by Theisen, Holland and
Lumpkin will make the decisive difference.
The campaign subsequently is about reaching
those voters.
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With that in mind, I headed downtown to the
relocated Patrick’s Restaurant on Main Street.
Richard Dorfman was holding court there in a
jammed, shoulder-to-shoulder mash-up, celebrating his 2,311 votes. Unlike the Mango and
the Broadway with private spaces, Patrick’s
was full of evening diners as well as Dorfman
supporters. You needed a machete to get to
the bar. I congratulated him on third place,
and moved on to Palm Avenue.
Suzanne Atwell came in second with 2,606
votes, or 24 percent. By now I had an idea
of how the vote had been split. As I walked
into the party in the bar area at Caragiulo’s
Restaurant, I wondered how a two-consecutive-term mayor could get only a whisker less
than one-quarter of the vote.

Kelvin Lumpkin held his party at the Toasted Mango on Fifth Street. Photo by Stan Zimmerman
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Atwell was ebullient. “We’ve framed this elec- remaining in the race are registered Demotion, the three of us,” she said. “There are crats.
three lanes and I’ll be in the center one.”
Neither Dorfman nor Holland returned my
The final stop on this election night tour was calls.
Word of Mouth on Osprey Avenue for the Susan Chapman party. Without question it was Old-timers are probably asking, “Why May? It
the most eclectic. One man had walked south used to be April” when the City Commission
from Newtown; his hands were freezing and runoff was held. State law changed the date
his smile was gleaming. Of all the parties, this to give serving military personnel in remote
was also the most inclusive, from big-bucks bases in Afghanistan time to receive, mark
supporters to those scraping by. Did it reflect and return their ballots so their votes could
the 2,705 votes Chapman received? Or the be counted.
roughly $15,000 in campaign contributions? Closer to home, a new phenomenon is rising.
For sure it reflected a potpourri.
Is it unique to Sarasota? No, it is probably
universal, as “social media” begins to play a
bigger role in local elections: Blogs with anonOne key element now is endorsements. Three ymous writers making accusations, akin to
candidates pulled nearly one-third of the total electronic whispering campaigns. It is easy to
vote but did not make it to “the finals.”
do and hard to stop — the kind of stuff that
While endorsements of losing candidates do makes for dirty campaigns.
not automatically move voters, they can. So In a Sarasota disinclined to Twitter, more inwho endorses whom may play a role — per- volved with Facebook for grandkids and aloof
haps a deciding role — in the May game of from political hate-blogs, the potential for a
“odd-person-out.” Three candidates are in the serious impact from attempted smears may
race, but only two will win the seats they cov- seem remote. But if such tactics prove sucet.
cessful, they will intensify.

CHOICES AHEAD

Holland and Lumpkin collectively received I am happy to report all of the candidates are
almost 27 percent of the tally, nearly 3,000 on speaking terms. They have lived through
votes. And somebody — an unnamed some- countless and endless forums (fori?), learned
body — is already asking for those votes.
from each other and begun to build relation“One candidate has reached out to me,” said ships. Make no mistake: Running for City
Commission — win or lose — makes you a
Lumpkin. “We’ll talk.”
community leader, a person of gravitas.
Dorfman told me on March 14 that he is the
candidate who “has reached out.” Lumpkin Each and every one of the six candidates tocould not be reached to confirm that. Both are day stands taller in our community than the
registered Republicans, while the two women rest of us. %

ON THE LEGISLATIVE FRONT
Dr. Stephen Leatherman, aka Dr. Beach, cited a prohibition against smoking on Siesta Public Beach
as big factor in naming it his No. 1 beach in the U.S. in 2011. Photo by Norman Schimmel

WHILE A BILL THAT WOULD GIVE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS CONTROL
OVER REGULATING SMOKING HAS ADVANCED, THE PROPOSAL FOR A
STATEWIDE DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP REGISTRY REMAINS STALLED
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
Local governments — including Sarasota
County — seeking control over smoking regulations on their property have seen further
progress on a bill they are supporting in the
Florida Senate.
However, supporters of a statewide domestic
partnership registry are in “stall mode,” with a
hearing on a bill introduced again in this session by state Sen. Eleanor Sobel having been
temporarily postponed this week.
A spokeswoman in Sobel’s office told The
Sarasota News Leader she did not know when
the bill would be brought up again for action
in the Children, Families and Elder Affairs
Committee, which Sobel chairs.

County Commission on March 7 that SB 258
— the bill to allow smoking restrictions —
passed the Senate Health Policy Committee
by a 6-3 vote.
She added in a March 7 email that the bill included an amendment providing that local
governments “may not add smoking restrictions to pre-existing leases of a business located on public property without the lessee’s
consent.”
That amendment was made part of the bill at
the request of the Hotel and Restaurant Association, Hosack added.

At that point, she continued, the bill had just
one more committee hearing to clear before
On the tobacco front: Marsha Hosack, man- going to the full Senate. That remaining hearager of community and intergovernmental re- ing is before the Community Affairs Commitlations for Sarasota County, reported to the tee, she noted.
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Nonetheless, Hosack reported, the companion
version of the bill in the Florida House — HB
439 — “has not yet been put on the agenda of
the House Health Quality Committee. Efforts
are focused on getting the bill a hearing in the
House.”
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On Monday morning, March 11, the Venice
City Council unanimously voted approval —
on a first reading — of an ordinance creating
a registry in that municipality.
Former Sarasota City Commissioner Ken Shelin, who has been advocating for such registries in the county, told the News Leader he
was pleased that no council members raised
any concerns about the issue. No members
of the public spoke in opposition to it, either,
he said.

Sarasota County stopped enforcing smoking
prohibitions on its property after a December
ruling by a 12th Judicial Circuit Court judge in
Sarasota said local governments did not have
authority under the Florida Clean Indoor Air
Act to take such action. The bills in the curThat same day, the Leon County Commission
rent legislative session were designed to remvoted unanimously to establish a registry,
edy the situation.
which will go into effect May 1.

MORE REGISTRIES

The City of Sarasota established a registry
Although the statewide domestic partnership last fall. Jan Thornburg, the public informaregistry effort is on hold, supporters have tion officer for the city, told the News Leader
been cheered this week by relevant local gov- that 124 couples had registered with the city
through March 12. %
ernment action.

Local governments are hoping legislative
action this year will give them formal control
over tobacco use on their property. Photo by
Eldinaldo do Espirito Santo via Wikimedia
Commons

State Sen. Eleanor Sobel/Contributed photo

LOOKING GOOD
Sarasota County staff received an application on Feb. 7 for construction of a new restaurant with
fewer than 100 seats at 2407 Bee Ridge Road, an example of increased development in the community this year. Image courtesy Sarasota County

MOST OF SARASOTA COUNTY’S LATEST ECONOMIC DATA SHOWS
POSITIVE TRENDS, ESPECIALLY IN TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX
COLLECTIONS AND THE COUNTY’S PORTFOLIO
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
The number of building permits issued by
Sarasota County for single-family home construction came close to doubling for both December and January compared to the same
months a year ago, according to data compiled
by the county’s Office of Financial Planning.

The county issued 66 permits in December,
compared to 34 in the same month of 2011.
The value of construction in December 2012
was put at $10,926,000, a 110.3 percent increase from the $5,195,000 figure for the permits issued in December 2011.

Likewise, the value of that construction has At the same time, house and condominium
sales remained strong for those two months,
continued to climb.
the data shows. In January, 626 units sold, a 22
In January, the 65 permits granted represented percent increase from the January 2012 figure
$12,286,000 in construction, compared to 35 of 513. The median sale price also was up 1.7
permits with a value of $7,859,000 in January percent year-over-year, at $170,049, according
2012, the figures show.
to the Sarasota Association of Realtors.
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In January 2012, the median sale price was “It was very, very strong,” Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota County, said of the most
$167,193.
recent number.
Houses and condos stayed on the market an
average of 154 days in January, compared to “We’ve broken [tourism revenue] records now
for two years,” she added in a telephone inter192 days in January 2012, the data shows.
view with The Sarasota News Leader.
The county’s Tourist Development Tax revenue remains another bright spot in the econ- At some point, she noted, if tourism continues to stay this strong, new hotels will be a
omy, according to a report.
necessity.
The latest figures from the Sarasota County
Tax Collector’s Office show the December Already, she said, a new Comfort Suites is gocollections totaling just under $1 million, at ing up on Clark Road, and the transformation
of the former Holiday Inn in Venice into a Ra$996,915.53. That was a 16 percent increase
mada Inn has been completed.
over the $855,638.54 collected in December
2011. (The December 2012 figure was the lat- “It’s beautiful,” she said of the latter property.
est available.)
“They’ve done an amazing job.”

Since the Oct. 1 start of the county’s fiscal year, Siesta Key has collected 23.35 percent of all the
Tourist Development Tax revenue, according to the latest figures available. Graph courtesy Sarasota
County Tax Collector’s Office
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Haley also pointed to the partnership between
the Baltimore Orioles and Visit Sarasota County, an element of the agreement the county
signed with the team to bring it to Sarasota
for spring training.
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“So you can really see [the agreement] paying
off.”

The January economic data from the county showed gross sales for hotels and motels
up 23.3 percent compared to the figure in the
The TV and ballpark advertising in Baltimore same month of 2012: $28.36 million versus
and its environs “has been a real boon to us,” $22.99 million.
Haley said, adding that she and her staff have Yet another boost for Sarasota came through
noticed not only a big increase in the number internationally known aerialist Nik Wallenda’s
of people from that metropolitan area check- high-wire walk across the bayfront on Jan. 29.
ing out the Visit Sarasota County website but Mayor Suzanne Atwell told the City Commisalso in the number coming to this community. sion audience on March 4 that Haley had let

A full house at Ed Smith Stadium watches the Baltimore Orioles take on the New York Yankees in
late February. Photo by Norman Schimmel`
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her know the walk generated 167,807,055 media impressions (persons learning about the
event through the print media or online). Jennifer Mitchell, marketing director for Circus
Sarasota — which featured Wallenda during
its shows this season — pointed out that the
walk captured an additional 29 million broadcast media impressions.

• Unemployment claims were down 22 percent in January compared to January 2012:
910 versus 1,167, according to the Florida
Department of Economic Opportunity.

Wallenda walked a wire between a crane on
the bayfront and the Marina Tower condominium complex. His goal, he had said at the
outset of his planning, was to put the beauty
of the city in the spotlight.

The February report notes the county collected $16,133,203 for all five of its gas taxes
in the 2011 fiscal year; the collections for FY
2012 were $15,623,475.

“Just about all of our economic numbers are
pretty impressive except for gas tax [revenue],” County Commissioner Christine Robinson told the News Leader. “Unfortunately, we
Circus Sarasota had projected 50 million media impressions altogether, Mitchell told the mostly don’t see the budgetary impact from
City Commission audience, so “[we] blew that these numbers until a year later, but it really
looks like a bright and shiny future!”
out of the water four times over.”

By the end of January 2012, the county had
Among other data in the latest county eco- collected $2,451,882 of that tax revenue; by
nomic report:
Jan. 31 this year, the figure was $2,232,358.
• Gross retail sales were up 3.2 percent year- Along with the economic data, the latest
over-year in January.
Monthly Pooled Investment Report, released
• In December 2012 (the latest month for by County Clerk of Court Karen Rushing,
which figures were available), the labor showed the county’s portfolio balance at the
force saw a 2.5 percent increase in the num- end of February at $913,427,231. That was
ber of people holding jobs compared to De- down from about $920 million in January,
cember 2011. The figure for those employed but the average for the four months from Auwas 149,345. Additionally, the unemploy- gust to November 2012 was approximately
ment rate for the county decreased by 20.6 $835,750,000.
percent from December 2011 to December
2012: 12,627 people who reported looking Since December, the month-end balance has
for work compared to 15,910 a year earlier. remained above $900 million. %
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BULLET CHANGES LIFE FOREVER
COURAGEOUS COUPLE SPEAKS OUT FOR GUN CONTROL
By Vicki Chatley
Contributing Writer

“Life as she knew it was over.” That was how
Capt. Mark Kelly described the moment his
wife, former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, was struck by a bullet during a shooting rampage while she was making an appearance in her home district of Tucson, AZ.

Since that fateful day on Jan. 8, 2011, Giffords has undergone several operations and
remains in therapy. Six bystanders, including
a child born on 9/11, lost their lives, while
others were wounded.

Giffords suffers from aphasia (the total or
The bullet entered the skull above the eye, partial loss of the ability to understand and
traveled through the brain and exited at the use words) and sight problems. Walking is
back of her head.
difficult and requires assistance. NevertheCapt. Mark Kelly listens to a question during a media briefing on March 11. Photo by Robert Hackney
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less, she maintains a positive outlook. Unable Hook Elementary School in Connecticut, Kelto join her husband in Sarasota, she sent a ly and Giffords are speaking out in favor of
message to the audience to “be passionate, be gun control measures.
courageous.”
“Access to guns is an issue,” Kelly said, “[and]
As a result of their personal experience and most important is a universal background
similar events, such as the shooting at Sandy check.” Noting that it is a complicated issue,

Audrey Gonzalez, an illustration senior at Ringling College of Art and Design, presents Capt. Mark
Kelly a portrait of himself in his Space Shuttle suit during the media briefing on March 11. A Florida
native hailing from Miami, Gonzalez was awarded the Trustee Scholarship for Illustration this year
at the college; it recognizes students who exhibit creative talent, good thinking and speaking skills,
and who have contributed to the department, school, and community. Photo by Robert Hackney
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he said records show the mass-shooting per- Constitution, but they believe there are “competrator is often a “young white male who’s mon sense things we can do … [to] protect
failed in many things and wants to be famous.” people.”
Kelly bought guns, at least one of which will
be turned in to police, to “understand from a
first-hand basis” how hard or easy it is to buy
weapons. He said high capacity magazines
and assault weapons are fine for the military,
but “now anybody can purchase” them.

He suggested citizens interested in gun control contact their representatives in Washington. He noted when Giffords arrived at her
Capitol Hill office, she always would ask her
staff, “‘What are people calling and writing
about?’”

Kelly and Giffords are “gun owners and strong Kelly discussed gun control at a press briefing
supporters of the Second Amendment” to the prior to speaking before a capacity audience

Capt. Mark Kelly meets with representatives of the Sarasota area media on March 11. Photo by Robert Hackney
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Monday, March 11, at the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall in Sarasota as part of the Ringling
College Library Association Town Hall 2013
lecture series. He also touched on the subject
during the question-and-answer session at the
completion of his prepared remarks.
Perhaps best known as an American astronaut
and the husband of Giffords, Kelly is also a
retired U.S. Navy captain who flew combat
missions during the first Gulf War, a best-selling author and a cancer survivor.
With the dream of becoming an astronaut,
Kelly devised a plan to achieve his goal. After graduation from the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy in 1986, he entered training as a naval aviator and then as a navy pilot before being selected as an astronaut in 1996. He said
he did not begin as a stellar student, but “how
good you are at the beginning is not an indicator of how good you can become.”
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a single runway at Canaveral with water on
both sides.
A highlight of his career was attending the
50th anniversary celebration of John Glenn’s
orbital flight, where he was seated between
Neil Armstrong, a role model, and Glenn.
Kelly also has had an illustrious career. Among
the awards he has received are the Legion of
Merit, two Distinguished Flying Crosses and
two Defense Superior Service Medals. He has
visited the International Space Station on four
missions, one of only two individuals to do so.
Interestingly, his first flight was aboard Space
Shuttle Endeavor in 2001, the same craft he
commanded on its final flight in May 2011.

Presented with a portrait painted by Ringling
College senior Audrey Gonzalez, Kelly noted
one of the patches on his jacket was “from
[his] second flight as pilot on [the shuttle] Discovery.” He plans to hang the painting in his
Kelly described the most awe-inspiring sight den alongside one of his wife.
beyond the reach of the planet as seeing the Currently Kelly is a consultant for SpaceX,
Earth as a “big blue marble” floating in the the company that “not only takes cargo to the
blackness of space, and he commented that International Space Station, but can bring it
looking down from that vantage point, one home.” He is optimistic about the future of
“can’t really see borders” of the various coun- space exploration and the role of private entries.
terprise. “Ultimately we have this plan to go
Kelly told the audience flying in space is “com- to Mars. We can land somebody on Mars now
plicated and dangerous.” He presented inter- [but] we can’t get them back.”
esting details of space flight. Liftoff — and,
no, Kelly said, the astronauts do not hear
that word so familiar to the rest of us “but we
know when it happens” — feels like “a runaway train” zooming down the track. The International Space Station is about the size of
a football field, he added. The “space shuttle
is a glider for landing” and it comes down on

The lecture series is a fundraising event for the
Ringling College Library Association, which is
assisting the College in its capital campaign
for a new library to support the needs of its
1,400 students. Its students and graduates are
the recipients of numerous awards, including
the prestigious Oscars presented by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. %

ON TO THE NEXT LEVEL
A county sign was set up on the south side of Avenida de Mayo to alert neighbors and business owners to the Traffic Advisory Council meeting discussion on March 11. Photo by Rachel Hackney

A PETITION TO RESTRICT PARKING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF SIESTA KEY’S
AVENIDA DE MAYO WILL BE SCHEDULED FOR A COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
The Sarasota County Commission will have
final say on whether parking should be prohibited on the south side of Siesta Key’s Avenida de Mayo, following a split Traffic Advisory
Council (TAC) vote on the issue March 11.

Mobility Office said it typically takes about
eight weeks to get something scheduled.

Petitioner Marlene Merkle, who lives on
Avenida de Mayo, made her case for the parking change during a presentation to the TAC
Richard Musior, administrative specialist in during its meeting in Venice. After the 2-2
vote, Chairman Frank Domingo explained a
the county’s Transtie usually means the
portation Planning &
same as the denial of
Traffic Engineering
It used to be an exception where a request. However,
Office, told The Sarasota News Leader he we would get a little overflow parking, he added, “I’m betting
was uncertain when like on the Fourth of July or Siesta Fiesta, this will probably go
to the [County Comthe item would go on but now it’s basically the rule.
mission].”
a County Commission
Marlene Merkle
Resident
agenda, but Ryan MonThe split decision of
Siesta Key
tague in the Traffic/
the TAC members,
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Domingo pointed out, reflected “a good sampling” of views of her request. “On the positive
side,” he continued, “it pushes the discussion
for a bigger solution.”

ta. “It’s a nightmare in the middle of the season,” she added, for people to travel to Venice
— a factor, she felt, in the low turnout of her
neighbors at the March 11 TAC meeting.

Merkle has been working for more than a year
to bring the matter to the attention of county
officials. She told the News Leader last week
that vehicle parking in the street on Avenida
de Mayo has become routine, and it is creating
dangerous situations by leaving only one lane
open to vehicles using the road.

Domingo said he was surprised more speakers had not asked to appear before the advisory board that day.

Although the TAC has seven current members
— and one vacancy — Merkle told the News
Leader she thought another factor in putting
the matter before the County Commission
Regarding the staff decision to seek a Coun- was the presence of only four TAC members
ty Commission vote, Merkle said in a March to hear her request.
12 interview, “That’s one bit of encouraging
During the March 11 meeting, Ryan Montague
news.”
in the Traffic/Mobility Office, explained to the
She is hopeful, she added, that the discussion TAC members that no parking restrictions exwill be scheduled during a meeting in Saraso- ist on Avenida de Mayo. While Merkle original-

A photo by Marlene Merkle shows vehicles exiting the municipal parking lot onto Avenida de Mayo
on Siesta Key. Contributed photo
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ly had sought a parking prohibition along the
entire south side of the street, she was willing
to compromise with a ban just from the intersection of Canal Road to the intersection of
Avenida de Cortez.

“So therefore you could drive on it or park on
it?” Swartz responded.

When member Ken Swartz asked about vehicles parking on the grass on the south side
of the street, as shown in photos Merkle had
provided the TAC, Montague explained that
grass was county right of way.

In addressing the TAC, Merkle explained she
has lived on Avenida de Mayo for 25 years.
Three of the four neighbors who had signed
her petition seeking the parking restriction
have lived there more than 30 years, she
pointed out.

“That’s correct,” Montague told him.

MERKLE’S COMMENTS

This photo shows vehicles double-parked on Avenida de Mayo. Contributed photo by Marlene Merkle
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“It used to be an exception where we would
get a little overflow parking, like on the Fourth
of July or Siesta Fiesta,” Merkle said, “but now
it’s basically the rule. The traffic and parking
have increased significantly over the years,
and there’s hardly a season.”
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cupying rental units. Street-side parking is not
allowed on the east side of Ocean along other
roads, he said.

When TAC member Sgt. Darrell Seckendorf
of the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office asked
her when she had taken the photos she had
She added, “In fact, there really isn’t a season submitted, Merkle replied she had shot them
at different times of the year, some during seaon the key anymore.”
son and some out of season.
While she has sympathy for the businesses
that need customer parking, Merkle contin- “Was there an event going on?” Seckendorf
ued, and she understands the importance of asked.
tourism to the county’s economy, she does not
“No,” she responded. “It was just a weekend.”
understand why a residential street “should
subsidize parking for businesses.”
Pointing out that she works in Venice, she said
she often sees cars parked not on the right of
Merkle pointed out, “We have very lofty propway but on the road when she returns home
erty taxes out there [on Siesta Key], and we
in the evenings.
don’t derive income from their businesses any
more than they pay our property taxes.”
“I can’t imagine a firetruck or an ambulance
trying to get by there,” she added.
The curbing on the south side of Avenida de
Mayo runs from the Canal Road intersection When Swartz asked how far the curbing conto Avenida de Cortez, she added. “I myself tinued from the Canal Road intersection,
wouldn’t mind if [the county] would just pro- Merkle said she thought the distance was
hibit parking in that area, because people ar- about 40 feet.
en’t parking off the street; people are parking
When he then asked whether it continued beon the street.”
yond the entrance to the municipal parking lot
She encouraged the TAC members to look at between Avenida de Mayo and Avenida Madthe photos she had provided them.
ura, she told him it does.
Merkle also pointed out that other side streets
directly off Ocean Boulevard do not allow
street parking or provide for parking by permit only, “and I just don’t know how we got
left out of that loop …”

Swartz also asked her whether it is true a
grass right of way exists along the curbing.
“Yes,” she said, but people are not parking on
the grass; they are parking next to the curb.
“Some of the grass areas have huge boulders
there that residents have put on the right of
In response to a question, Montague said parkway,” Merkle noted.
ing on the west side of Ocean Boulevard — in
the Mira Mar Parking District — is by permit When Swartz asked about the boulders, she
only, and those permits go only to people oc- told him they had been in place for years, “so
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I’m not sure who put them there, to be honest, the stretch of Avenida de Mayo from Canal
Road to Avenida de Cortez.
sir.”
When Domingo then questioned Montague
about whether the curb was too high for vehicles to get over it easily, Montague responded,
“It looks like a high-back curb.”

Instead of a parking prohibition, Weiss suggested more traffic enforcement. “There’s not
enough parking for Siesta Key,” he added, noting some residents charge people to park in
their driveways.

A second petitioner, Pat Conti, who lives at
339 Avenida de Mayo, told the TAC, “To get “I’m all for entrepreneurial spirit,” Domingo
out of my driveway — it’s almost impossible.” said, but he added he did not believe it is legal for anyone to lease a driveway for vehicle
She added that she almost struck two children parking.
on skateboards last week because vehicles
along Avenida de Mayo prevented her from Weiss also pointed out that once the municipal
spotting them when she was trying to pull into lot becomes full, people park at its entrance
and exit, leaving only one lane of traffic open.
the street.
Furthermore, she said, children getting on
and off a school bus that stops on Avenida de
Mayo are in danger because of the vehicles
blocking the line of sight. “It’s really, really
quite bad,” Conti added.

“When there’s a festival, there’s parking everywhere,” Weiss continued.

After Domingo closed the public hearing,
Swartz pointed out, “Parking is certainly always an issue in an area that’s heavily congested with business.” He characterized a vote on
BUSINESS REPERCUSSIONS
the petition as a “toss-up situation,” because
When Swartz then asked Montague how many it involved both residential and commercial
vehicles would be prevented from parking interests.
along Avenida de Mayo if the TAC approved
Swartz made the motion to deny Merkle’s rethe request and the County Commission conquest; Seckendorf seconded it.
curred, Montague told him, “We’ve not done
an analysis ….”
Domingo and Capt. John Donavan of the Florida Highway Patrol voted against the motion.
Domingo pointed out that parking issues on
Siesta Key are “a big deal,” more so than in “I was a little surprised,” Merkle said of the
other areas of the county.
vote. Still, she is happy she will have another
chance to make her case.
Then a third speaker asked to address the
council.
“We may have lost the battle,” she continued,
“but we haven’t lost the war.”
Stefan Weiss, the general manager of the new
Eat Here restaurant on Avenida Madura, told In the meantime, she said, she is taking more
the TAC members he estimated as many as 50 photos, which she plans to submit to the
vehicles at a time on a weekend day park on County Commission. %

THE SOUND AND THE FURY
A Sarasota County Code Enforcement graphic shows how sound emanating from Blasé Café
(marked with the red balloon labeled ‘A’) has been directed toward the Terrace East and Terrace
buildings in Siesta Village. Image courtesy Code Enforcement staff

A COUNTY STAFF STUDY IN SIESTA VILLAGE REVEALS THAT PLACEMENT
OF SPEAKERS IN A RESTAURANT AND THE DESIGN OF TWO BUILDINGS
HAS EXACERBATED NOISE PROBLEMS
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
After months of complaints from residents
in Siesta Key’s Terrace East and Beach Terrace condominium complexes about the music coming from Blasé Café on Ocean Boulevard, it turns out the problem is rooted in
architecture and the
position of the restaurant’s speakers.
That was the news
Sarasota County Code
Enforcement Officer
Kevin Burns presented to members of the

Siesta Key Association during their March 27
regular meeting.

“The Blasé Café forms an almost perfect amphitheater,” Burns told the approximately
30 people in the audience. Moreover, he explained, the restaurant’s speakers had
It turns out there is nobody really been “pointing directly
into the vortex of that
to blame. The architecture’s just bad.
amphitheater, which
Kevin Burns
was the worst thing
Code Enforcement Officer
that could be happenSarasota County
ing.”
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Burns said he and his assistants — including
SKA Vice President Peter van Roekens — had
developed a way to determine “what it is you
should be hearing and what it is you are hearing.”
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more surfaces available to reflect sound, the
more sound is funneled into a particular area,
he said. Because the balconies of the Terrace
East condos are receded in the façade of the
building, the music from the restaurant is
channeled in toward the condos, he added.
They recorded sound measurements simul“It’s almost like an ear,” Burns explained of
taneously at the restaurant and the Terrace
the effect.
buildings, he added. The condo residents “are
hearing almost exactly what [they] would be “Those poor people in the building, they’re rehearing if [they] were sitting down in the club ally hearing some noise,” Burns added.
itself,” he pointed out.
After the noise study was concluded, Burns
“That’s scary,” said SKA Director Michael noted, he contacted Rami Nehme, owner of
Shay.
Blasé Café, and asked him if he would be willing to reorient his speakers so they point to“Well, it’s very noisy,” van Roekens responded.
ward the Gulf of Mexico, “and immediately
“It turns out there is nobody really to blame,” [Nehme] said he would.”
Burns continued. “The architecture’s just
In such examples as the Mormon Tabernabad.”
cle in Salt Lake City, UT, and an area of New
Terrace East has two vertical pillars on its York City’s Grand Central Station called the
façade “that are gigantic,” and it is across the “whispering wall,” the structures have been
street from Blasé Café, Burns pointed out. The designed to amplify sound, Burns said. Re-

Musicians perform outside Blasé Café on March 7. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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garding the Terrace buildings and Blasé Café,
Burns noted, “What we have here is just an
unfortunate coincidence, and that’s why these
[Terrace] buildings are the primary complainants.”
Burns added that he and van Roekens would
set a date for a follow-up test of the noise levels to make sure the change in the restaurant’s
speaker orientation had ameliorated the problem.
SKA President Catherine Luckner told Burns,
“Your doing that study is really helpful.” She
added, “Some of our folks who have been
working on this noise issue feel some vindication …”

A Google Map shows the location of Blasé
Café at 5236 Ocean Blvd. in Siesta Village.
Image courtesy Google Maps

Many times, Luckner pointed out, when SKA
board members complained about noise that allow them to provide music later than
problems in Siesta Village, the responses the 10 p.m. cutoff that is part of the current
they heard were “You don’t like the music” or Noise Ordinance: The Hub Baja Grill, Siesta
“You’re just getting old.”
Key Oyster Bar and the Speakeasy (which
“In the end,” Luckner said, “it is in the ear of was transformed a couple of years ago into
the Daiquiri Deck Raw Bar).
the beholder …”

RULES AND EXCEPTIONS
Burns’ presentation came amid almost 75 minutes of discussion about the county’s Noise
Ordinance and its Air and Sound Pollution Ordinance, which were set to sunset in November 2012. The County Commission extended
the date to Nov. 18 of this year, to enable community groups and businesses to offer suggestions about any changes, Assistant Zoning
Administrator Donna Thompson explained to
the SKA members.

To obtain a special exception, Thompson
continued, a business owner has to hold a
neighborhood meeting about his plan and go
through two public hearings — one before the
Sarasota County Planning Commission and a
second before the County Commission.
When SKA member Bob Luckner asked
whether the public hearing stipulation applies
to lawsuit settlements, Thompson told him,
“That, I do not know.”

Luckner pointed out that when the county
Last fall, the county commissioners discussed settled a lawsuit with Chris Brown, owner of
whether the Noise Ordinance should become The Hub, in 2009, one element of the agreepart of the zoning code.
ment affirmed Brown’s special music excepThompson pointed out that three business- tion. It allows him to provide live music until
es in Siesta Village have special exceptions 1:30 a.m. seven days a week. (The sound level
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cannot exceed 85 decibels as measured at the showing where the music will be performed in
property boundary.)
a building or where a dance floor will be located, she pointed out. “That runs with the propCommissioner Nora Patterson told the SKA
erty in perpetuity unless [the music] would
members, “That settlement, which was not a
stop for 24 months,” she added.
unanimous vote … was basically to recognize
a special exception that had existed years be- After Patterson challenged her, saying the
fore [in a business The Hub replaced]. So may- time period was 18 months, Thompson handbe that was a special case.”
ed Patterson a copy of the Zoning Code to
She added, “And you could have argued it research the point. Patterson eventually conshould have had a public hearing, but the firmed that if an establishment ceases use of
lawyers didn’t seem to feel like that was re- its special exception for 18 months, it has to
reapply for the exception. The 24-month periquired.”
od is the time allowed for a business to start
When SKA Director Joe Volpe asked wheth- using a special exception after it has been
er a special exception remained in place in granted, Patterson noted.
perpetuity, Thompson replied that any business with a special exception has to have “a “Frankly, if we have written [a code] that is so
binding development concept plan.” Anyone complex, maybe you could suggest a way to
requesting a special exception has to provide make it more comprehensible,” she told the
the Zoning Department staff with a diagram SKA members.

Sarasota County Code Enforcement Officer Kevin Burns (standing) addresses members of the Siesta
Key Association on March 7. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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Bob Luckner was impressed she remembered “So they might possibly be in violation?” Volpe
details about special exceptions, he told her. questioned her.
“It’s because I’ve lived through it!” Patterson Tom Polk, the county’s director of planning
responded.
and development services, told Volpe staff
would have to compare the details of the origThompson also explained that if a business inal special exception for the site with the one
owner with an existing special exception
wants to modify his building, he has to submit an application to the zoning administrator for county staff determination of whether
the change will be minor or substantial. If the
change in plans for the musical performers’
location or site of the dance floor is significant, she added, the business owner has to
go through the process of the neighborhood
meeting and public hearings once again.

FOCUS ON THE HUB
Volpe pointed out that The Hub is a larger
restaurant than the one it replaced — Fandango’s, which had the original special exception.
Furthermore, he said, The Hub’s musicians
play outside.
“They have a binding concept plan, and their
entertainment should be in the same area as
what that special exception … plan shows,”
Thompson replied.

The pillars on the front of the Terrace East
have helped to amplify sound from Blasé
Café across the street, according to a study
conducted by county Code Enforcement staff.
Photo by Rachel Hackney

A document provided to the Siesta Key Village Association in 2012 shows the special noise exception for The Hub Baja Grill. Image courtesy Sarasota County
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Brown is using. “It would be hard for us to say said only that he and his staff needed to work
through a “factual matter.”)
[if a violation has occurred],” he added.
Regarding some special exception cases,
Thompson noted, it is “quite difficult to make
that determination [of violation] today …
Some of our older exceptions don’t quite have
the specificity that we really need to make a
knowledgeable determination that the dance
floor or entertainment has moved, but we
make every effort, the best effort, we can.”

A copy of the county’s special exceptions for
Siesta Key businesses, provided to The Sarasota News Leader by the Siesta Key Village
Association in 2012, says of The Hub, “Must
be a restaurant on site and any expansions
will require an additional Special Exception.”

Then Patterson told the audience, “You know,
we’re in a lawsuit with these folks right now
anyway.” She said no more in response to
Volpe’s points.

“To get [a] permit to operate, you’re supposed
to have so many parking spaces,” Erne said of
restaurants. Yet, “all those spaces get used for
entertainment” on some occasions, she added.

(Although the Sarasota County Attorney’s Office had recommended a settlement — following mediation — in a lawsuit Brown filed in
October 2011 regarding his assessments for
Siesta Village parking, no agreement has been
signed.

“They just spontaneously do this in the parking lots?” Catherine Luckner asked.

The notation also notes that the music cannot
exceed 85 decibels “as measured at property
According to material she had distributed to boundary of the nightclub.” The special excepthe SKA members that day, Volpe said The tion was granted on March 24, 1992, it adds.
Hub’s entertainment has to be indoors. “What
The document Thompson provided the SKA
defines ‘indoor’?” he asked.
members says, “Approved indoor entertain“It means just that,” Thompson replied, adding ment from 9:00 a.m. until 1:30 a.m. with the
that a violation could occur only after 10 p.m. decibel level not to exceed 85 decibels at the
The county code allows entertainment until property boundary from sound generated by
the activity permitted by the Special Excep10 p.m., she had noted earlier.
tion.”
“And a patio is outdoor,” Volpe said. The Hub’s
special exception calls for the entertainment PARKING VERSUS MUSIC
to be indoors, he reiterated.
During the discussion, Diane Erne, who lives
“In their special exception?” Patterson asked. near Siesta Village, also pointed out that some
“That’s interesting,” she added as she read the restaurants use parts of their parking areas to
stage musical performances.
section Volpe had indicated.

“They shouldn’t be using their required parking for entertainment,” Thompson responded.
“It happens,” Erne told her with a wry laugh.

During his report to the County Commission Thompson said Erne should report any such
on Feb. 12, County Attorney Stephen DeMarsh violations to Burns. %

NEWS BRIEFS

City Manager Tom Barwin announces the selection last fall of Bernadette DiPino (right) as Sarasota’s new police chief as Mayor Suzanne Atwell listens. Photo by Norman Schimmel

SARASOTA POLICE DEPARTMENT DEPUTY CHIEF SEARCH CLOSED
A nationwide search turned up 86 people who The final decision will rest with DiPino. Howwant to be Sarasota’s next deputy chief of po- ever, she is considering forming a citizens panlice.
el to talk with the finalists. A similar panel was
Stacie Mason, the interim director of the city’s used in the recent screening of candidates for
Human Resources Department, is now sorting the chief’s post, which resulted in the hiring
and ranking the candidates, along with Chief of DiPino.
Bernadette DiPino.
Mason said that after the initial screening, fiThe application period closed March 8. The nalists would be invited to town for more exposition has been open since 2006, when Ed tensive interviews. She added that she hopes
Whitehead retired after 32 years on the force. to finish the selection process in April.
The position remained open during the tenure
Stan Zimmerman
of Chiefs Peter Abbott and Mikel Holloway.
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SARASOTA ROBOTICS TEAM WINS TOP AWARD AT REGIONAL CONTEST
Competing with 62 other teams from around
the state at the Orlando Regional FIRST Robotics Competition, Sarasota’s Jungle Robotics Team won the Chairman’s Award, the highest regional honor the organization bestows,
the Sarasota County Schools have announced.

stands for “For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology.”

In FIRST Robotics contests, teams are challenged to design and build a robot in just six
weeks. The robot must be capable of executing specific tasks in a challenging competition
The award was presented to the team on with 3,000 other teams from around the world,
March 9 at the University of Central Florida the release notes.
Arena. The honor recognized the students
for their efforts to promote science, technol- Jungle Robotics, also known as Team 3627,
ogy, engineering and math (STEM) initiatives consists of 30 members from four Sarasota
throughout the Sarasota community, a news County public schools, Pine View School, Rivrelease adds.
erview High, Suncoast Polytechnical High and
Earning the regional Chairman’s Award means Venice High; and one private school, The Outthe team is invited to the National FIRST Ro- of-Door Academy, the release adds.
botics Competition, set for April 24-27 in St. The regional judges issued the following stateLouis, the release points out.
ment about Jungle Robotics winning the reFIRST, an international high school robotics gional Chairman’s Award: “You won’t find this
competition with regional and national levels, team just sitting under the trees. Sustained

Members of the Jungle Robotics Team gather during a session before heading to Orlando. Photo by
Scott Proffitt
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outreach has built a support system of strong
partnerships in their community. Run much
like a family business with a CEO, their alliance with the [Greater Sarasota] Chamber of
Commerce finds them helping lure science/
technology economic development.”

27-foot by 54-foot field, the release points out.
Each alliance consists of three robots, which
vie to score as many discs into their goals as
they can during two matches. The higher the
goal in which the disc is scored, the more
points the alliance receives, the release notes.

The statement continues, “Partnerships with
their school district created a new technical
certificate system curriculum in their county.
They reached out to all students from every
elementary and middle school spreading the
message of FIRST and the enjoyment of robotics. Turning students into resourceful leaders
has raised awareness to the business community, promoting the availability of a future
technical workforce.”

The match ends with robots attempting to
climb pyramids located near the middle of the
field. Each robot earns points based on how
high it climbs, the release adds.

Jungle Robotics has participated in FIRST
competitions for three years. Last year it won
a regional event in Boca Raton by placing first
among 50 teams statewide. As a result the
team participated in the national competition
in April 2012. At the 2013 National FIRST RoIn the regional contest in Orlando, the Saraso- botics Competition in St. Louis next month,
ta team competed in Ultimate Ascent, which the team will once again will compete in the
is played by two competing alliances on a flat, Ultimate Ascent.

(From left) Jungle Robotics team members and Pine View School students Robert Sears, grade 11,
and Kyle Violette, grade 12, prepare for the Regional FIRST Robotics Competition. They are carefully adjusting the hooks that give the team’s robot the ability to hang, a crucial ability for scoring
points in the contest. Contributed photo
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CITY CREATES 100 PARKING SPACES FOR ROSEMARY DISTRICT
Following a community dialogue on economic
development in the Rosemary District and an
analysis of the current parking inventory, the
City of Sarasota has been creating 100 new
on-street parking spaces along Lemon Avenue
and Fourth Street, the city has announced.

and nearby traffic flow improvements, the release notes.
Parking enforcement signage will be installed
soon, the release adds. In the meantime, no
time restrictions are being enforced; however,
no overnight parking will be allowed.

Late last week, workers were restriping the
pavement, a city news release says.
Approximately 30 new spaces will be available
on Fourth Street between Central and Orange
avenues, the release says, while approximately 70 new spaces will be on Lemon Avenue
between Fruitville Road and Ninth Street. All
the spaces will be for parallel parking, the release adds.
The additional spaces are an outgrowth of a
recent community meeting concerning a catalyst project in the Rosemary District, the release notes. “As the City of Sarasota prepares
to issue an Invitation To Negotiate to develop
a significant project at 1440 Boulevard of the
Arts, the extra parking is a first step in supporting the Rosemary District’s economic efforts,” the release points out.
“Convenient parking and the perception of
convenient parking will be beneficial to the future redevelopment and infill of the Rosemary
District north of Fruitville Road,” City Manager Tom Barwin says in the release. “We are
excited over this collaboration as the economy appears to be reawakening after the Great
Recession.”
The parking spaces will remain temporary
as staff studies how parking patterns evolve
with the combination of new development

City workers stripe new parking spaces in
the Rosemary District. Photo courtesy City of
Sarasota
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CITY TO HOST WALKABILITY EXPERT AT PUBLIC FORUM
The City of Sarasota, in conjunction with the
Downtown Sarasota Alliance, Downtown Improvement District and other organizations,
will host city planner and author Jeff Speck
during a forum next week. Speck will present
his thoughts on how to make downtown more
walkable, the city has announced.
The forum will be held on Wednesday, March
20, at 6 p.m. in the Commission Chambers at
City Hall, 1565 First St. The forum is free and
open to the public.
“A revered authority on new urbanism,” Speck
offers creative and often simple ways “to make
an urban area more walkable and ultimately
more vibrant,” a city news release says.
Having worked for 10 years under renowned
new urbanist Andres Duany, who developed
the city’s master plan, Speck recently wrote a
book titled, Walkable City: How Downtown
Can Save America, One Step at a Time, the
Jeff Speck/Photo courtesy City of Sarasota; Inrelease points out. The book outlines 10 steps
set: Jeff Speck is the author of the book, Walkto increasing walkability of municipalities, inable City: How Downtown Can Save America,
One Step at a Time. Contributed image
cluding addressing public parking, increasing
mixed-use developments, welcoming bicycles 2007. During that period, he oversaw the Mayand creating green spaces, the release notes. ors’ Institute on City Design and created the
“This book is very timely,” Senior Planner Governors’ Institute on Community design, a
Steve Stancel says in the release. “The city is federal program which helps states battle subembarking on several initiatives and street- urban sprawl, the release points out. To learn
scape projects that are meant to promote more about Speck, visit www.JeffSpeck.com.
walkability downtown,” he adds. “Jeff Speck’s Speck will offer more in-depth observations
book has received substantial local interest
during a luncheon and book signing at Louand is acting as a renewed catalyst in the city’s
ie’s Modern, 1289 N. Palm Ave., on Thursday,
continuing efforts to bring new urbanism and
March 21, at 11:30 a.m., the release continues.
sustainability to our urban core.”
Tickets for the event are $40 in advance. To
Speck served as director of design at the Na- purchase them online through the Downtown
tional Endowment for the Arts from 2003 to Sarasota Alliance, click here.
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO ADDRESS CONCERNS ABOUT COYOTES
As coyotes continue to show up in Sarasota County neighborhoods, it is important to
know what to do and what not to do if you
spot one, a county news release says.

cies and answer questions about coyote behavioral patterns, a news release says. “Physical contact between people and coyotes is
rare since the animals are instinctively afraid
of humans,” the release notes. “However,
these smart, highly adaptable animals can
live in developed areas, and over time begin
to lose their fear, resulting in possible dangerous encounters,” the release adds.

Biologists from the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) and Sarasota County staff will host Coyotes in Florida, a
free informational seminar, at 6 p.m. Monday,
March 25, at the Sarasota County Operations
Center, 1001 Sarasota Center Blvd., Sarasota. Residents who witness aggressive coyote behavior should report it to the regional FWC
FWC experts will talk about strategies that office at 863-648-3200 or call the FWC wildlife
homeowners can use to coexist with the spe- hotline, 1-888-404-3922, the release notes.

Coyotes are being reported in Sarasota County neighborhoods. Photo by Christopher Bruno via Wikimedia Commons
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ORIOLES GAME A SELLOUT FOR RIPKEN APPEARANCE
With Hall of Famer Cal Ripken Jr. on hand to
throw out the ceremonial first pitch on March
7, the Baltimore Orioles recorded a crowd of
7,465 at Ed Smith Stadium in Sarasota — a
sellout, according to Monica Barlow, the
team’s public relations director.

Ripken brought with him 400 copies of his
new book, Wild Pitch, and sold every single
one of them, Barlow added. He signed each
copy, she pointed out, which took about two
hours.

The visit was part of a national book tour for
Wild Pitch, the third installment in the New
The team played the Toronto Blue Jays York Times best-selling Cal Ripken, Jr.’s Allthat day.
Stars series for children.

Cal Ripkin Jr. (second from right) autographs an Orioles shirt for a fan at Ed Smith Stadium on
March 7. Photo by Norman Schimmel
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Cal Ripken Jr. autographs a copy of his new book, Wild Pitch, at Ed Smith Stadium on March 7.
Photo by Norman Schimmel

People wait in line on the lower concourse of Ed Smith Stadium to talk with Ripken and buy his
book. Photo by Norman Schimmel
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CONCERT CANCELLED BECAUSE OF SEQUESTRATION
Faith Lutheran Church has announced it was
informed late on the night of March 13 that
the U.S. Army Chorus concert it was offering
on March 15 has been canceled by the Public
Affairs Office of the U.S. Army because of the
sequester.

Ticket holders may return their tickets to
Faith Lutheran Church at 7750 Beneva Road
in Sarasota between 6 and 7:30 p.m. on March
15 or between 8:30 and 11 a.m. on Sunday,
March 17.

All other activities for the quartet of singers in
the Sarasota area have also been cancelled, a For further information, contact the church
at 924-4664.
news release says.

WEBINARS OFFER HOMEOWNERS TIPS TO AVOID WINDSTORM DAMAGE
With the approach of the hurricane season
on June 1, the Florida Division of Emergency
Management and Florida’s Foundation are offering a series of webinars on what homeowners can do to prepare their homes to withstand
high winds, Sarasota County has announced.
The webinars are offered through June 25. A
list of times and dates is available on the Florida’s Foundation website.
“The webinars are part of the county’s mitigation program to reduce damage to homeowners’ property,” said Richard Kerkering,
Sarasota County Emergency Management
planning chief, in a news release. “The webinars explain wind forces on houses and ways
to strengthen the structures.”

Hurricane Andrew flattened the Dadeland Mobile Home Park in south Florida in 1992. Photo courtesy of NOAA via Wikimedia Commons

The website also contains a Homeowners
Wind Mitigation booklet that offers techniques
for avoiding wind damage, the release adds.
For more information, contact the Sarasota
County Call Center at 861-5000 (TTY: 7-1-1) or
visit www.scgov.net.

CORRECTIONS
A news brief in the March 8 issue about the The editorial in the first version of the March
recommendation of a bid for the Beach Road 8 issue said Susan Chapman, a candidate for
drainage/Siesta Key Public Beach stormwater Sarasota City Commission, is the chairman
project had an incorrect figure.
of the city’s Planning Board. She is a former
The lowest bid submitted was $4,467,933.30 chairman of that board.
from Gibbs & Register Inc. of Winter Garden;
that figure included alternate work proposed The editorial was corrected on the morning
of March 8. %
for the project.

Planned Parenthood Of
Southwest And Central Florida

941-953-4060
MyPlannedParenthood.org

Join us for our 47th Annual Dinner Celebration!
March 5, 2013 • Municipal Auditorium Tickets start at $175
Enjoy dinner and a spectacular silent auction experience while
supporting Planned Parenthood.

Meet guest speaker Lizz Winstead, comedian and
political satirist known for her work as co-creator
and former head writer for “The Daily Show,”
and “Air America Radio.”
Become a sponsor or silent auction donor!
941.365.3913 x1124
www.MyPlannedParenthood.org
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LEGISLATURE’S ANNUAL ‘MISOGYNY FEST’ IN FULL SWING

EDITORIAL

The Florida Legisla- ban abortion outright and violate the sanctity
ture has returned to of the doctor-patient relationship, a cornerTallahassee and has wasted no time in intro- stone of civilized medical practice.
ducing a number of bills designed to diminish
Only eight years after legislators acted, in
the status of women, reduce their ability to
spite of no professional qualifications, to
obtain proper healthcare and deny to them trump the actions of trained physicians in the
rights which are guaranteed by the United
Terri Schiavo case,
States of America (of
they apparently have
which Florida, legislanot tired of showing
Disregarding
the
constitutional
tive efforts to the conthe world that their igright
that
American
women
have
to
safe,
trary, is a constituent
legal abortions — a right upheld by the norance and malignity
part).
will always take prece-

United States Supreme Court — these
L e g i s l a t o r s h a v e bills insert the ignorant opinions and
launched an all-out beliefs of legislators into complex medical
decisions that are best left to trained
attack on women’s
professionals.
reproductive choice
with bills that seek to

dence over the sound
decisions of medical
professionals.
The worst of these
bills are SB 1056, intro-
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duced by Sen. Greg Evers, and the companion
bill in the House, HB 395, introduced by Rep.
Charles Van Zant. These seek to outlaw abortion of any kind in the state of Florida, with
no exceptions for pregnancies resulting from
rape, incest or other sexual assault. Very limited exceptions exist for the life of the mother
or other narrowly defined medical emergencies, quite similar to the narrowly defined restrictions in Ireland that recently resulted in
the death of a pregnant physician who had
developed septicemia.
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ing it a crime to perform an abortion if the
patient’s motivation is based on race or gender of the fetus. These misguided bills attempt
to create the myth that abortions are routinely sought for the purpose of gender selection
and foster the eristic view that abortions are
a form of racial genocide.

While gender selection is practiced elsewhere
in the world, the World Health Organization,
in concert with other human rights organizations, has stated that “... curtailing abortion
access is not a legitimate means of addressDisregarding the constitutional right that ing sex selection, and that gender bias can be
American women have to safe, legal abor- resolved only by addressing the underlying
tions — a right upheld by the United States conditions that lead to it.”
Supreme Court — these bills insert the igno- It is also ironic that the Legislature’s obvious
rant opinions and beliefs of legislators into patriarchal bias creates the very “premium”
complex medical decisions that are best left on male offspring that has led to gender seto trained professionals.
lection in other countries.
It is ironic that the same legislators who pass
laws outlawing the practice of medicine by
untrained and unlicensed persons seem so intent on defying their own proscriptions. But
then, the Legislature has consistently exempted itself from laws and regulations binding
upon all other people in the state (e.g., ethical
practices).

Another pair of bills — SB 876 and HB 759
— has the apparently well-intentioned effect
of making it a crime to destroy a fetus in the
commission of another crime. But, unlike the
so-called “fetal homicide” laws adopted in
other states, these bills seek to define human
personhood as occurring at conception, thus
criminalizing the destruction of a fertilized
egg — equating the act with the killing of an
In that vein, two other bills — SB 1072 and HB
adult.
845, also introduced by Evers and Van Zant —
seek to turn doctors into criminal investiga- Similar “personhood” initiatives have failed in
tors and their patients into suspects by mak- other states, including Mississippi. However,
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it appears the intent of this proposed law’s
authors is to disguise their effort by titling
the bills, “Unborn Victims of Violence,” and
claiming the intention is to reduce domestic
violence.
The bills also are troubling constitutionally
because they remove the scienter, or “knowledge and intent” requirement, for all offenses enumerated in them. That means there is
no requirement to prove that the perpetrator
knew or should have known about the victim’s
pregnancy or that there was an intent to cause
harm to, or destroy, the fetus.
Domestic violence is a serious concern in our
state. Yet, the Legislature has seen fit to curtail
spending for shelters for victims of domestic
violence and other proactive efforts to reduce
its incidence. With these bills, it further mocks
the real victims of domestic violence by focusing solely on harm done to a fertilized ovum.
These are not the only bills introduced in the
Legislature to limit access by women to legal
abortions, but they are some of the worst. And
they demonstrate the ongoing animosity displayed by legislators against the women of the
state, in the continued effort to limit women’s
rights and imperil their health.
In a time when the state is struggling to recover from the effects of the Great Recession
and many Floridians are searching in vain for
meaningful employment; when the environ-
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ment of the state is so woefully neglected that
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
has assumed authority over 85 percent of the
state’s waterways; when millions of property
owners face economic ruin from a catastrophic hurricane because of the dysfunction in the
state’s insurance industry; and when health
insurance still is beyond the reach of millions
because the Legislature will not accept the Affordable Care Act as the law of the land, it is
especially frustrating that legislators continue to engage in hateful, misogynistic tactics
that hurt half of our residents and hold us up
to ridicule in the rest of the country and the
civilized world. %
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Sarasota News Leader welcomes letters to the
editor from its readers. Letters should be no more than 300 words
in length, and include the name, street
address and telephone number of the
writer. Letters should be emailed to
Letters@SarasotaNewsLeader.com, with
“Letter to the Editor” in the subject line. Letters actually printed will be selected based
on space available, subject matter and other factors. We reserve the right to edit any
letters submitted for length, grammar, spelling, etc. All letters submitted become the
property of The Sarasota News Leader.
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NO REST FOR THE WICKED
By David Staats
Contributing Writer

PresCOMMENTARY Venezuelan
ident Hugo

Chavez, the anti-U.S./United Kingdom socialist despot, died from an unspecified cancer on
March 5. His final words were “I don’t want to
die. Please don’t let me die.”
In view of the fact that his heir apparent, Interim President Nicolas Maduro, plans to exhibit Chavez’s embalmed corpse “for eternity”
in a museum, the late president’s dying plea
takes on special meaning.

Vladimir Ilyich Lenin (1870-1924), leader of
the Bolshevik Revolution and founder of the
Soviet Union, ranks first on the list of mummified socialist corpses. The success of his
transformation from national leader to national relic is due exclusively to the remarkable
talents of his team of embalmers and those
of their successor morticians. The history of
the team’s accomplishments is ably recorded
in the book Lenin’s Embalmers by Professor Ilya B. Zbarsky (1913-2007), a member of
the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences who
headed the Department of Developmental Biology (1956-1989), which was responsible for
Lenin’s postmortem care.

Chavez is being readied to join a select group
of socialist corpses preserved for the ages as
national relics. They include Russia’s Vladimir
I. Lenin, China’s Mao Zedong, Vietnam’s Ho Professor Boris Zbarsky, Ilya’s father, had emChi Minh and North Korea’s Kims, père et fils. balmed the body in 1924.
Popular only in the U.S. and Canada, embalm- After Hitler invaded the USSR in May 1941,
ing is a highly invasive process that replac- Stalin ordered that Lenin’s corpse be secretly
taken by special train guarded by NKVD (sees blood with formaldehyde, as well as othcret police) troops to Tyumen in Siberia, some
er toxic embalming fluids. Sometimes dye is
1,000 miles to the east, for safekeeping. Bemixed with the embalming fluids to produce fore the body left Moscow for Tyumen, howthe superficial, short-lasting effect of rosy skin ever, Lenin’s brain was removed from his skull
color.
and preserved in paraffin. The brain remained
Embalming is only intended to preserve a body in wartime Moscow. It is there today. Boris
temporarily until burial, allowing mourners to and Ilya Zbarsky accompanied the body and
view the dearly departed in a state of “restful tended to it over the next four years. With the
repose” so they can leave with a “beautiful war’s end, Lenin and the Zbarskys returned to
memory picture,” as per the industry litera- Moscow.
ture. Embalming is not intended to prevent a Preserving Lenin’s corpse is labor-intensive.
body’s eventual decomposition. For that there It is also expensive: about $500,000 per year.
is mummification.
Twice a week the mummy’s face and hands are
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soaked in a special preservative and carefully
inspected for signs of mold and decay. Every
year the body is submerged in a tank of this
special preservative for six weeks. The process is apparently quite successful; so much
so that Ho Chi Minh’s corpse is flown from
Hanoi to Moscow for an annual two-month
makeover.
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Mao’s corpse embalmed for permanent display in a crystal casket resting in a grand mausoleum in the middle of Tiananmen Square in
Beijing. It was meant to surpass in grandeur
that of Lenin’s Mausoleum in Red Square in
Moscow.
It is important to keep in mind that in 1976
the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of
China were in conflict with one another over
several doctrinal and policy issues of critical importance. Relations between the two
communist giants were icy. For understandable ideological reasons, the Soviets did not
want a Chinese relic in the form of Mao’s preserved corpse to challenge that of Lenin’s. For
this reason the Russians withheld from the
Chinese the mummification technology that
had been so successful in preserving Lenin’s
corpse.

State funding for preserving Lenin’s corpse
ended in 1991 with the implosion of the Soviet
Union. Since then, the work of the preservationists has depended on private donations,
which have been generous. The preservation
team also has offered its services to private
individuals — for a hefty fee, of course. Business is said to be brisk among the families of
Russian oligarchs, mafia chieftains and others. Please click on this link for details. The
team has offered its services to the Venezuelan government to embalm and maintain Hugo
After failing to acquire this technology from
Chavez’s body.
Vietnam, which had used it to preserve the
The mummification techniques pioneered and body of Ho Chi Minh (1890-1969), a team of
perfected by the Russians are producing high- nearly 40 Chinese physicians, nurses and morly satisfactory results. This is not always true tuary specialists, relying on a single library
of the work of embalmers of other nationali- book describing embalming techniques, deties. For example, the syphilitic body of Kle- cided to go it alone — with disastrous consement Gottwald (1896-1953), Czechoslovakia’s quences.
first communist president, was embalmed and
placed on public display in 1953. After a while Following the initial treatment, during which
the corpse’s legs fell off. They were replaced six times the normal volume of formaldehyde
with artificial limbs. Then the chest cavity col- was injected into Mao’s body (“just to make
lapsed. Decomposition persisted. Finally, in sure”), the corpse bloated horribly. Li Zhisui,
1962, what remained of Comrade Gottwald MD, author of The Private Life of Chairman
was scooped out of his sarcophagus and cre- Mao, who presided over this procedure, wrote
that “Mao’s face was a round as a ball and his
mated.
neck was the width of his head. His ears stuck
Mao Zedong died in 1976 at the age of 82. He out at right angles. Formaldehyde oozed from
had often stated his wish that his body be his pores … For another five hours the team
cremated. Mao’s successors ignored his tes- worked with towels and cotton balls to force
tamentary directions. Instead, they ordered the liquid down into Mao’s body. At last his
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face looked normal. But his chest was still
swollen. So we slit his jacket and trousers
in the back to cover his new bulk. The body
was then draped with the red Communist party flag and placed in a vacuum sealed crystal
casket.”
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Without family permission, Princess Diana
was illegally embalmed by French mortician Jean Monceau following her death in
an automobile wreck in Paris on August 31,
1997. This procedure was done, Monceau explained, to prevent her body from decaying in
Speculation persists that thanks to the team’s the extreme heat in Paris at the time. In any
incompetent craftsmanship, Mao’s body de- event, Diana’s body was entombed and not
composed long ago and that a mannequin exhibited.
has replaced it in the crystal casket. If so, the Nicknamed “Goofy” for his big feet and skinny
Great Helmsman may finally have been grant- frame as a teenager, Commandante President
ed his wish for cremation.
Chavez faces a busy afterlife. A squad of morThe body of Eva (“Evita”) Perón (1919-1952) ticians will attend him constantly, ensuring
was a well-traveled cadaver, covering 14,500 that his corpse is uncorrupted by the natural
miles in 20 years. This bizarre odyssey was forces of decomposition. Intervention will be
ordered by the junta that overthrew Presi- weekly, if not more frequent.
dent Juan Perón so the final resting place of
Evita’s corpse would not become a Perónist Like Uncle Ho, The-Relic-Formerly-Known-asshrine and pilgrimage destination. Her corpse Chavez will likely have to be transported to
was described as waxlike. On orders from the Moscow annually for regular maintenance. To
junta, one of her fingers was snipped off and keep the body at optimum humidity, a regutested to determine whether it was indeed hu- lating device may have to be implanted in the
man. It was. Then the junta had the mummy chest cavity. The chemical composition of the
surreptitiously flown to Europe for a series of atmosphere within the sarcophagus will have
burials under false names. It went from Bue- to be carefully balanced. The temperature innos Aires to Bonn, then to Milan, then to Ma- side and outside the sarcophagus will also
drid and finally back to Buenos Aires. When require regulation. The body will be bathed
Evita’s mummy was returned to Juan Perón, in soft pink light throughout eternity to give
he often kept her coffin on his dining room ta- it a more natural appearance. Immortality, it
ble. It is said that at Perón’s request, his third seems, is not without its price or humiliations.
wife, Isabel, now 82, would sometimes crawl
into the coffin with Evita’s corpse to draw into The future destined for Chavez’s earthly reherself the spiritual energy radiating from the mains will not be pretty. One is reminded of
Evelyn Waugh’s doggerel eulogy for a characexceedingly well-preserved mummy.
ter in his novel The Loved One: “… Here pickNot all recent mummies in glass display cas- led in formaldehyde and painted like a whore,
es are socialists. There is Ferdinand Marcos shrimp-pink incorruptible, not lost nor gone
(1917-1989), the Philippines dictator. His em- before.”
balmer, Frank Malabed, 62, has offered his
services to the Venezuelan Government to Poor Hugo. There really is no rest for the
preserve the remains of Chavez.
wicked. %
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THE MONTH OF PROUST
During his March 5 lecture at New College, Proust scholar William C. Carter noted the influence
Proust has had on popular culture. The graphic in this slide is from a special edition of Sports Illustrated honoring Proust. All photos by Arielle Scherr

PROUST PROJECT SARASOTA CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF SWANN’S WAY
By Tyler Whitson
Staff Writer
This year marks the centennial anniversary
of the original French publication of Marcel
Proust’s Du Côté de Chez Swann, or Swann’s
Way, the first volume of the epic, seven-volume magnum opus À la Recherche du Temps
Perdu, or In Search of Lost Time.
Rather than languish on dusty shelves — as
many books written the same year will likely
do — Swann’s Way will be picked up, read
carefully and discussed by ardent fans and
newcomers alike, and in numerous languages,
as part of worldwide celebrations this year.
One of those events is local: Proust Project

Sarasota began on March 5 and concludes on
Tuesday, March 26.
Organized by Elyane Dezon-Jones, Ph.D., professor emeritus of French Literature at Washington University in St. Louis; Jocelyn Van
Tuyl, Ph.D., New College of Florida professor
of French language and Literature; Barbara
Frey, president of the Board of Directors of the
Alliance Française de Sarasota; and Vera Neumann-Wood, senior librarian at the Selby Public
Library, Proust Project Sarasota has so far been
a diverse multimedia event that has done far
more than simply highlight the writing itself.
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At various locations in Sarasota — including New College, Selby Public Library, the
Alliance Française de Sarasota and Stakenborg Fine Art — Proust Project Sarasota has
and will express appreciation for the many
facets of Swann’s Way with lectures on the
text in English and French by noted academicians from universities across the United
States as well as France; participatory book
discussions; documentary and film adaptation
screenings; an art gallery featuring pieces by
artists alluded to in the book; presentations
about the book’s legacy and its future; and
even a lecture relating Proust to neuroscience.

Page 72

AN ENDURING WORK
During the celebration’s opening lecture,
Proust: A Centenary Tribute, on March 5 in
New College’s Mildred Sainer Pavilion, William C. Carter, Ph.D., distinguished professor emeritus of French at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham, explained that the
book’s enduring prestige and popularity are
the results of its own merit and not of outside
influences.
“À la Recherche du Temps Perdu is not a
book that has been kept alive by the academy,” Carter said to a rapt audience. “No professor in a classroom can breathe life into a

During his lecture for Proust Project Sarasota on March 5, William C. Carter commented that the
celebration itself is very Proustian. ‘We are retrospective; we’re looking backwards,’ he said. ‘But
we’re also prospective: We’re looking into the future.’
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(From left) Proust Project Sarasota organizers Jocelyn Van Tuyl, Elyane Dezon-Jones and Barbara
Frey gather following the celebration’s kickoff lecture on March 5 at New College.

New College of Florida’s Jane Bancroft Cook Library has organized a display in honor of Proust and
the 100th anniversary of the publication of Swann’s Way.
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work that is dead, that no longer speaks to us held view that it is a complicated work that
could prove laborious or overly challenging
and mainly for us.”
for the average reader.
Carter went on to explain that part of the
reason In Search of Lost Time remains both Those who have read the book, however, ofrelevant and appreciated a century after its ten find such characterizations unfair.
publication is that the narrative deals with “Proust is not difficult,” Van Tuyl told The
universal themes such as the creative process, Sarasota News Leader in an interview after
memory and the individual’s reflection on past the March 5 lecture. (She helped organize
experiences.
many of the New College events.) “He’s dense,
In spite of the relatability of the story — in he’s complex, but he’s very readable,” she conwhich a narrator expounds on his own in- tinued, explaining that those who have enterability to write while recounting numerous tained the idea of reading In Search of Lost
Time should not hesitate to dive right into it.
memories from his past — many prospective
readers have been deterred from beginning In Dezon-Jones — who has authored numerous
Search of Lost Time. People are often daunt- works on Proust, including a mystery novel
ed by the book’s length — it surpasses 4,000 titled, Murder Chez Proust, published in 1994
pages in certain editions — and the commonly under the pseudonym Estelle Monbrun —

Proust scholars William C. Carter (left), and Marilyn Sachs pose following the Proust Project Sarasota kickoff lecture at New College. Carter’s Proust biography, Proust: A Life, will be reissued at the
end of this month by Yale University Press, and Sachs’ upcoming book In Search of a Lost Source:
Marcel Proust in the Light of William James, will be published this year by Lexington Books.
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agrees with Van Tuyl about the overall readability of In Search of Lost Time. However,
she offers different advice to readers preparing to tackle the initial volume. “I say that it
would be good to skip the first 40 pages,” she
said in an interview with the News Leader after the March 5 lecture, referring to the Overture section; she believes it can discourage
some readers.
She pointed out that the following section,
Combray, would likely serve as a better introduction for most readers. “It’s easier because
it’s the story of a child who is in a French village and people can relate to that,” she said.
While Van Tuyl agrees that the Overture section of Swann’s Way can be considered somewhat dense, she views it as an opportunity
for the reader to begin pondering the novel’s
themes. In fact, she said, she even uses the beginning pages to introduce her Proust seminar
students to the text on the first day of class.
At that point, many of them have not had the
opportunity to obtain a copy of the book.
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picking up a copy of Swann’s Way. Although
the festivities in Sarasota are about halfway
complete, a few upcoming events have been
designed to intrigue new readers and enthrall
longtime devotees.
On Friday, March 15, from 6 to 9 p.m., Stakenborg Fine Art, located at 1545 Main St., Sarasota, will host an exhibition of works by artists mentioned in Swann’s Way. On Tuesday,
March 19, at 7 p.m. at New College’s Mildred
Sainer Pavilion, David R. Ellison, Ph.D., distinguished professor in the humanities at the
University of Miami, will lecture on the theme,
Proust’s Reception in the Anglo American
World.
On Monday, March 25, from 3 to 4 p.m. at
Selby Public Library, 1331 First St., Sarasota,
Dezon-Jones; Inge Wimmers, Ph.D., professor
of French Studies at Brown University; and
Sylvia Eckes will present a program titled,
Madeleines, Macarons and Music about the
musical pieces Proust alluded to in Swann’s
Way.

The final event, on Tuesday, March 26, at 7
p.m. at New College’s Sainer Pavilion, will
feature a lecture by Wimmers, titled, Proust,
the Arts and Neuroscience. Afterward, Dezon-Jones will offer closing remarks titled,
In spite of her appreciation of the Overture, Reading Proust Tomorrow.
Van Tuyl says those who feel put off by it can Even after Proust Project Sarasota concludes,
“go ahead to the happy childhood section.” a number of similar celebrations will take
Still, she hinted, “It gets much more twisted place throughout the world leading up to the
later.”
official 100th anniversary of Swann’s Way on
“We can spend an hour and a half ... talking
about this one paragraph where he talks about
disorientation when you’re awoken in the
midst of a deep sleep,” she added.

Nov. 13. In addition, November will see the
publication by Yale University Press of a new
Regardless of where one begins, Dezon-Jones edition of the acclaimed Charles Kenneth
and Van Tuyl concur that now is the best time Scott Moncrieff translation of that volume,
to begin reading In Search of Lost Time by revised and annotated by Carter himself. %

PROJECT CONTINUES

ASK OTUS

Otus Rufous, an Eastern Screech-Owl, was born on Siesta Key
and is a full-time resident there. An avid hunter, accomplished
vocalist and genuine night owl, Otus is a keen observer of
our local wildlife and knows many of nature’s secrets. Otus
will answer your questions about our amazing wildlife, but
only if you Ask Otus. So please send your questions and
photos to askotus@sarasotanewsleader.com. Thank you.

PUTTER THE PRAIRIE DOG REMAINS SAFE AND WELL AT SARASOTA JUNGLE
GARDENS, WHERE MANY DESERVING ANIMALS CAN BE ‘ADOPTED’
Dear Readers,

from an avid golfer concerned over his course
scores — anything over par and he could
blame Putter’s bumpy tunnels; anything under par, well, that is what he would have shot
last year if it had not been for Putter’s bumpy
tunnels. Sounds squirrely to me!

Good grief! What is this fascination with
flea-infested rodents? Having disposed of the
tree rat (i.e., Eastern Gray Squirrel) in a column published just a couple of weeks ago,
I am now asked for an update on Putter the For those lucky readers, who are blissfully unPrairie Dog, a ground rat! This request comes aware of the history of Putter’s plight …

Putter the Prairie Dog. File photo
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In the winter of 2012, Putter, a black-tailed
Prairie Dog (Cynomys ludovicianus), was
dumped on the historic Bobby Jones Golf
Club in Sarasota, where he ruled over the
course. At first, he was a popular ruler and
admired for his industriousness and toothy
grin. He was even interviewed by NBC’s Brian Williams, but a difference over the principles of club governance led to his downfall.
The club’s members were timocrats. They believed that possession of property is required
in order to hold office. Well, they did actually
own the land and knew how to use it wisely
for the benefit of mankind’s golfing passion.
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Putter was more of a socialist freebooter and
believed in physiocracy (Greek for “government of nature”); i.e., the wealth of the club
was derived from land development. So, after
he constructed the club’s 19th hole without
the proper permits and neglected to apply for
a liquor license, he was deposed and sent into
exile at the Sarasota Jungle Gardens (SJG).
Sic transit gloria Cynomys ludicrous.
Putter was probably one of those “adorable”
(i.e., almost as cute as an owlet) pups bought
as a child’s pet by well-intentioned but rather uninformed parents. “Mommy, Daddy, he’s
sooo cute. Can I have him? Pleeeeeease!”

Squint, the tiny Eastern Screech Owl at Sarasota Jungle Gardens, is perched on a gloved hand. File photo
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Poor family. Poor Putter! But what wonderfully kind and dedicated staffs at the Bobby
Jones Golf Course and Sarasota Jungle Gardens, who rescued him and will allow him to
live out the rest of his healthy, but rather lonely life, in a safe environment.
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and claws meant for digging burrows that can
be up to 10 feet deep and 30 feet long. Even
worse, Putter cannot be litter-box trained.
As buyer’s remorse sets in, what is the rueful,
but well-meaning pet owner to do? The most
commonly chosen solution is to dump Putter
into the wild; after all, that is where feral animals belong, right? But Putter is an “exotic”
non-native-to-Florida species. He cannot be
considered an exotic “invasive” species (such
as the Spiny Black-Tailed Iguana) because he
is quite out of his element here and does not
stand a chance of surviving long in the wild,
never mind breeding and producing more little flea-infested ground rats just like him.

According to the SJG resident Eastern Screech
Owl, Squint, a marvelous gossip who eavesdrops on all SJG staff conversations, Putter
is a great pet during the first few minutes you
bring him home. After that, it is all downhill —
literally! Prairie Dogs can only live their lives
to the fullest when they are a part of their “coterie/town,” the terms for a group of Prairie
Dogs. The instinctive ethos of that coterie is
that its members live, love and breed, and die It is at this point I wish Charles Dickens had
— sometimes even sacrificing their lives — chosen Putter rather than Oliver as his protagonist because you now would be reading
for the benefit and survival of that coterie.
a true tale of pathos rather than bathos. Here
What the new pet owner ends up with is a is this abandoned orphan: He is starving; he
feral rodent with little scissors-sharp teeth is deprived of his natural birthright, his fam-

Dominic the American Crocodile. File photo
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ily and friends; and he is preyed upon by the
“lowest and most vicious” elements of our society — the timocrats, the alligator, the pygmy
rattlesnake, the hawk, the eagle, the fire ants
and the rains that suddenly flood his new burrow. And he is all alone. That is, until Sarasota
Jungle Gardens agreed to adopt and maintain
him. But even then, Putter had to be quarantined (alone) for several weeks to insure he
could not transmit the bubonic plague to Bob

Buster the White Peacock. File photo
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and Pork Chop, his new Prairie Dog companions, with whom he has a cordial relationship.
PLEEEEEEASE, dear readers, if you are considering acquiring an exotic pet, know that
there are ways to enjoy one without the painful scratches on the ankles or bites on the
hands and face; without the expenses of veterinary care or pet boarding and those hard-toremove stains on your wall-to-wall carpeting.
Sarasota Jungle Gardens has an Adopt An Ani-
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Bocca and Pepper, the Sun Conures. File photo

A Catalina Macaw. File photo
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mal program, which, for as little as $35 a year,
will allow you the privilege of knowing that
“your” pet is in good hands, in good health and
is educating us on what makes it so unique
and wonderful. Read all about it here.
I would now like to introduce readers to several other orphan residents at SJG. Like Putter, they all have very sad stories to tell and
when you visit the Gardens you can ask the
dedicated staff there to recount to you those
hard-luck stories. Bring some Kleenex!
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Squint, my dear friend, who has all the makings of a great gossip columnist. Squint was
taken in by Sarasota Jungle Gardens after she
was hit by a car. She lost her right eye and
is painfully shy due to this physical impairment; she rarely poses for direct headshots.
You see, the basic element of an animal’s haecceity is procreation and proliferation of the
species, so animals must always look their
best, be impeccably groomed, parasite-free,
display prowess and skills in hunting and

Sulcata tortoises mating at Sarasota Jungle Gardens. File photo
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hopefully make themselves attractive to a potential mate. Squint is healthy and impeccably
groomed, but she no longer is able to fend for
herself in the wild or attract a mate.

throughout the wild in Florida, mostly in
south Florida. If you are unlucky and do not
see him, you might get eaten! His open mouth
shows him “gaping.” Because crocs are ectothermic, they need to regulate body heat by
Being an owl, Squint has taken a philosophical absorbing the sun’s warmth in any manner
stance on her situation. She loves her role as they can. Well, that is the scientific explanaan educational bird and frequently appears in tion for “gaping.”
SJG’s Birds of Prey presentations. Her calm,
gentle demeanor and exquisite petite features Squint secretly confided in me that Dominic
make her awfully popular with the children, is hoping some plump, juicy morsel, such as a
whereas the Red-Tailed Hawk in the program lost poodle, might one day land in his mouth.
Dream on, great American Crocodile!
inspires awe rather than cuddly feelings.
Dominic is our very own native American Buster is a White Peacock, not an albino. He
Crocodile. If you are lucky, you will see him just showed up at the Gardens one day, liked

A Flamboyance of Flamingos. File photo
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what he saw, and stayed! Squint says peacocks
are very affectionate and crave companionship. I think she has great empathy for Buster’s loneliness and admiration for his fading
beauty.
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A Flamboyance of Flamingos. That is what
a flamingo group is called, and they are always
a crowd pleaser. Visitors actually get to feed
these birds with little food pellets bought at
the entry ticket counter. Squint advises a person to extend an arm with the pellets plainly
displayed in an open palm with fingers held
together. Squint assured me no one has ever
lost a finger to these birds because flamingos
do not eat sausages.

Bocca and Pepper are the Sun Conures.
Charming pair! You can (for a small fee) have
your photo taken with them sitting on your
shoulder, or you can choose from a variety of
other spectacular parrots, such as the CataliI also have included a picture of an unidenna macaw, to have the kids pose with.
tified bird at SJG. Can you guess what it is?
Sulcata Tortoise pair: The third largest tor- I will give you a hint: Its scary, cacophonous
toise species on earth! Squint confides that call was used in many Tarzan movies, but it is
they are at “it” nonstop! Squint once asked an Australian, not an African, native.
them their names, but they pretended not to
Otus %
hear her, or maybe they actually did not.

The mystery bird at Sarasota Jungle Gardens. File photo

The Progressive Voice
of Southwest Florida

I like to take my time.
Sure, it’s a temptation to rush. Each issue of The Sarasota News Leader is brimfull of
in-depth coverage of all the news and goings-on in Sarasota County. And it has delightful
and informative feature stories. Thanks to its partnership with This Week In Sarasota,
I always know what the most exciting happenings are each week. Plus, it is simply so
beautiful, with photography that takes my breath away.
There is so much there, I don’t know where to begin. So it is hard to resist the urge to
read it all at once. But I know better. Take your time and indulge in all that it has to offer.

You have a whole week.
SarasotaNewsLeader.com • Old school journalism. 21st century delivery.

Siesta Seen
STORMWATER PROJECT BID COMING TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION
MARCH 19; VILLAGE CROSSWALK LIGHTING REPORT DUE AT ANY TIME;
ADOPT-A-ROAD EFFORT NETS RECORD TURNOUT
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor

Sarasota County staff remains at work on two
big projects for Siesta Key — the construction of a new stormwater system at the public
beach (referred to as the “Beach Road Drainage Project”) and the illumination of crosswalks in Siesta Village.

the county’s chief engineer, wrote that the bid
award for the stormwater project is to go before the board on March 19.

He pointed out what The Sarasota News Leader reported last week: The company submitting the lowest bid, Gibbs & Register Inc. of
In his March 4 capital assets update to the Winter Garden, was found to be insufficiently
County Commission, James K. Harriott Jr., qualified to handle the work. That meant the

Tourists on Siesta Key may be coping with intermittent cool weather, but that has not deterred them
from frequenting Siesta Village at night. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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Procurement Department was recommending Staff from several different county groups —
the bid go to Forsberg Construction Inc. of including Operations and Maintenance, Parks
and Recreation and the Sarasota County SherPunta Gorda.
iff’s Office — along with the design team and
The Forsberg bid for the project, plus al- representatives of the county’s Environmental
ternate work recommended by staff, was Permitting and Zoning Office, had met to talk
$4,550,683.28. Gibbs & Register’s base bid plus about the plans for trees in the new parking
the alternate was $4,467,933.30.
areas, he pointed out in his March 4 update to
The County Commission also is scheduled the commission.
to hear a staff update on March 19 regarding
spoil materials resulting from the stormwater
project. Last summer, Program Manager Carolyn Eastwood reported to the board that the
county could save about $250,000 if it could
save material excavated at the beach park for
the stormwater project and use it when the
park improvements begin.

“The project team is seeking the active input
of these groups to ensure a balanced and approvable plan,” he wrote.

Additionally, Harriott reported, oral presentations by the firms bidding for the construction
manager at risk role in the beach improvements project had been postponed. That action had been prompted by a complaint from
Digging out the new 1-acre stormwater re- one of the respondents after the bids were
tention pond would yield about 26,000 cubic winnowed to a short list.
yards of fill material, she pointed out. “We
However, Assistant County Administrator
need about 10,000 cubic yards for the park
Tom Harmer added a note to the report indiproject,” she added.
cating that staff subsequently had met with
Kimley-Horn and Associates Inc. representatives — the county’s consultants on the project — to clarify the scope of the work related
to the use of a construction manager at risk.
Therefore, the number of oral presentations
had been increased from three to five and reHowever, commissioners expressed reser- scheduled, Harmer noted.
vations about the aesthetic disruption to the
In December, the County Commission appark from having that much dirt piled up.
proved the use of a construction manager at
Harriott’s report also touched on the park im- risk for the beach project. That is a firm reprovements themselves.
sponsible for hiring the subcontractors and
Without use of any of that fill, Eastwood noted, the county would have to plan on about
1,500 dump-truck loads coming onto the island once the park improvements were under
way.
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ensuring the work comes in at or below the
projected cost.
On yet another point regarding the beach park
improvements: The News Leader reported on
Feb. 15 that Parks and Recreation General
Manager Carolyn Brown had told the County
Commission during a Feb. 8 budget workshop
that plans to create two-way traffic routes
through the park had been set aside.
Sgt. Scott Osborne, who leads the Sheriff’s Office’s Community Policing Station on Siesta
Key, announced that news to attendees of the
Siesta Key Association’s March 7 meeting.
Osborne said Sheriff’s Office representatives
had met several times with county staff over
the past month to discuss features proposed
as part of the park improvements. He pointed
out that spaces will be added and the lot will
be divided up into about four or five segments,
“changing the aesthetics of the whole parking
lot.”
However, the one-way traffic plan had been
settled on, he said, to try to prevent fights over
spaces.

Sgt. Scott Osborne addresses the Siesta Key
Association audience on March 7. Photo by
Rachel Hackney

ABOUT THE BOLLARDS
Regarding the plan to install bollards with
LED lighting at seven Siesta Village crosswalks, Harriott noted in his March 4 capital
assets report that after the low bid came in
at approximately $120,000 for that project —
with the county having estimated a total of
$31,500 — staff had requested quotes from a
firm already under general contract with the
county. He expected a report on the response
to be delivered to the County Commission this
week.

Anyone who has been to the beach on a busy
weekend, he noted, probably had seen people
get into arguments over spots for their vehicles.
As of this writing, I have seen no indication
“That’s one of our major disturbances for Si- that report has been completed. However,
Ryan Montague in the Traffic/Mobility Office
esta Key Public Beach,” Osborne added.
— who worked with Village representatives
Drivers and occupants of two vehicles pulling on company lighting demonstrations last sumup at the same at an open space can get into mer — assured me last week he would get a
pretty heated altercations, he has said many copy of the report to me once it is in the hands
of the commissioners.
times in the past.
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During the March 7 SKA meeting, Vice President Peter van Roekens — another participant
in those demos — said Montague also had told
him the report should be going soon to the
commissioners. “Please,” he added.
During the March 5 meeting of the Siesta Key
Village Association (SKVA), van Roekens expressed a bit of frustration over the fact that
he first suggested the Village crosswalk lighting in January 2012.

The volunteers filled 34 garbage bags “of
stuff,” Shay pointed out.
“Treasures,” Village Café co-owner Kay Kouvatsos interjected.
“Somebody’s garbage is somebody’s treasure,”
Shay concurred with a chuckle.

In response to a question, Shay explained the
volunteers pick up trash all along Ocean Boulevard on an official basis. Unofficially, he added, they pick up garbage on Higel Avenue up
RECORD TURNOUT
to the north Siesta bridge and along Midnight
Siesta Key Association Director Michael Shay, Pass Road by Turtle Beach.
on whom van Roekens settled the Adopt-A- “Technically, we work on that Higel stretch
Road mantle last year, reported at the March with the Bay Island Association,” he noted.
5 SKVA meeting that the SKA and SKVA had a Four people from that organization routinerecord turnout for their latest island cleanup. ly handle the cleanup effort from the north
bridge to the “hump” bridge on Siesta Drive,
Nineteen people showed up on Feb. 16, he
he added.
said. Based on his notes, he added, “that was
the largest group we [ever] had.”
“That’s huge,” Kouvatsos said.

Volunteers are being sought to gather up garbage on the Siesta beachfront on April 27 as part of the
Great American Cleanup. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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Shay also pointed out
that Mark Smith, past
SKVA president and
past chairman of the
Siesta Key Chamber
of Commerce, collects all the bags of
“treasures” from the
volunteers: “the bag
man,” Shay said.

American Cleanup™
is our country’s largest annual cleanup,
beautification and
community improvement program.”
Keep Sarasota County Beautiful is sponsoring the local cleanup effort for Sarasota
County on Saturday,
April 27, from 8 a.m.
until noon, he added.

“Yes, the bag man,”
Smith agreed.
Shay was quick to extend a gracious thanks
to Kouvatsos; her husband, Tom; and the
staff of Village Café.
The restaurant serves
free breakfasts to all
the Adopt-A-Road
volunteers, but Shay
— like van Roekens
before him — always
suggests heavy tipping.

The Siesta Key Village Association is reminding everyone about the annual Easter Egg
Hunt and other festivities on March 30 at
Beach Access 5. Contributed image

“The Siesta Key Association is proud
to partner with the
County for this noble
effort,” he continued.
“We intend to put together a platoon of
volunteers to clean
the Siesta Key beachfront as well as Beach
Accesses 2-11.”

The first 1,000 volunteers who register will
On a related note: During the March SKA
receive T-shirts from KSCB, trash bags and
meeting, Shay said he would have more inforgloves, he noted.
mation soon about the April 27 Great American Cleanup.
ST. PADDY’S DAY
He emailed me this week with the following With spring break fully under way on the Key,
news:
the Daiquiri Deck Raw Bar is marking St. Pat“Established by Keep America Beautiful Inc., rick’s Day — Sunday, March 17 — with a Pub
the nation’s premier litter prevention and edu- Crawl. Drink specials will be available from 10
cation organization, in partnership with state p.m. until closing. For more details, check out
and local affiliates such as ours, the Great the Daiquiri Deck website. %

ARTS BRIEFS

Parsons Dance will bring its signature performance style to the Van Wezel on March 20. Photo by
Paula Lobo

PARSONS DANCE MAKING A SARASOTA APPEARANCE MARCH 20
Parsons Dance, which combines modern and
classical dance styles, will appear at the Van
Wezel Performing Arts Hall on March 20, the
Van Wezel has announced.

cution one expects from a classical company,”
the release adds.

“‘The dancers are picked for their virtuosity,
energy and sexiness,’” says Clive Barnes of
The New York Post in the release. “‘They at“The sexy athleticism, exuberant personality tack the audience and stage like gangbusters,’”
and joyous movement that is Parsons Dance” he adds.
comprises eight full-time dancers and main- “The visionary choreography of David Partains a repertory of more than 80 works (20 sons has become the benchmark on which all
with commissioned scores) choreographed modern/classical fusion dance is compared,”
by David Parsons, a news release notes. “The the release says.
company’s style is a fusion of the gesture and Tickets are priced from $10 to $45. For more
movement that make up the modern dance information, call the box office at 953-3368 or
vocabulary and the discipline and precise exe- visit www.VanWezel.org.
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WORLD-RENOWNED CELLISTS TO PERFORM AT REDEEMER
The Hungarian father-son cello duo of Csaba and Zoltán Onczay will perform in an afternoon concert on Sunday, March 24, at the
Church of the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Ave. in
Sarasota.
Father and son perform together across the
globe as “DuOncelly” — a play on words representing the two Onczays and two cellos, a
news release notes. This unique concert will
begin at 4 p.m., sponsored by Redeemer and
the Sarasota Kossuth Club.
DuOncelly’s concert will feature a combination of well-known and lesser-known pieces
The father-son cello duo DuOncelly. Contribfor cello; the Hungarian duo has mastered
uted photo
works by Barriere, Haydn, Popper, Albéniz
and Paganini, among others, the release notes. culture through concerts, lectures and other
events, the release points out. The organizaThe suggested ticket donation is $15 ($10 for
tion is part of the Global Friendship Foundastudents); it may be made online in advance at
tion, which works to help nations of all kinds
redeemersarasota.org or by calling 955-4263.
connect through cultural activities. For more
The Kossuth Club of Sarasota is a nonprofit information about the Kossuth Club or the
that promotes the understanding of Hungarian Global Friendship Foundation, visit gffusa.org.

URBAN COWBOYS EXTENDED AGAIN, UNTIL APRIL 6
Florida Studio Theatre’s tribute to the toe-tapping sounds that brought Americans to their
feet, Urban Cowboys, has once again been extended and will play until April 6, the theatre
has announced.

ists such as Mickey Gilley, George Strait, Dolly
Parton, John Denver and Kenny Rogers,” the
release adds. “Their music forever changed
the Nashville Sound of the ’50s, which combined the traditional storytelling of country
The boot-scootin’ revue opened in Florida Stu- music with big band jazz,” it adds.
dio Theatre’s (FST) John C. Court Cabaret on
Featured performances include Take Me
Jan. 4.
Home, Country Roads, The Gambler, Looking
Urban Cowboys explores the emergence of for Love and Islands in the Stream.
country music into the mainstream, which began in the 1970s and continued into the ’80s, a Tickets may be purchased by phone at 366news release notes. “It is a tribute to the evo- 9000, online at FloridaStudioTheatre.org or at
lution of country music led by legendary art- the box office, 1241 N. Palm Ave. in Sarasota.
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SARASOTA OPERA STUDIO ARTISTS TO PRESENT CONCERT
The Sarasota Concert Association will present
Sarasota Opera’s Studio Artists in a Munchtime Musicales performance at noon on
Wednesday, March 20, at Holley Hall in the
Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center, 709 N.
Tamiami Trail in Sarasota. The concert is free
and open to the public.

the release points out. Serving Sarasota and
Manatee counties, they perform concerts of
operatic and non-operatic greats for people
who might not otherwise be able to attend
a performance, the release adds. These outreach initiatives are held in schools, retirement homes and community centers as well
The Sarasota Opera’s Studio Artists are emerg- as at guild meetings, it says.
ing artists who perform in main stage producStudio Artists not only return to Sarasota Options by serving as understudies for — or covera as principal artists, they also have gone on
ering — the principal roles and by performing
to perform with opera companies around the
supporting roles, a news release notes. “With
dozens of roles needing covers each season, world, including La Scala, the Metropolitan
the Studio Artists are often called on to substi- Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago, San Francisco
tute for an ill or injured principal, sometimes Opera and the Paris Opera, the release notes.
with little notice,” the release adds.
Seating for the performance is open; no reser“The Studio Artists are also Sarasota Op- vations are taken. For more information about
era’s ambassadors of opera, bringing music Munchtime Musicales, call 351-7467 or visit
to communities outside the Opera House,” www.scasarasota.org.

Sarasota Opera’s Studio Artists will perform on March 20 at the Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center in Sarasota. Photo courtesy of Sarasota Opera
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BRYAN ADAMS TO TAKE THE VAN WEZEL STAGE IN MAY
Bryan Adams will bring “his highly successful
solo-acoustic concert tour to Sarasota with
a special, intimate concert” at the Van Wezel
Performing Arts Hall in Sarasota on Saturday,
May 18, the hall has announced
After Adams’ recent tour stop in St. Louis,
the city’s Post Dispatch newspaper wrote,
“‘Armed only with a small array of acoustic
Bryan Adams will perform in Sarasota on
guitars, Adams packed enthusiastic fans —
May 18. Contributed photo
sometimes a bit too enthusiastic — into the
intimate Sheldon [venue] for a great night of standing ovation after ‘Run To You,’” the Tomusic and insight,’” a Van Wezel news release ronto Star reported, according to the release.
notes.
Adams has sold more than 65 million records,
“They sang along with the ever-so-familiar toured six continents and achieved No. 1 status on charts in more than 40 countries, the
choruses, filled in vocal gaps he left for them,
release points out.
clapped the missing drum parts, hummed the
missing solos and roared their approval after Tickets are on sale at vanwezel.org or at the
every offering, right up to a long and hearty box office: 953-3368. %

A Very Special Offer For Advertisers
Purchase a full-page, advertising twelve pack
between now and January 31st, 2013 and receive
four of these fantastic SNL 16oz Tervis® Tumblers.
Show your support for The Progressive Voice Of
Southwest Florida around the house, around
the office, wherever you go with these locally
manufactured, high-quality insulated tumblers.

Sales@SarasotaNewsLeader.com
or
(941) 227-1080
Advertisers must meet all terms and conditions of sale for the 12-pack advertising package. Limit of one set of four tumblers per advertiser.
Offer is valid while supplies last. “Tervis” is a registered trademark of Tervis® Tumbler Company. The Sarasota News Leader is not affiliated with Tervis® Tumbler Company.

RELIGION BRIEFS

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP WILL INCLUDE CHILDREN’S TABLEAUX
On Palm Sunday, March 24, at the Church of
the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Ave., Sarasota, the
liturgies at 7, 8:45, and 11 a.m., will include
The Liturgy of the Palms, The Passion Narrative and Holy Eucharist, the church has announced.

During the 8:45 morning Mass, children of
the parish will re-enact the Procession of the
Palms and participate in a series of “Holy
Week Tableaux” depicting events from Jesus’
final days on earth, a church news release
says.

For Palm Sunday, palm fronds decorate the entrance to the Church of the Redeemer. Contributed photo
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“The exterior and interior of the church will and circling around the Gulfstream Avenue
be reverently decorated with palm fronds to cul-de-sac back to the front of the Church of
represent the triumphal entry of Jesus into Je- the Redeemer, the release notes.
rusalem,” the release adds.
The Palm Sunday Mass will take place inside
The church will also offer a special Bilingual the church, said in Spanish and English; conLiturgical Mass (English/Spanish) at 1 p.m., gregants will be aided by a bilingual service
which will start with a Blessing of the Palms booklet.
and Procession of the Palms held outside the
A dinner in Gillespie Hall will follow, the rechurch by the Rev. Fredrick A. Robinson,
lease adds.
rector, and the Rev. Mario Castro, assistant
priest. A reenactment of Jesus Christ’s entry Complimentary parking will be available beinto Jerusalem will follow, with a procession tween 6 a.m. and 3 p.m. at the BMO Harris
traveling from the front of the church to Ring- Bank parking garage on McAnsh Square. For
ling Boulevard, north along Palm Avenue to more information, visit www.redeemersaraMcAnsh Square, then turning left on McAnsh sota.org or call 955-4263.

PRESCHOOLERS APPRECIATE THEIR VOLUNTEER READERS
Temple Emanu-El Preschool students enjoy
welcoming volunteer readers throughout
the year, as Temple members and community guests visit classrooms and share favorite
stories with the children, Preschool faculty
members say.
“Recent readers Lee Crowe and Melissa Fox
delighted the students with their enthusiasm
and warmth; and Fox made a special impression,” a news release says. “Wearing a beautiful pink dress, she was approached by one
little boy who asked earnestly, ‘Are you a
princess?’”
“The connection between Temple Emanu-El
and the preschool is very special to us,” Preschool Director Elaine Sharrock comments
in the release. “The children love seeing kind
new faces and hearing new stories. We cherish our volunteers!”
To volunteer as a reader in Temple Emanu-El
Preschool classrooms, call 377-8074.

Melissa Fox shares a story with Temple Emanu-El Preschool students. Contributed photo
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RABBI ZOLA TO RETURN TO TEMPLE EMANU-EL
By popular demand, author and scholar Rabbi Gary P. Zola, Ph.D., will return to Temple
Emanu-El, located at 151 McIntosh Road in
Sarasota, as this year’s scholar-in-residence
the weekend of March 29-30, the Temple has
announced.
Executive director of The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives
(AJA) and professor of the American Jewish
Experience at Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) in Cincinnati, Zola “is an internationally recognized historian and prolific author who has received
presidential and congressional appointments
to the Commission for the Preservation of
America’s History Abroad and the Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission,” a news
release notes. His latest book is He Was Like
One of Us! — a volume on Abraham Lincoln
and the president’s “close and captivating relationship with the Jews,” the release says.
Titled, He Was One of Us! American Jewry’s
Relationship with Abraham Lincoln, Zola’s
featured program at the Temple will focus on
this new book and explore the little-known
story of Lincoln’s connection to the Jews of
the United States.

Temple Emanu-El’s Scholar-in-Residence
Rabbi Gary P. Zola. Contributed photo

Zola will also speak during Shabbat services
on Friday, March 29, at 7:30 p.m., when he will
share the pulpit with Rabbi Brenner Glickman
and address the topic, Profiles in American
Jewish Courage. This lecture is also free and
open to all, the release points out.

“In addition to his vast knowledge, brilliant
mind and keen understanding of American
Jewish history, Rabbi Zola possesses a wonderful wit and an engaging, inspiring presence,” the release adds. His 2006 stint as Temple Emanu-El’s scholar-in-residence “is fondly
Zola’s presentation will begin Saturday, March remembered, and the congregation looks for30, at 10 a.m. The talk is free and open to all ward to his return,” the release says.
members of the community; the public is
warmly invited, the release adds.
For more information, call 371-2788.

PUBLIC WELCOME AT SECOND NIGHT SEDER ON MARCH 26
The Congregation for Humanistic Judaism
(CHJ) is extending a warm invitation to members of the public to attend its second night
Seder on March 26.

by Michael’s On East at 1212 East Ave., Sarasota.
CHJ is an affirming congregation that celebrates Jewish tradition and history in a humanistic manner, the Congregation points out.
The dinner will feature a Humanistic For more information and/or to make reserJewish Haggadah along with food prepared vations, call 929-7771. %

ComMunity
CALendar

T h e b est o f u pc o m i n g EV EN TS

15

WSLR presents ‘Spider’ John Koerner

15+

Dabbert Gallery presents Black & White & Red All Over, art by
Barbara Krupp and Allan Teger

15+

A Tribal Collection: Rainforest Masks of Costa Rica

17

Chautauqua Sunday After Brunch Soirée

20

Parsons Dance, choreographed by David Parsons

21

Author of Walkable City: How Downtown Can Save America, One
Step at a Time to speak at Downtown Sarasota Alliance luncheon

MAR

MAR

MAR

MAR

MAR

MAR

March 15, 8 p.m., Fogartyville Community Media and Arts Center, 525 Kumquat Court.
Admission: $12 in advance or $15 at the door; tickets available at WSLR.org.

Through March 30, 76 S. Palm Ave. Sarasota. Free admission; 955-1315 or
DabbertGallery.com.
March 15 to April 19, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, 900 S. Palm
Ave. Exhibit free with regular admission. Free to members and to children under age 6.
Admission for non-member adults, $17; for children 6-11, $6. Information: 366-5731 or
Selby.org.
March 17, 2 p.m., Sherra Babcock, director of education at the world-famous Chautauqua
Institution, will be at Bookstore1Sarasota, 1359 Main St., Sarasota, to talk about the role
the written word plays in Chautauqua’s mission. She also will introduce the 2013 picks
for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle — the oldest continuous book club in
the U.S. More event information at www.bookstore1sarasota.com or 365-7900.
March 20, 8 p.m., Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail. Tickets: $10-$45;
Information: 953-3368 or VanWezel.org.

March 21, 11:30 a.m., at The Francis, 1289 Palm Ave.
Tickets for the program with Jeff Speck are $40; to reserve space, call 955-5133. More
event info at www.bookstore1sarasota.com or 365-7900.

To get all the details on these and other great activities — food, nightlife, music, art, theater, children’s events, learning opportunities and more —
go to Sarasota’s No. 1 source for local events, hot
spots, fun activities and hidden gems:

SCHIMMEL
SIGHTINGS

‘MY TRAVEL AGENT
PROMISED IT’D BE WARM!’
Each week, Staff Photographer Norman Schimmel searches Sarasota County for iconic shots that
underscore why the community is a favorite with residents and tourists alike.

