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Welcome to our second edition of the complete digital edition of The Sarasota
News Leader.
We want to thank all the readers who provided comments about our inaugural
edition on Sept. 21. Yes, we still have some bugs to work out — and you’ll see
some style changes evolve over the coming weeks. Nonetheless, our focus is
going to remain on providing you the most comprehensive coverage possible
of local news and the arts and entertainment scene in Sarasota County.
Speaking of working out the bugs … It appears that more than a few of us
(including yours truly) are not as patient as we should be when it comes to
reading directions. The technology we are using does allow readers to email
story links and even print pages, for example. Taking a few minutes to peruse
the directions we provide on how to navigate the publication can prove quite
helpful, as fellow staff members reminded me.
It also is my pleasure this week to welcome aboard two new staff members.
Scott Proffitt not only has a last name well-known in the Sarasota journalism
community, he also has a passion for writing.
After graduating from the
University of Florida and
working in a variety of
fields, Scott owned the
Main Bookshop in downtown Sarasota for 20
years. Since then he’s
written for the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune and the
Pelican Press. Scott will Scott Proffitt
be covering the Sarasota County School Board
and offering assistance with our coverage of
interesting people, places and things.
We also are delighted to have Vicki Chatley
lend us her keen eye and astute judgments
as our copy editor. (Any mistakes here on
out will be attributable solely to our failure
to pay full attention to her notes.)
We hope you will continue to give us your
thoughts as we shape The Sarasota News
Leader.
With warmest regards,

Editor and Publisher
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We Defeated Unemployment Then.
We Can Do It Again.

Economic experts, not politicians, from the Right, Left and In-between,
using reliable facts, not political ads, show how THEY would create jobs
and end the Great Recession if they were elected President on Nov. 6.
Before you vote, come to the Bayfront Community Center in Sarasota on Sat.
Sept. 29 and, instead of negative debates about past mistakes by Democrats
or Republicans, learn how to put America back to work.
• Kimberly Amadeo - Expert at About.com and Author of

“The Great Recession: What Happened and How to Prosper.”
With humor and common sense she shows how our economy really works.

• Ayse Somersan, PhD - Emeritus Professor of Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison.
She is famous for making economics understandable and enjoyable.

• Stephen Scott - President, If You Want It Done Right, Do It Yourself!

Presenting the ideas of Bruce R. Bartlett, author of “The New American Economy”

• Moderator: Rob Lorei - “Florida this Week” – WEDU Ch. 3, Public Affairs & News Director WMNF-FM 88.5, Tampa.
He doesn’t tell people what to think; he wants people to think for themselves.

Info Tables (1-2pm & 5-6pm): IndependentVoting.org and WorldMoneyWatch.com

FREE to the Public • Saturday, Sep 29, 1-6pm (Speakers start 2pm sharp)
Bayfront Community Center, 803 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, Behind the Municipal
Auditorium near the Van Wezel Art Hall, ½ mile North of Fruitville Road and Rt. 41.
Entrance to Building and Parking off 10th Street and Van Wezel Way.

Tel: (617) 257-6259 • Email: IfYouWantItDoneRight@yahoo.com • Web: IfYouWantItDoneRight.org
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STILL MISSING
The Sarasota City Commission on Oct. 1 will hear an update on the ‘case of the erased emails.’ Photo by Norman Schimmel

EMAIL PROBE RAISES MORE QUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
We may never know who rummaged through
the City of Sarasota email files, or why. The
full report will not be available until the end
of October, but a preliminary report to be delivered to the City Commission on Oct. 1 indicates some answers simply are not obtainable.

the big computers that handle and store the
city’s cybernetic files.

“The case I’ve tried to make is, you get 100,000
emails a year. You have to delete them off
your laptop. You know copies are stored on
the city’s server,” Bartolotta told The Sarasota
John Jorgensen with Sylint Cyber Security, Fo- News Leader.
rensics and eDiscovery was hired to conduct
However, Jorgensen will report on Monday
a probe after a former state senator claimed
that some emails are gone forever. “It remains
then-City Manager Bob Bartolotta was erasing
that the previously identified 106 emails were
emails from city accounts. Bartolotta eventudeleted and are unrecoverable,” Jorgensen’s
ally resigned.
report says. “This is a complex dilemma and
Bartolotta argued that erasing emails from his may not be totally resolved because of the
laptop, or even his desktop computer, could dysfunctional condition of [the Information
not erase materials held on the city’s servers, Technology Department] at the time of the
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event.” When Jorgensen began looking for
backup copies on the city servers, he found
additional problems. “In order to determine
if the emails were irrevocably deleted from
the City of Sarasota email Microsoft Exchange
System, it was required of Sylint to review the
Exchange System email, capture, retention
process and backup process,” the report says.
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records request because they have access to
the public record,” he said.
It may be difficult to determine who ran these
searches because “bogus System Administrator Access Accounts had been set up which
allowed access to both the City Network and
the City Police Department Network,” the report says.

During the review, several problems arose
This particular paragraph will raise hackles
that led to the departure of the city’s IT dion Adams Lane, the site of the Sarasota Police
rector. Sylint’s report says there was a lack
Department HQ: Bartolotta urged the consol“of anyone in the Information Technology
idation of the city’s and Police Department’s
Department to accurately and completely
computer systems,
explain the Exchange
but he was rebuffed
email system and how
by police officials,
it functioned ...”
I have no idea how someone could who demanded a total
Among other prob- get access to the police system.
separation of the two
lems, the report says,
computer operations.
Bob Bartolotta
Former Sarasota City Manager
were a failure to upSylint’s note that anondate the software (“in
ymous city employees
some cases, for over three to four years”), fail- have access to police computers will raise
ing backups and the use of outdated software. eyebrows.

WHO WAS SEARCHING FOR WHOM? “The two systems are in the same building but
separated by locked doors,” said Bartolotta. “I
Jorgenson says “100’s of email searches, open have no idea how someone could get access
ended, [were] run by certain members of the to the police system.”
IT department, that were not instigated by
a Public Records Request.” He indicates the Jorgensen will report the results of the bogus
searches “were run on certain senior people system administrator searches “were placed
of the Auditor and Clerk’s Office, certain [City] on certain city employee and official’s comCommissioners and other individuals associ- puters through flash memory devices and CD/
ated with potential investigations of high-pro- DVDs. These email scans were open-ended
and contained ‘exempt’ information involved
file matters.”
in ongoing internal audits by the City Auditor
Bartolotta says such searches by city employ- and Clerk’s Office, [Housing and Urban Deees happen all the time, as they look for ref- velopment] investigations and other exempt
erence materials or updates on old issues, for information and was not for distribution outexample. “Staff doesn’t need to make a public side of those directly involved in the investigations.”
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Bartolotta says the audit of a youth program
was finished; thus, all the records had become
public. He did note that City Auditor and Clerk
Pam Nadalini had removed all files pertaining
to audits to her own personal server independent from the city system. Bartolotta asked
Jorgensen to look at those records, too – perhaps the missing emails are there – but it is
unclear whether Sylint examined that computer system as well.
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Jorgensen will report that the city’s IT department is back in order, with its email system
“documented, properly networked, updated
with version and security patches and is currently fully and reliably functional.” Both data
storage and system architecture were updated, and a new IT director is in place.

At the time the email incidents occurred, the
IT department was under Bartolotta’s management. Commissioners removed the depart“The activity had potential criminal ramifica- ment from his control and transferred it to the
tions and Sylint recommended that the Com- City Auditor and Clerk’s Office.
missioners consider asking Law Enforcement
The report is scheduled for presentation
to investigate,” the report continues. A crimduring the afternoon session of the Sarasota
inal investigation by the Florida Department
City Commission on Oct. 1.
of Law Enforcement is proceeding.
  

Old school journalism.
21st century delivery.

For Advertising Info

Sales@SarasotaNewsLeader
(941) 227-1080

CHARTER
CHALLENGES

Sarasota County Schools Superintendent Lori White listens to a speaker during the School Board’s
Sept. 18 workshop. Photo by Rachel Hackney

FOUR OF FIVE NEW PROPOSED SARASOTA COUNTY CHARTER SCHOOLS
FAIL TO MEET STATE CURRICULUM STANDARDS
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
Four of the five new charter schools proposed
for Sarasota County starting in the 2014-15
school year failed to meet the required state
curriculum standards in the initial plans they
presented to the School Board for review, district officials said.
However, board members’ questions about
those deficiencies during a Sept. 18 workshop
prompted School Board member Frank Kovach to suggest some of his colleagues were
intent on discouraging new charter schools
from opening.

in a full discussion of the topic during a later
workshop.
All the charter applicants were being accorded time to address their plans’ deficiencies,
Natalie Roca, executive director of integrated
instructional support services for the school
district, explained at the outset of the workshop discussions. The district committee that
reviews the applications would meet two
more times, Roca added, before turning over
the final materials to the School Board for its
votes during the Oct. 16 regular meeting.

Chairwoman Caroline Zucker agreed to Ko- “You may approve an application that has
vach’s request for the School Board to engage some deficiencies,” Roca told the board mem-
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bers, if they felt the applicant could remedy QUESTIONING INTENTIONS
the problems. “It’s really up to your discreAfter questioning of the third group of new
tion,” she said.
charter school applicants began, Kovach inter“We follow the state’s evaluation tool in our rupted the process, saying some of the board
process,” Roca added.
members’ comments reflected the attitude,
“’What can we do to keep charter schools out
In response to a question from Kovach, Roca
of here? Do we have enough gotchas to keep
explained that if the board denied an applicathem from becoming charter schools?’”
tion, the charter school representatives had
30 days to appeal to the Florida Department He suggested the board members talk about
of Education. The district also had the oppor- the criteria underlying the application protunity to supply its rebuttal, she said.
cess, “because I don’t really know what it is
all the time here that we are trying to do. Are
All the material then was submitted to the
we just trying to come up with reasons not
state’s Charter School Appeal Commission for
to approve charter schools, or do we want to
consideration. If the commission upheld the
work with them?”
denial of an application, the charter school
group could appeal the decision to the State Superintendent Lori White pointed out that
Board of Education.
the concern among
superintendents state“I think we have exRemember, it’s the lives of children wide is that “the moncellent charter schools
itoring and enforcehere in Sarasota,” that are affected by our decision, so we
ment [of standards
Zucker said, “and it’s have to be really sure the charter schools
for charter schools] is
because of all the help will meet the standards set out, and the
somewhat weak.”
we provide the charter curriculum will be in place.
schools in getting their
Moreover, White said,
Caroline Zucker
charters up and going.
“As charter schools inChairwoman
Remember, it’s the
School Board
crease, our enrollment
lives of children that
does not. You have inare affected by our deeffective use of facility space. That may not
cision,” she said, “so we have to be really sure be the most efficient use of taxpayer dollars.”
the charter schools will meet the standards
set out, and the curriculum will be in place.” If all five of the applications presented that
day were approved, White said, “That would
“We are stewards of the taxpayer dollars,” have a tremendous impact on our staff and
board Vice Chairwoman Carol Todd said, add- our student enrollment in our other schools.
ing that the district had prevailed in every ap- … What does that mean as we manage our
peals case but one.
resources and try to deliver the best instruction?”
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Kovach said he understood the concern about lips, who grew up in Washington, D.C., and
resources. However, he countered, “Some of graduated from Harvard University.
our best-performing charter schools are also
The academy would enroll only male, at-risk
our least expensive.”
students from low-income families, with the
Todd responded that she had heard from sev- focus on those in Newtown and north Saraeral charter school principals in the Sarasota sota.
district who “appreciate the due diligence that
Phillips and his wife, Shannon, talked with the
this board conducts in order to ensure that we
School Board about what they called a “nado have some of the best charter schools in
tional crisis” regarding the education of chilthe state.”
dren from such families, “especially males of
THE ONE OUT OF FIVE
color,” as Neil Phillips put it.
The only application on Sept. 18 that won “I was very excited to see this application
mostly plaudits from the board members was come forward,” board member Shirley Brown
for the Visible Men Academy, proposed by for- told Phillips and his group.
mer professional basketball player Neil PhilUnlike this proposal, Brown said, many of
the charter school proposals that had been

The Sarasota County School Board is scheduled to vote on new charter school applications during
its regular meeting at 3 p.m. on Oct. 16 in the board chambers at the district complex, 1980 Landings Blvd. Photo by Norman Schimmel
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brought to the School Board over the years The other proposed charter schools are as folhad not offered anything new.
lows:
“We’re very pleased to hear that and appreci- • Sarasota Academy of the Arts, which would
ate your support,” Neil Phillips replied.
serve students in grades K-8. This proposal
calls for the closing of those grades at JuIn response to board questions, members of
lie Rohr Academy in Sarasota. Current stuPhillips’ group explained they had discussed
dents would not be given an enrollment adthe proposal for the school with the staff of
vantage at the new school, if it is approved,
Newtown Redevelopment Office as well as
Julie Rohr McHugh, director of the acaderepresentatives of Girls Inc., Every Child and
my, explained to the School Board.
Forty Carrots Family Center, among other organizations.
She added that the plan called for marketing
the school to all children. “We want a nice mix
Regarding the plans for all males at the school,
of all of the ethnicities that are in Sarasota
Phillips added that research had shown it was
County.”
critical to have teachers who understood how
boys communicate at young ages,” including • The Florida Center for Early Childhood
actions “that may or may not be allowed in a
Starfish Academy, which would serve stutraditional classroom setting.”
dents in prekindergarten and kindergarten
“as they acquire the necessary social-emo“You are the only [charter] school [this year]
tional, language, literacy, and cognitive
that submitted [an application] to us that parfoundations in a developmentally appropritially meets the curriculum plan,” Todd told
ate research based learning environment,”
him, adding “my compliments to you …”
according to the application.
Nonetheless, she said, she had some concerns
Kathryn Shea, president and CEO of The Florabout the proposed services for Exceptional
ida Center, said she and her staff had seen
Children’s Education.
the increasing need for such a school over the
Phillips told her the group appreciated the op- past three years.
portunity it was being accorded, like the other
Charter funding would allow the center to
groups, “to shore up that part of the applicaprovide more resources to children, Shea said,
tion.”
adding that she understood the level of work
entailed in running a charter school, “but we
THE REST OF THE GROUP
think the kids need it and we think that they
In the four other cases, Todd asked most of deserve it.”
the hard questions, specifically in regard to
applications’ deficiencies in complying with • The Classical Academy of Sarasota, which
would serve students in grades K-8 at the
state curriculum standards — from reading
outset and add on another level each year
and language arts to Exceptional Children’s
until it had grades 9-12 as well. Proposed by
Education and English Language Learners.
Josh and Harmony Longenecker, the school
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would focus on classical literature and the cial officer, explained to The Sarasota News
writings of Jefferson, Plato and Aristotle, Leader. However, the district is able to retain
Josh Longenecker said.
5% of the funding for the first 250 students in
a charter school to cover the cost of adminis• AMIKids Sarasota County, designed for stutrative, support and monitoring services, she
dents in grades 7-12 “who are not successful
said.
in the traditional school setting,” according
to the application.
If a charter school is deemed to be high performing, the district is able to retain only 2%
Since 1996, William Goins told the board,
of the funding, Corcoran said.
AMIKids has been serving students expelled
from regular district schools who have been The Sarasota district had three high-performassigned to it by the state Department of Ju- ing charter schools in the 2011-12 school year:
venile Justice. Parents of students often have Island Village Montessori, Venice Leadership
voiced a desire to enroll their other children Academy and Sarasota School of Arts and Sciat the school, he said.
ences.

THE MONEY

The district also shares with its nine charter
schools an equal percentage of its revenue
School board members have pointed out that from the special, voted 1 mill tax, she exSarasota County is more generous in its fund- plained.
ing support of charter schools than most disFinally, Corcoran said she believed the Saratricts.
sota district to be one of only two in the state
The funding formula is calculated the same to provide a portion of its capital outlay millfor any child in a charter school as it is for age to its charter schools.
a student in a district public school, Mitsi
  
Corcoran, the Sarasota district’s chief finan-

NATIONALLY KNOWN WOMEN’S ADVOCATE TO PARTICIPATE IN
FITZGERALD RALLY ON SATURDAY
Sandra Fluke, a nationally recognized advocate for women’s health
issues and one of the star speakers
at the recent Democratic National
Convention will be a guest at a press conference and rally on Saturday, Sept. 29, for Keith
Fitzgerald, Democratic candidate for the 16th
Congressional District.
The event will take place from 5 to 6 p.m. at
the Polo Grill and Bar ballroom, 10670 Boardwalk Loop, Lakewood Ranch.

Fluke was a target of Rush Limbaugh several
months ago. Limbaugh called her a “slut” and
a prostitute for stating before Congress that
women’s contraceptives should be covered by
insurance
During the rally, Fluke will endorse Fitzgerald’s candidacy and talk about the importance
of women’s support to his campaign.






BEGINNING THE
PROCESS

Sarasota County Procurement Official Ted Coyman speaks to the County Commission Sept. 26
about proposed changes to the procurement code. Photo by Rachel Hackney

THE SARASOTA COUNTY COMMISSION THIS WEEK TOOK ITS FIRST
STEPS IN REVISING THE COUNTY’S CODE FOR HANDLING CONTRACTS
AND BID AWARDS
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
Companies no longer will have to post bonds
to protest Sarasota County bid awards, and
they’ll have more time in which to file those
protests, the County Commission decided in
a series of votes this week as it began reviewing staff recommendations for a new procurement code.

preference section would delay that schedule,
Coyman indicated.

The commissioners requested Coyman work
with local trade organizations to fine-tune the
local preference consideration for contracts,
with Commissioners Joe Barbetta and Nora
Patterson voicing the greatest concerns about
Procurement Official Ted Coyman explained current practices.
during a Sept. 26 presentation that he had
After telling the board he would take that
hoped to have the ordinance revisions comstep, Coyman said, “We’re going to keep an
pleted in time to bring them to the board for
aggressive schedule here and keep this [revireview next month. However, commissioners’
sion] moving along.”
concerns about the structuring of the local
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Among other measures designed to prevent • “A new section for suspension or debarproblems like those that mired the county in a
ment has been created which creates consepurchasing scandal more than a year ago, the
quences for failure to perform or violation
revised ordinance would include an Ethical
of the Procurement Code and incorporates
Standards section — something the current
an appeal process using a hearing officer.”
ordinance lacks, Coyman pointed out.
Kim Wiles, the project manager in the Procurement Department, explained that the
proposals presented to the commission this
week combined recommendations from the
National Institute of Governmental Purchasing and Sarasota County Clerk of Court Karen
Rushing as well as those made after the RSM
McGladrey accounting and consulting firm reviewed county practices in 2010.

LOCAL PREFERENCE PRACTICES

During the discussion of the local preference
section, Coyman told the board, “This is the
most-questioned aspect of all the vendor processes.”

Moreover, he said, NIGP had recommended
the commissioners reconsider inclusion of
the policy. “It does create an imperfect competition because it interferes with free marI think we need to talk to the trade ket.”

A Sept. 20 memo to the
commission from Coy- organizations on this one … if we’re truly Nonetheless, Coyman
man says the county’s going to have a valid local preference.
said, most local govcurrent procurement
ernments utilize local
Joe Barbetta
code “is laden with
preference measures
County Commissioner
process and procedure
in awarding contracts.
best placed in a manual,” a fact identified in the NIGP report the To illustrate problems with the current code,
commission authorized after Procurement Coyman read the section regarding the variDepartment improprieties were discovered ous criteria a company had to meet to be considered for local preference. For example, it
in the spring of 2011.
has to maintain a permanent physical presCoyman’s memo adds, “The proposed new ence in Sarasota County or in Manatee, Charcode will properly set policy and a revised lotte or DeSoto counties. The company must
Procurement Manual will delineate ministe- have had its office open for one full year and
rial process.”
it must have paid the local business tax.

Along with the new section on ethics, Coymen Additionally, that local office has to have at
set out the following as other key changes in least one full-time employee, and 50% of the
the code:
employees at the local business location must
• “A section for threshold levels and procure- have their principal domicile in one of the
ment standards has been created to clearly above counties.
illustrate appropriate procurement methods.”

Sarasota News Leader

September 28, 2012

Page 18

“It’s a difficult-to-interpret bit of language,” “But what if they don’t follow through [with
Coyman said after finishing reading the sec- compliance of the criteria]?” Barbetta asked.
tion aloud.
“Do we have any teeth?”
Barbetta told Coyman he had heard repeated “In my mind, the teeth on this … goes back
complaints from subcontractors who were to the administration of the agreement and
hired by outside firms wishing to gain local debarment and suspension,” Coyman replied.
preference consideration, only to be pushed
In discussing that new secout after the contract was
tion, Coyman had said it
awarded.
would lay out criteria for
When Barbetta asked
companies to be suspendwhether Coyman had coned from applying for Sarasulted with the area trade
sota County bids for up to
organizations before work12 months or debarred for
ing on revisions to that secup to five years, depending
tion, Coyman replied, “We
upon the severity of violahave no specific input from
tions of the procurement
any of the lobbyist groups.”
code.
“This is a key,” Barbetta
said. “I think we need to
talk to the trade organizations on this one … if we’re
truly going to have a valid
local preference.”

Sarasota County Commissioner Jon
Thaxton reviews briefing materials
during the Sept. 26 regular meeting.
Photo by Rachel Hackney

“Constantly pulling a fast
one on us,” would lead to
suspension or debarment,
Coyman said.

“The operative word you
use is ‘constantly,’” Bar“I certainly think that we could collaborate on betta told him. One act of abusing the local
this section … with the local vendor commu- preference consideration should be sufficient
nity,” Chairwoman Christine Robinson said. for punitive action, he said.
Commissioner Nora Patterson concurred.

“If the board wishes to have just one case trigger suspension, we’re happy to execute that,”
Barbetta also asked what type of document a
Coyman said.
company representative had to sign to ensure
it was complying with the local-preference cri- PROTESTS AND APPEALS
teria.
In discussing the appeals process, Coyman
“Currently, we have a form the vendor’s re- recommended the county maintain the required to fill out,” to request local preference, quirement for a company protesting a bid
Coyman said. The vendors “walk themselves award to pay a bond equal to 5% of the recthrough this” to determine whether they are ommended bid or proposed price, or $2,500,
eligible, he added.
whichever was less.
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Barbetta argued that “we’re one of the highest” in the amount of bonds required among
the six counties Coyman and his project team
had surveyed for best practices.
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only commissioner to vote, “No,” on a motion
by Barbetta to eliminate the bond, though
Robinson said, “I’m going to support this with
a degree of hesitancy.”

“That was set prior to my arrival,” said Coy- With Thaxton out of the room, the commisman.
sioners voted 4-1 to give a firm three business
days to file a written protest after a mandatory
(County Administrator Randall Reid appointreview with Coyman, instead of three calened Coyman the procurement official in late
dar days.
July. Coyman had been on staff in the Procurement Department since Sept. 26, 2011.) The commissioners also voted unanimously to
allow a firm 10 business days to file a formal
Coyman added that the bond was used as a
appeal to the County Commission regarding
means “to weed out or minimize a frivolous
the decision of the county administrator or a
protest.” Without such a bond, he added, the
hearing officer on a protest. The motion innumber of protests could rise.
cluded language specifying that the final dePatterson pointed out that Sarasota County cision would rest with the commission.
had no bond for a number of years. Then, afFurther, the commissioners voted unaniter having to deal with a number of protests
mously to give the county administrator the
during a short time frame, she said, the comauthority to award and execute a contract up
missioners decided to impose a bond. “We
to $100,000. Any purchases over that amount
spent one full day on the protests of one perwould come to the County Commission.
son,” she said, “so I’m not sure it’s a good idea
to go back to nothing.”
ETHICAL STANDARDS
She suggested lowering the amount.

On a motion by Vice Chairwoman Carolyn MaCommissioner Jon Thaxton pointed out it was son, the commission unanimously agreed to
not a good practice to set policy on the ba- Coyman’s recommendations for the new prosis of one situation. “I guess I do have some curement code section on ethical standards.
regrets about adopting [the bond] in the first Among other points, it will make clear that
place.”
bid-rigging, collusion, submission of false or
“To my knowledge,” Coyman said, “in the last misleading information, and lobbying during
12 months, there has been one formal protest, solicitation or renegotiation processes would
regarding specifications,” a situation in which be violations.
a bond was not required.

The revised code also will include a section
A motion by Patterson to reduce the bond to on environmental crimes.
1% or $1,000 failed on a 4-1 vote. She was the
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BIGGER APOLOGY
SOUGHT

“They’re speaking to Obama haters and people
who think he’s a Muslim,” said protester Janet
Morgan. Photo by Cooper Levey-Baker

MUSLIM-THEMED HERALD-TRIBUNE
AD SPARKS PROTEST
By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor
An anti-Obama Sarasota Herald-Tribune ad
insinuating that the president is a Muslim
and will “Force all states to permit same-sex
‘marriage,’” among many other inflammatory
charges, inspired dozens of Obama supporters
to protest outside the newspaper’s Main Street
headquarters Thursday afternoon, Sept. 27.
The ad was paid for by the Government Is Not
God political action committee (known as
GING-PAC), a right-wing organization founded by William Murray in 1992, according to
its website. Federal Election Commission records show that the small PAC has negative
cash on hand and has worked with the Bran-

This ad in Sarasota’s daily newspaper on
Sept. 23 sparked a protest Thursday afternoon.
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don firm Design4 Advertising to design and There is no FEC record detailing exactly how
place its ads.
much GING-PAC spent on the Herald-Tribune
advertisement; Director of Advertising Shari
“They’re speaking to Obama haters and peoBrickley did not respond to a Sarasota News
ple who think he’s a Muslim,” said Janet MorLeader call.
gan, who attended Thursday’s protest.
“Sarasota Herald Tribune is responding to
The ad emphasizes Obama’s middle name and
the mob the same way that Barack Hussein
says that if re-elected, he will “Force courts to
Obama responded to the Muslim mobs in Libaccept Islamic Shariah Law in domestic disya,” GING-PAC founder Murray said after the
putes” and “Force police agencies to allow
paper apologized, according to a statement
Muslim brotherhood to select staff,” playing
posted on his organization’s website. “The
into racist conspiracy theories that say the
Sarasota Herald Tribune is apologizing to the
president is secretly Muslim.
radical left mob just as Obama apologized to
“The paper owes the public an apology for the radical Islamic mobs.”
this,” Morgan said, “and in a place where we
Murray has a long history of absurd statements
can see it.”
(“Obama is carrying on what amounts to a JiThe newspaper apologized for the ad Wednes- had against non-Islamic religious groups”),
day, writing that it did not meet “fairness and still “fully supports” the Senate candidacy of
accuracy” standards, but protesters criti- Todd “legitimate rape” Akin and has accused
cized the apology’s small size. “If I don’t get opponents of attempting a “religious cleansing
[an apology],” Morgan said, “I will cancel my of American society.”
subscription.”
  

Tom Walker mocks the small size of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune apology at Thursday’s protest. Photo
by Cooper Levey-Baker

NOTHING NEW
Leon County Supervisor of Elections Ion Sancho addresses the Democratic Club of Sarasota on
Wednesday, Sept. 26. Photo by Cooper Levey-Baker

LEON COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS DISCUSSES GOP VOTER
SUPPRESSION IN FLORIDA
By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor
Leon County Supervisor of Elections Ion Sancho railed against the Florida Legislature’s
new voting rights restrictions during a Democratic Club of Sarasota meeting held this
week, while also acknowledging that the rollback effort is hardly “new to the United States
of America.”

He has repeatedly testified on the topic of voting rights and technology, and he is considered a national expert.

Sancho’s talk was mostly a history lesson. He
described a voting process that had become
increasingly sophisticated after the 2000 Bush
v. Gore debacle, with a series of new rules and
Sancho is an outspoken and well-known ad- technological advancements that made Florivocate for clean and open elections who has da a leader in clean elections.
achieved record voter participation numbers:
“We fought many wars,” he said. “We ham86% of Leon County voters cast a ballot in the
mered this out on a bipartisan basis.”
2008 general election.
By 2006, he said, Florida was the envy of other
states because of its sophisticated system.
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“In terms of fraud prevention,” he said, “it’s
really the cat’s meow” — which explains why
he and other supervisors of election were
shocked, he said, when the Florida Legislature
began meddling with voting rights during its
2011 session.
Lawmakers voted to limit early voting hours,
crack down on third-party voter registration groups and make it harder for voters to
change their addresses at the polls, all despite
a dearth of evidence that voter fraud was any
kind of real problem in the Sunshine State.
The real problem with the system? It was “too
accessible,” Sancho said, and the Republican
Party, which controls the Legislature as well
as the governor’s office, wanted to depress
turnout for the 2012 election.
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whichever groups happened to be the country’s chief object of scorn at the time.
“This is not new. Florida is not inventing voter
suppression,” Sancho said. “This is our true
electoral history.”
He brought the story up to 2000, mentioning
Katherine Harris (a name that drew hisses
from the assembled Democrats) and the decision to place the Florida Division of Elections
within the office of the secretary of state, who
is directly appointed by the governor. Sancho
called for depoliticizing the division, without
which “our system is suspect of manipulation.”

“Let’s make this election about the will of the
people,” he concluded, acknowledging the
tough fight ahead. “All I can do in my county
But such actions are hardly new, Sancho aris open the door as wide as possible.”
gued. He went back to the early years of the
republic and described a chaotic, discrim  
inatory voting system that disenfranchised

VISIT SARASOTA HIRES SPORTS DIRECTOR
Visit Sarasota County, the official
destination marketing organization
for Sarasota County, recently added
Nicole Rissler to its staff as director
of sports.

As director of sports, Rissler will be responsible for attracting new sports business to the
county and serving existing sports businesses,
the news release says.

Sports tourism is a major economic engine in
Prior to joining the VSC, Rissler worked for Sarasota County, bringing in more than $42
The American Red Cross as director of finan- million in economic impact from 61 events
cial resources and community relations and last year, the release adds.
with the Sarasota Y as the director of market  
ing and communications, a news release says.
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ECON 101 FOR
THE VOTER

Photo courtesy morguefile.com

CONFERENCE’S GOAL IS TO EDUCATE VOTERS
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
Kimberly Amadeo likens voting in the 2012 to enable all prospective voters to understand
general election without an understanding of “the rules.”
economics to being in a football game without
“What we hope to do is to educate people who
knowing how to play.
might not be as familiar with economic top“You’re going to get pummeled by the people ics,” Amadeo adds — “help people understand
who do understand the rules,” she says.
the best way to create jobs. We feel like that
is the most important issue for the economy
Amadeo will be one of three speakers at a
and the election.”
free conference on Saturday, Sept. 29, at the
Bayfront Community Center whose focus will The economics expert who blogs for About.
be on presenting three views of economics — com will be making the trip to Sarasota from
from the left, the right and down the middle, Phoenix to participate in the event, which is
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the brainchild of Steve Scott, a former New Scott told The Sarasota News Leader this
Englander who now calls Sarasota home.
week that a necessary last-minute change in
plans by Pam Villarreal, a senior fellow at the
Scott himself will be joining Amadeo and Ayse
National Center for Policy Analysis in Dallas,
Somersan, emeritus professor of economics
will necessitate his offering the conservative
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, in the
view of economics.
presentations.
However, Scott will be basing his remarks on
The moderator will be Rob Lorei of WEDU’s
the works of Bruce Bartlett, who held senior
“Florida This Week” and the public affairs and
policy roles in the administrations of Presinews director of WMNF-FM 88.5 in Tampa.
dents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush.
“We’re going to present [economics] in everyBartlett also is the author of “The Benefit and
day language,” Somersan says, adding, “We
the Burden: Tax Reform — Why We Need It
will have ample time for questions. … It’s aland What It Will Take.”
ways the questions that bring out the most
interesting aspects.”
In the 1980s,” Scott says, Bartlett was at the
forefront of conservative economics. “Now,
Having taught economics since 1966 — when
he’s [considered] a maverick.”
she was a graduate assistant — Somersan
adds that she probably could talk for a semes- Scott began planning for the conference about
ter on the topic, “but it’s going to be done in seven months ago. He earned a master’s de20 minutes” on Saturday.
gree in labor economics 35 years ago and “decided I was going to solve the problems of the
world.”

Photo courtesy morguefile.com
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However, he learned quickly that economists She started her blog on About.com in 2006,
don’t run the economy, he says. “Politicians she notes. “[Economics is] fascinating; I’m aldo.”
ways learning something.”
Disillusioned, he backed away from economics until Barack Obama began seeking the
presidency in 2008. Scott volunteered to work
for the candidate in Boston and ended up registering about 1,000 new voters.

One focal point of the conference will be the
federal deficit, Scott points out. With the deficit just having passed the $16 trillion mark,
he adds, people need to understand that that
means a debt of more than $50,000 for each
of the approximately 311 million residents of
Now, he says, with the economy at the forethe United States.
front of the 2012 presidential election, “We
economists are back to rescue the economy “The numbers are staggering,” Scott says, “and
from the politicians. … This is not a focus on I don’t think people realize just how bad the
the past; it’s all about the future.”
situation is.”
This election, Amadeo points out, “is the most
important presidential election in decades. …
It’s really going to decide what way the economy’s going to go for the next four years, at
least.”

Along with the facts, though, Scott stresses
the entertaining features of the conference.
For example, he says, it will include an art
exhibit and what he calls a soundtrack worthy
of its own movie: “Songs to Create Jobs By,”
featuring performers from Sha Na Na to Dolly
Of his fellow presenters on Saturday, Scott
Parton.
says of Somersan, “She really knows how to
make economics understandable … and fun “Economists aren’t all dumb and boring,” he
for non-economics people.”
says.
Amadeo will be taking the middle-of-the-road
positions on economics, he points out, adding that he was pleased he could actually find
someone to do that these days.
Amadeo says the goal of all the presenters is
to make economics “clear and entertaining.”
Her career has been focused on business and
financial analysis, she points out, but she has
been keenly interested in macroeconomics
since she had a teacher in college “who made
it sound so interesting.”
Her passion, Amadeo adds, is global macroeconomics.

The free conference will be held from 1 to
6 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 29, at the Bayfront Community Center, 830 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota (behind the Municipal Auditorium). The entrance to the building and
parking are available off 10th Street and Van
Wezel Way. Information tables will be available beginning at 1 p.m., with the panelists’
remarks starting at 2 p.m. For more information, visit IfYouWantItDoneRight.org, call
617-257-6259 or email IfYouWantItDoneRight@yahoo.com.






NEW IDEAS SOUGHT
FOR NEWTOWN CRA
Attendance was practically nonexistent as $2.1 million was offered up by the Newtown CRA for potential projects. Photo by Stan Zimmerman

NEWS ANALYSIS
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
The Community Redevelopment Agency for
Newtown in North Sarasota is a cruel joke.
It began at the worst possible time, because
a tax-increment financing scheme underlies
CRA activity.

City Commission subsequently began financing the Newtown CRA with money siphoned
off from the Downtown CRA.

During a meeting Wednesday evening, Sept.
27, the Newtown CRA Advisory Board was
The idea – which poured millions into the asked to face this reality and begin thinking
downtown CRA – is to use the resulting dif- unconventionally.
ference in property tax revenue over time for
funding purposes. Theoretically, the land will “Our plan is outdated,” said Redevelopment
become more valuable than it was when the Director Lorna Alston. “When it was done
taxing district that is the heart of the CRA was [as a redevelopment plan] in 2002 and 2008,
established. But the Newtown CRA was es- [when it was reconfigured into a CRA plan],
tablished at the peak of property values. Any our economies were significantly different
difference between the base period and sub- than they are now. Monies were flowing. But
not now. We have limited dollars and have to
sequent tax rolls has been negative.
ask, how can we leverage these dollars?”
Without the expected, ever-increasing taxes
paid on climbing property values, the CRA Alston said the CRA has $2.1 million in its
began broke and stayed broke. The Sarasota budget. She noted there are no line items below that figure, “because we have no line-item
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projects. We don’t have a definitive plan with ing a plan with specific projects. “It would be
projects attached to it.”
cheaper than $50,000,” she said.

QUO VADIS?

“Anything that requires money, we have to
first engage the consultants and then vote on
If the Newtown CRA is to be meaningful, it it here,” said Alston. “Then we have to take it
has to make changes in residents’ lives. Over to the City Commission sitting as the Commuthe years, the City of Sarasota poured millions nity Redevelopment Agency board.”
into Newtown. The community has more sidewalks, curbs and gutters than any other neigh- Huey made a motion for Alston “to develop a
borhood in town — and less street flooding. It scope for a strategic action plan for Newtown
has security cameras blanketing entire blocks, that would guide development of a detailed
plus working streetlights and new schools [tax-increment financed] budget”. The process
(not a city responsibility, but nevertheless); would include a combination of market analysis and engagement as well as community
the list of improvements is long.
engagement. The motion passed unanimously.
Unemployment and crime rates remain high.
It is noteworthy that no chain restaurant ex- What does it mean? Just as beauty is in the eye
ists along Washington Boulevard between of the beholder, so is the meaning of Huey’s
12th Street and Northgate Boulevard (what motion. Just another study on the shelf? An
would be 44th Street); nor along Dr. Martin opening for residents citywide to talk about
Luther King Jr. Way (formerly 27th Street) Newtown’s future? Or a smaller, more nufrom Washington Boulevard to U.S. 41. Such anced look at what $2.1 million might buy?
restaurants exist in other African-American Right now it’s an open door to ideas small
communities throughout the nation, but not and large, from developers and the business
here.
community; from chain stores and mom-and“My focus is on the [MLK] corridor and com- pop entrepreneurs; from universities to local
foundations — and especially to Newtown
mercial,” said Alston.
residents.
“Is this intended, this process intended to replace the CRA plan?” asked Mark Huey, who If whatever is produced has community conis also the director of the Economic Develop- sensus, it will be hard for Sarasota City commissioners to resist it. But if the effort fails
ment Corp. of Sarasota County.
to produce a hopeful and ambitious plan, the
“Yes,” said Alston. “A revised and updated time and money will be wasted.
plan.”
The clock is ticking. In 2016, the great downHuey said, “A corridor plan won’t function as town CRA “gold mine” closes for good. No
a CRA plan because it is narrow. But I think more siphoning to the Newtown CRA. In the
you are on the right track with an action-ori- next four years, the CRA will either learn to
ented plan.”
walk and run or fall on it face.
Advisory Board Member Margaret Esaw sug- The stakes are high.
gested using colleges and their students to
 
facilitate community engagement in build-



BACK TO THE
DRAWING BOARD

The Sarasota County Commission prepares for discussion during a regular meeting this week in
downtown Sarasota. Photo by Rachel Hackney

DEVELOPERS ASKED TO WORK FURTHER ON THE SITE PLAN FOR AN
ASSISTED-LIVING FACILITY TO APPEASE NEIGHBORS OPPOSED TO IT
By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor
After almost two hours of testimony, Sarasota commission voted unanimously to ask the
County Commissioner Joe Barbetta summed developers to rework their plan in an attempt
up the commission’s indecisive response to a to appease the residents of Center Gate, the
rezoning request for a proposed assisted-living neighborhood adjacent to the proposed 108facility on the corner of Proctor and Honore. bed facility.
“In recent memory,” he said, “we haven’t had
The commission will formally revisit the isthis kind of turnout by
sue during its Nov. 14
the immediate neighmeeting.
borhood in opposition
The basic footprint of the building The proposal being delike this, which says to
me, something’s wrong has not really, really changed since bated is a combination
day one.
with this picture.”
one- and two-story facility that would be
Jack McGarry
So rather than approve
Center Gate resident
built on the northeast
the project as is, or
corner of Proctor and
reject it outright, the
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Honore, on land owned by the Albritton Fruit
family. A single Victorian-style home sits on
those 9 acres now; the current plan calls for
that home to be moved to the southwest corner and for the assisted-living facility to be
placed near the north and east edges of the
property.
Center Gate resident
Jack McGarry, whose
home borders the proposed facility, has been
fighting the proposal since early March,
when the developers
first met with residents
to outline their ideas.
When asked at that
meeting which property was his, McGarry responded, “Mine’s
the one with the two
headlights on the back
wall.”
While the site plan has
shifted over time, McGarry says it hasn’t
changed enough: “The
basic footprint of the
building has not really, really changed since
day one.”
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despite worried testimony about increased
traffic, noise and lighting.
McGarry says he felt neighbors didn’t present their case well during that Planning Commission hearing, and he worked to mobilize
more folks for Tuesday’s County Commission
meeting. McGarry is happy the commission
didn’t OK the current
plan, but he’s still disappointed by the result.
“They challenged us to
go sit down with [the
developers] and minimize the issues on
this,” he says.

This proposed site plan for the assisted living facility was included in material for
the County Commission to review. Image
courtesy Sarasota County

At a Sept. 6 Planning Commission meeting,
McGarry spoke against the plan, and he even
showed an advanced 3-D rendering of the
project to illustrate the impact the facility’s
two-story section would have on bordering
properties. The Planning Commission eventually approved the proposal in a 5-1 vote,

He calls the design of
the project “inappropriate” for the area. “If
we can overcome those
hurdles and possibly
move this building further to the south, that
would be a step in the
right direction,” he
says, but as he notes,
wetlands on the property limit the developers’ ability to shift the
area of construction.

“We can make this better,” Commission Chairwoman Christine Robinson told the construction team as the meeting began wrapping up,
“and we can make it better for [the neighbors],
and we can make it better so you can get what
you need done on this property.”






BEACH BOND BINGO
In July 2011, Sarasota County staff presented a potential plan for pursuing the improvements at
Siesta Public Beach in three phases. Image Courtesy Sarasota County

DETAILED PLAN FOR SIESTA PUBLIC BEACH IMPROVEMENTS IS EXPECTED
TO COME BACK TO THE COUNTY COMMISSION IN LATE OCTOBER
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
In late October, Sarasota County Administrator Randall Reid plans to present the County
Commission with the latest, detailed plans for
the Siesta Public Beach park improvements,
along with information about how bond revenue could be used to pay for the project.

County Commission is planning to abandon
the project because of its ballooning costs.

During the commission’s Aug. 20 budget workshop, Program Manager Carolyn Eastwood of
the Public Works Department had reported
that the latest cost estimate for all the planned
Reid’s announcement came in response to improvements had risen to between $22 milquestions and comments from Commissioner lion and $23 million.
Joe Barbetta during the board’s regular meetHowever, during a Sept. 6 presentation to the
ing on Sept. 26 in Sarasota.
Siesta Key Association, Project Manager CurReferencing emails that had flowed back tis Smith explained that design consultants
and forth between staff and commissioners had included in the plans a number of “wish
in recent weeks, Barbetta said, “The rumors list” items that members of the public or staff
are just phenomenal” on Siesta Key that the had suggested. When staff saw the proposal
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at the 60% design stage, he said — with those
items included — the cost had gone up to the
level Eastwood had mentioned during the
budget workshop.

“Speaking for myself,” Chairwoman Christine Robinson said, “I’m going to have to be
sold on the bonding issue … I have a concern
about … what’s been happening with the bond
ratings” and what the county might be facing
Staff and representatives of the consulting
in extra expenses as a result of action in 2013
firm Kimley-Horn and Associates, Smith addby the Florida Legislature.
ed, were working to pare the project back
down to the $16.7 million level that the Coun- “I’m just being very cautious,” she added. “I
ty Commission had approved.
am open to discussion.”
During the commissioners’ discussions this “If I had to guess,” Barbetta said, “when this
week, Barbetta said of the plan, “I’d like to thing finally comes to bid, it’s going to be $13
see it back [before the commission] as soon million to $14 million, not the $20 million
as possible.”
that’s been thrown out there.”
If the commissioners did want to pursue bond
revenue as a funding source for the project, he
said, they needed to stop wasting time. “If we
wait much longer, construction costs are going to start to rise, [along with interest rates].”

“I’d like to stick with the original design,” Barbetta said, “then use alternates in the bidding
process, instead of staff making arbitrary decisions” about what to exclude from the project.

Commissioner Nora Patterson said she had
Reid responded that he had discussed the plan been requesting a cost analysis and details
with staff last week, including the projected about what had been added to the plan at the
cost and the potential use of bond revenue.
60% design stage.

Sarasota County Commissioners Joe Barbetta and Jon Thaxton review staff material during the Sept.
26 regular meeting. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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“I’d really like to see the breakdown of every expense, including the amount of money
staff’s putting in,” Barbetta said, adding that
he had heard comments that staff time on the
project was adding up to about $2 million.
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“There is such a list being prepared,” Reid
confirmed to the commissioners.

In related news, Curtis Smith reported in a
Sept. 24 email to the County Commission
that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers had
Regarding the bond option: Patterson said that approved the modification to the original perwhile she initially had been supportive of the mit the county had sought for the stormwater
idea, she had grown concerned about trying project at Siesta Public Beach.
to pay for both the beach improvements and
That notification came on Sept. 14, he added.
a new emergency communications system for
the county, to replace outdated equipment for “At this time,” Smith wrote, “we are finalizing
which parts are becoming increasingly diffi- the bid documents, and we expect to advertise
cult to find.
before Thanksgiving. As for the timing of construction, the April time frame discussed at
After she voiced those concerns during a
the recent budget workshop has not changed.
Presidents Council meeting on Siesta Key
Parking will not be affected by the drainage
— which included representatives from variimprovements construction.”
ous island organizations, including the Siesta
Key Village Association, the Siesta Key Con- The stormwater project has been delayed bedominium Council, the Siesta Key Chamber cause of redesign of the location of the stormof Commerce and the SKA — architect Mark water retention pond, at the request of resiSmith had offered to review the beach project dents of the adjacent Gulf & Bay Club.
expenses estimated for the numerous features
After county staff completed the revised plan,
of the plan, Patterson said.
it had to submit requests for permit applicaSmith has talked during SKA and SKVA meet- tions to the Corps of Engineers as well as to
ings about his hope he can suggest features the Florida Department of Environmental Prothat can be eliminated to save on expenses. tection.
However, Patterson said, “trying to get the list A Southwest Florida Water Management Disof different items [for the park plan from staff] trict grant of up to $975,000 for the approx… so far [has] been difficult …”
imately $1.5 million cost of the stormwater
project also has been in jeopardy. However,
Eastwood had said during the SKA meeting
Smith reported during the Sept. 6 SKA meetthat county staff planned to hold an open
ing that SWFWMD officials were working with
house on Siesta Key in October, to allow resthe county on the grant and seemed agreeable
idents and any other interested people to get
to keeping the funding available if the April
a look at the detailed plans. She added that
construction timetable stayed firm.
the list Smith had sought would be ready for
presentation at that meeting.
  

CHARTER
CHANGERS

Sarasota City Hall. Photo by Norman Schimmel

AMENDMENT WOULD BAN CITY INVESTMENT IN DERIVATIVES
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
The multi-billionaire Warren Buffett calls derivatives “financial weapons of mass destruction, carrying dangers that, while now latent,
are potentially lethal.”

The amendment language says “a derivative
is defined as a financial instrument the value
of which depends on, or is derived from, the
value of one or more underlying assets or index of asset values.”

One of the seven City of Sarasota Charter
amendments on the Nov. 6 ballot would ban Derivatives can be very attractive because
city investment in such a financial product.
they are “leveraged.” That means for every
dollar invested, the return can be $50 or $300.
The seven amendments are not numbered or
But there is another side to the coin. They can
lettered. They will appear on the fourth and filead to ruinous disaster if they go wrong.
nal page of the ballot. There is no “shorthand”
way to remember a given amendment. How- The Detroit Free Press reported that the City
ever, our “amendment countdown” will give of Detroit lost $408 million after a decade of
you a key word for which to search. For this investments in derivatives. The Wall Street
amendment, the key word is “derivatives.”
Journal, Reuters and other financial presses
have all run stories in the past two years about
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cities worldwide that have come up millions borhood Association on the charter amendshort on derivative deals.
ments on Sept. 20.
The only sure winner in a derivative deal is
the investment professional making the sale.
Yet, the size of this market is enormous, with
estimates running as high as $600 trillion. That
is about 10 times the size of the annual gross
domestic product of the entire world.
This Sarasota charter amendment includes a
ban on investments in other financial instruments, as well. While all are legal, they, too,
are high-risk. They include “options, forward
contracts, futures, stripped mortgage-backed
securities, structure notes and swaps.”
No one in town knows the risks and benefits
of derivatives better than City Commissioner
Terry Turner. He briefed the Alta Vista Neigh-

“I spent 10 years on Wall Street selling derivatives,” he said. “There are cities across the nation who lost their shirts because they didn’t
understand the risk.”
He urges city voters to approve the ban on
city investment in derivatives.
Voters who believe the city should make conservative investments with public funds will
vote in favor of this amendment.
Voters who believe the city should try to maximize returns on its investments, no matter the
risk, will vote against the amendment.






YOUTH FALL FISHING
TOURNAMENT SET FOR SEPT. 29

The cost is $1 per child; parental supervision
is required, a county news release points out.

Sarasota County Parks and Recreation will host the Blind Pass Beach
Youth Fall Fishing Tournament, at
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 29, at
Blind Pass Beach, 6725 Manasota Key Road,
Englewood.

Each participant needs to bring a fishing rod
and reel; bait will be provided.
Following the tournament, raffle prizes, refreshments and awards will be presented,
with honors for largest catch, among other
categories.

Participants ages 14 and under may register
For more information, contact the Sarasota
in advance by calling 941-861-5000 and asking
County Call Center at 941-861-5000, or visitfor the Englewood Sports Complex. Registrawww.scgov.net.
tion on the day of the event will begin at 8
a.m., with the tournament starting at 8:30 a.m.
  

facebook.com/SarasotaNewsLeader

SARASOTA’S RETIRING CHIEFS
The Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall has reached a positive operating level, no longer needing a subsidy from the City of Sarasota. Photo by Norman Schimmel

CITY FINANCE DIRECTOR CHRIS LYONS LOOKS BACK, AHEAD AT CITY
MONEY ISSUES
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
Chris Lyons announced his retirement Sept.
19, making the fifth top official in the administration of the City of Sarasota to leave in
2012. Lyons is stepping down for medical reasons, having fought cancer for the past several
years with experimental drugs. He sat for a
three-hour interview with The Sarasota News
Leader on Sept. 25.

total expenses are related to payroll and benefits, staff reductions were inevitable; they affected all departments. But compared to the
city’s pension liabilities, the budget was easy.
“The pension [issue] is the elephant in the
room,” said Lyons.

He turned to his trusty calculator to add up
the unfunded liabilities of the city’s three penLyons just completed his 23rd consecutive
sion funds. Clickety-clack, the total is $143
budget for the city. He has been the city’s fimillion. And the category called OPEB – othnance director for the past five years.
er post-employment benefits (such as retiree
health care) – clickety-clack, $129 million.
THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM
Together they make a $272 million difference
Balancing budgets has been brutal in the economic downturn. Because 80% of the city’s
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between what’s been promised and what’s erased emails in violation of Florida Public
available from the city’s coffers.
Records Laws.
And the situation is likely to get worse. The
$272 million figure uses current (and very optimistic) estimates of interest and dividends
the pension funds will earn. Over the past decade, those ambitious estimates were not met.
When the estimates are re-figured downward
to realistic rates of return, “then the deficit
will go higher,” said Lyons. The elephant will
grow.

“The way we are set up causes problems unless people are collegial,” Lyons said. The relationship between the City Clerk and Auditor’s Office and the city manager “has been a
problem for years.”

THE BIGGEST DISASTER

After Bartolotta’s resignation, Terry Lewis was
asked to fill in temporarily; he held the job
while Lyons assembled a budget. Lewis’ primary job was to hold the city administration
together, not to chart a path forward.

As finance director, Lyons is responsible for
developing a budget in coordination with the
city manager — except last January, then-City
Manager Bob Bartolotta was compelled to
resign because of an unproven allegation he

“We had to pay severance to the [Information
Technology] director and for Bartolotta and
the cost of Sandy Coleman on paid leave until
this is resolved, and, of course, the cost of the
investigation,” said Lyons. “It’s been a big loss

In December 2009, the city and county cut a deal to lure the Baltimore Orioles to Sarasota for spring
training. One detail of that deal was the transfer of Ed Smith Stadium to county control, relieving
the city of a $600,000 annual funding drain. Sarasota County Chief Financial Planning Officer Jeff
Seward (left) and City Finance Director Chris Lyons cheer their separate victories in this file photo.
Seward got a baseball stadium to peddle; Lyons plugged a big budget hole. The photo was taken in the
team’s locker room. Photo by Stan Zimmerman
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of money, and a loss of moving forward. That’s realist. “Our job is to keep the financial pogot to be the biggest disaster I’ve seen here.” sition of the city as best as possible and try
to advise the [City] Commission on the best
Coleman also was linked to the email probcourse of action,” he said. “Don’t count on
lem.
things that aren’t there. And remember: You
Lyons said he has worked smoothly with the don’t make policy. The City Commission does
City Auditor and Clerk’s Office, both during that.”
the tenure of former CAC Billy Robinson and
His successor will inherit a budget that starts
his handpicked successor, Pam Nadalini. “It’s
the fiscal year with a $2.4 million difference
just the way the system is set up,” said Lyons.
between income and expenses. “You have to
cut expenses. It’s the biggest job,” Lyons said.
HANDING OVER THE MESS
“But the person facing this problem will not
Lyons hopes to leave office in 60 days, but solve it. They are going to have to raise taxes.”
he admits that finding a
“I think some people
qualified successor may
are downplaying these
not be easy. Cities across
challenges. It is gothe nation are feeling the
ing to take all of them
same pressures of lagworking together to
ging economic developsolve these issues,”
ment, declining budgets
said Lyons.
and soaring pension With computer and calculator at hand,
costs.
Chris Lyons scrutinizes city expenses
His job has not been all
and projects revenues and tries every year
thorns. Lyons recalls
“It may be hard to fill this to find a balance between them. Photo by
two financial roses.
job. When I tried to fill Stan Zimmerman
“On a positive note, rethe deputy [finance disponsibility for the [Ed
rector’s] position, I had to go through three
iterations of search,” said Lyons. “I see people Smith] Stadium was moved to the county. And
who used to want to be finance directors, but another is the Van Wezel turnaround,” said,
now they have a stable job. I’ve made calls to referring to the city’s performing arts hall.
people who voiced some interest in working Between the county’s picking up the $600,000
here. They’re not so interested now.”
yearly operating tab for the stadium and the

“The city has not had good press over the last
year,” he said. “Sometimes it was downright
scary. Punishing people for working from
home; people ask what’s going on. I hear it
from colleagues.”

city’s eliminating the $1 million-plus annual
subsidy to keep the Van Wezel in the black,
the city has plugged two recurring financial
drains.

“From my financial background, those were
Lyons recommends that whoever his succes- two huge successes,” he said.
sor is, the person needs to be a conservative
  

‘THE RIGHT PEOPLE’

The Sarasota County Commission sits in session with County Administrator Randall Reid (second
from right) and County Attorney Stephen DeMarsh (far right). Photo by Norman Schimmel

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR CONTINUES REORGANIZATION OF STAFF,
WITH HARRIOTT NAMED CHIEF ENGINEER
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
As he had indicated he would in late August,
Sarasota County Administrator Randall Reid
this week announced a staffing reorganization
that includes naming Public Works Director
James K. Harriott Jr. as chief engineer in leading the new Capital Assets Group, effective
Oct. 1.

The email said Connor would be pursuing
“other professional opportunities, effective
Nov. 16.”
Until then, Reid wrote, she would assist the
new Capital Assets Group with its transition.
In late June, commissioners voiced frustration
with Connor’s lack of clarity in what she was
seeking from the board during a presentation
on the county’s stormwater systems; that led
to Reid’s mildly rebuking Connor during the
meeting.

In an email he sent to the County Commission
on Sept. 24, Reid also announced the voluntary resignation of Environmental Utilities
Director Theresa Connor, who has been criticized by commissioners for her handling of
various matters over the past few months.
Just a couple of weeks ago, commissioners
again voiced frustration with Connor during
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a presentation on the Dona Bay Watershed planning, as well as fleet, horticulture and supManagement Plan.
port.
Of Harriott, Reid wrote in the email, “Jim will
have responsibility for a very large, diverse
group. He is up to the challenge with his 16
years of county experience, including six
years as Executive Director of Public Works,
and the support of his management team and
many talented staff members.”
The departments assigned to the
Capital Assets Group will be Capital Projects, Facilities, Field Services, Environmental Utilities and
Transportation, Reid said in the
email.

Gable holds a bachelor’s degree in building
construction from the University of Florida,
Reid noted, and has more than 20 years of experience managing facilities and handling similar functions for the Alachua County School
Board.
In addition to that background,
Gable has worked as a registered
architect and general contractor,
Reid noted.

Additionally, Reid wrote in the
email, current “Operations and
Maintenance Director Dave Cash
“Efforts to improve the physical James K. Harriott
has accepted a new role overworking environment at the Sara- Jr. Photo courtesy
seeing our Asset Management
sota Center Boulevard facility [the Sarasota County
Stormwater/Utilities Renewal &
BOB building] and coordinate acReplacement Program. This will
tivities in the field will rest with Mr. Harriott. involve the renewal and replacement effort
Other departments will continue to utilize this for the county’s underground infrastructure.”
building for field operations. The Capital AsCash’s responsibilities will include coordinatsets Group will be aligned with and coordiing and prioritizing the replacement or lining
nate its efforts under the Community Planning
of stormwater and sewer pipes and resolving
Group headed by Assistant County Adminisconflicts between the two, Reid wrote. Cash
trator Mark Cunningham to ensure that both
also will manage contracted engineering serthe natural environment and as-built infravices for the program.
structure are protected, planned for and enhanced for our growing community.”
Further, Reid informed the commissioners
that Roger Rasbury and Spencer Anderson
In late August, Reid had announced the apwould continue in their roles managing Cappointments of Cunningham and Lee Ann Lowital Projects and Field Services, respectively.
ery as assistant county administrators. Lowery began work Sept 10, while Cunningham Finally, for an interim period, “Gary Bennett
reported to work Sept. 24.
will serve as leader for Environmental Utilities and Clarke Davis will serve as leader of
Reid also used the email to announce that Ed
the Transportation group.”
Gable would join the organization on Nov. 5
to oversee the Facilities Department, which
includes general services, maintenance and
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Reid also noted that he soon would be nam- Regarding the Environmental Utilities Departing a new communications manager for the ment, Reid noted in the email, “The county’s
county.
utility systems are well prepared to face the
challenges of the future, and the EnvironmenIn mid-May, Reid told The Sarasota News
tal Utilities management team is strong and
Leader that Liz Nolan, then the manager at
very capable of managing the systems through
Selby Public Library, would fill in temporarithis transition. Future hires will enhance our
ly as communications director,
existing skill base and managetaking the position that Crystal
ment expertise in these enterPruitt had held on an interim baprise-related operations.”
sis. Reid added that the process
for hiring a permanent director
In a late-August interview with
would begin soon.
the News Leader, Reid talked
of the time he had been spend“While I believe we are a sound
ing getting to know his staff
organization overall,” Reid
and rebuilding it. “Government
wrote in the Sept. 24 email,
is people,” he said. “You’ve got
“there are changes in our orgato have the right people in the
nizational structure that we feel
right jobs.”
are necessary to restore confi- Theresa Connor Photo
dence and address the chal- courtesy Sarasota County He pointed out that one of the
lenges ahead. We recognize that
unpleasant aspects of being a
past efforts to consolidate services under the manager is having to let employees go from
Operations and Maintenance Business Center time to time.
have not been totally successful and this area
Associate Editor Cooper Levey-Baker conhas been undergoing administrative review.”
tributed to this story.






Find Us On Facebook

A CHANCE TO
SOUND OFF

Noise complaints have been common in Siesta Village over the years, with residents living close to
the popular bars and restaurants. Photo by Norman Schimmel

SARASOTA COUNTY WILL REVISIT ITS MUCH-HATED NOISE ORDINANCE
IN THE COMING YEAR
By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor
The Sarasota County Commission voted Tuesday, Sept. 25, to give staff a year to re-examine
the county’s air and sound pollution rules, as
well as one bit of red tape that has long aggravated local music fans: the Noise Ordinance.
Thanks to the board’s action, the county will
begin hosting neighborhood meetings, likely
after the first of the year, says Assistant Zoning Administrator Donna Thompson. “We certainly want to have an opportunity to review
those regulations and make necessary changes,” she says.

of the county’s most raucous nightlife spots.
Thompson says commissioners have heard
complaints from numerous residents who
object to late-night hustle-and-bustle in those
areas, and that local business owners are frustrated.

The regulations have also become an object
of scorn among music lovers and young folks,
who see them as part of a crippling web of
rules that suffocate nightlife. When organizers of a local music compilation asked fans
to suggest a name for their project back in
2010, many suggested “Noise Ordinance.”
The noise issue has become especially conThe name stuck, at least partly because of the
tentious on Siesta Key and in Gulf Gate, two
widespread antipathy toward the rules. The
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third “Noise Ordinance” CD, featuring 36 local Association, the merchants are all working
artists, will be unveiled at a party at the Cock together to examine the Noise Ordinance,” to
& Bull Pub Nov. 10.
see if there’s an “amicable” solution, Thompson says. “That’s the type of thing that we’ll
Only time will tell if “Noise Ordinance” fans
be exploring with the community outreach, is
will show up at the county’s community
inviting in the various neighborhood groups,
meetings to make their complaints public,
the merchant associations.”
of course, but within the city limits, at least,
some folks are paying attention. City Commis- She says her office plans to finalize its prosioner Paul Caragiulo said during a June meet- posals by next September, at which point the
ing that the city should revisit its own noise commission (and perhaps the Planning Comregulations.
mission, if necessary) will take up the issue
again.
“I do know, when speaking with different organizations, especially with the Siesta Key
  

OCT. 5 EVENT TO FOCUS ON FRAUD PREVENTION
With financial abuse among older
adults on the rise, the Sarasota Community Alliance Aging in Place Action Team and University of South
Florida Sarasota-Manatee (USF-SM) will sponsor a free educational event, “Last Will & Embezzlement: Protecting Yourself and Others
from Fraud and Exploitation,” on Friday, Oct.
5, from 8 a.m. to noon at the USF Sarasota-Manatee Campus, Selby Auditorium, 8350
North Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
The event will include the showing of a short
documentary featuring actor Mickey Rooney
and county professionals in aging, according
to a news release. Subsequently, a panel of
local experts involved in the prevention and
prosecution of financial abuse will answer
questions regarding how to avoid being a
crime victim.
“The panel will address common questions
such as “Who are the perpetrators?” “How
does exploitation happen?” and “Where can I
go for help?” the news release says.

“We hope to raise awareness about the insidious ways in which financial exploitation
occurs, and more importantly, we want to
provide the community with local resources
and an interactive forum to directly ask their
questions to experts who work with victims
of these crimes,´ said Dr. Kathy Black of
USF-SM. “People can learn about how to protect themselves and others from financial
fraud.”
“For many reasons, seniors are more vulnerable to exploitation from both professionals
and from individuals close to them, including
family,” the news release says.
Light refreshments will be served at the event.
Space is limited. Register online at http://lastwillandembezzlement.eventbrite.com/, contact Raquel Castillo at Raquel_Castillo@doh.
state.fl.us or call 941-861-2575.






PATROL
IMPROVEMENTS

The reflectivity of the new decals is visible in this photo. Courtesy Sarasota Police Department

NEW SARASOTA POLICE DEPARTMENT CRUISER DESIGN ENTERS THE
CITY’S FLEET
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
There’s only one for now, the pride and joy
of Officer Todd Tschetter. But 19 more city
police cars are on the way, sporting a totally
new exterior design. It will take a few years
for the new decals to show up throughout the
fleet, but the first one is on the road.

to the officers. They voted, and almost twothirds approved this one.”

In addition to the reflective graphics, the new
design includes reflective stripes on the door
jambs (a la Volvo), so an open door reflects
headlights at oncoming drivers. The trunk lid
These new decals are not just for “show.” also has a reflective strip, because it blocks
There are performance reasons why they were the light bar on the roof.
chosen, said Capt. Jeff Karr, commander of
Additionally, new flashers will be installed on
the department’s Support Services Division.
the package shelf behind the rear seat in each
“The old decals were not ultraviolet-resistant of the vehicles. These and the trunk-lid reflecand had no reflectivity,” he said. “The new de- tors will be retrofitted to the existing fleet. All
sign was one of three packages we showed totaled, the new “look,” which costs about $25
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more than the older one, is safer and expected going to the Caprice. So we may need to look
to last longer.
at Fords and Dodges in the future.”
The new vehicles also will feature a redesigned instrument console between the front
seats. Police officers now take laptop computers along with them, as they need to be able
to use them in their cars. One of the officers
designed a laptop stand that Karr says “is very
user-friendly for one- and two-man cars.”

The department buys new cars no more often
than every two years, so the 20-car purchase
represents a two-year buy. However, purchases in the future will be pared because the department shifted $150,000 from the fund for
new cruisers to the fund for new radios earlier
this year.

He said the officer is offering the design to a “All of our handhelds and car radios were no
manufacturer so it can be used nationwide.
longer supported by the manufacturer, Motorola,” Karr said. “We needed the radios more
Among the new cars are 18 Chevrolet Impalas
than a couple of new cars.”
and two Ford Interceptors.
You’ll also see the new decal design on the
“We’re coming to a crossroads,” said Karr.
department’s command vehicle, which is often
“Chevrolet is closing out the Impala line and
parked on the west side of the headquarters

A new panel for radios and other gear lies between the seats, while the newly designed laptop stand
is an added feature. Photo courtesy Sarasota Police Department

Sarasota News Leader

September 28, 2012

Page 46

on Adams Lane. Karr said the center is a trail- Police mechanics are putting the new decals,
er seized from a drug dealer who used it to or “tattoos,” on the other 19.
convey his all-terrain vehicles and other toys.
  
The trailer was redone in Daytona Beach to
replace a police-seized recreational vehicle.
“We don’t use it enough to warrant maintenance on the motor and running gear,” he said
of the recreational vehicle.
And there’s one more change. Hard to believe,
but the previous batch of cars was ordered
without trunk lights. The new order corrects
this oversight.
“We’re very happy with the new cars,” said
Karr.

This vehicle carries the new graphic design of Sarasota’s next generation of police cruisers. Photo courtesy Sarasota
Police Department

The new design even carries the department’s website. Photo courtesy Sarasota Police Department

THWARTED THIEF
Recovered bronze bird statues await their owners in a storage area at the Sheriff’s Office.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE RECOVERS STOLEN BRONZE LAWN FIGURES SOLD
FOR SCRAP
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
Siesta Key resident Ron Flynn is happy one of
his stolen bronze lawn statues has been recovered by the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office,
and he remains hopeful the other still might
show up, he told The Sarasota News Leader
Sept. 25.
The Sheriff’s Office announced Sept. 25 that
detectives had arrested a local pool cleaner in
connection with the theft of Flynn’s sandhill
crane statues and several other lawn figures
and the attempt to sell them as scrap for cash.

on Siesta Key and in Prestancia. He has been
charged with one count of Grand Theft for
each case, according to the report.
McMahon was an employee of Sparkle Brite
Pools, the report adds.
Additionally, the Sarasota Police Department
has charged McMahon in a similar case, and
the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office is pursuing charges against McMahon for his alleged
efforts to scrap the statues in that jurisdiction,
the Sarasota County Sheriff’s report says.

Detectives allege Jason McMahon, 40, of 3312
“The Sheriff’s Office was just fantastic,” Flynn
W. 37th St., Bradenton, stole bird statues
told the News Leader, “and so was the salvage
worth $8,500 worth from at least three homes
yard in Sarasota.”
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Flynn also gave a lot of credit to Det. Tony the night before the usual garbage collection
Colonna.
day on Siesta Key.
According to the report, Suncoast Metals, located at 2050 51st St. in Sarasota, alerted a
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office detective to
the fact that one of Flynn’s stolen cranes had
been delivered by another scrap yard in Manatee County, All American Metals, located at
5023 E.51st St.

Flynn lives on Bay Tree Lane.
Sgt. Scott Osborne, leader of the Sheriff’s Office’s Community Policing Station in Siesta
Village, told Flynn he expected the statues
had been taken to a scrap yard. Still, he told
Flynn he would check with detectives, noting
the statuary “is pretty unique.”

The report says Flynn went to Suncoast Metals, where he positively identified the crane as
his property. With that information, the report
says, the detective drove to All American Metals to obtain the seller’s information, which
the scrap yard staff provided.

According to the Sheriff’s Office report, detectives have recovered more statues than were
reported stolen. The report says any person
missing a lawn ornament who did not report
the crime, or anyone who believes a neighbor not in town has suffered a similar loss,
“This is a prime example of the level of des- should contact Criminal Investigations at 941peration that is driving local crime,” said Sher- 861-4901.
iff Tom Knight in the report. “People addicted
Flynn told the News Leader that Colonna
to prescription drugs will steal just about anydrove up to his house with six lawn statues,
thing to fund their habit, and he was getting
including “a beautiful pelican,” in the back of
about $100 for each statue despite their actual
his pickup truck. He was hopeful Flynn could
value.”
help identify the owners.
Flynn had told members of the Siesta Key As“If nobody claims the pelican,” Flynn said, “I’ll
sociation about the theft during their last regpay … the salvage dollars” and keep it in the
ular meeting, on Sept. 6. He
event it belongs to a snownoted that the statues, valued
bird. “A lot of people haven’t
at $3,000, had been cut off at
returned yet” for season, Flythe base. The feet of the birds
nn pointed out.
were embedded in concrete,
he added.
As for the crane he will get
back after it no longer is
Unfortunately, Flynn said, his
needed for evidence, Flynn
deductible for his homeownsaid, “We’re going to put [it]
er’s insurance was $5,000.
in the backyard this time.”
The incident occurred on the
  
evening of Sept. 4, he said,
Jason McMahon

CITY BRIEFS

The playgound at Payne Park has proven popular with families. Photo courtesy City of Sarasota

By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
Floridays deal, Lido Pool to come before City a significant deficit, there has been pressure
Commission
to close it, but neighbors have other ideas.
On Monday afternoon, Oct. 1, the Sarasota
City Commission will consider selling a downtown parcel to Floridays Development for the
firm to build a hotel and mixed-use project
downtown, on North Palm Avenue. The commission, sitting as the Community Redevelopment Agency, will consider the totality of
the deal.

More red-light cameras could be approved
Monday, as well. Seven are in operation now;
another 10 will be considered on the afternoon consent agenda. They would be located along Fruitville Road, U.S. 301, Lockwood
Ridge Road, Tuttle Avenue and South Tamiami
Trail.

The afternoon session should wrap up with
Later, in the evening, city staffers and Lido updates on the Chalk Festival (waiver of fees
Key residents will report on what they can do and use of paint requested) and a short report
or what should be done to keep the Lido Pool on downtown vagrancy.
open. Formerly under county maintenance,
In the evening session, beginning at 6 p.m., the
the pool was passed back to the city under a
city commissioners will hold a public hearing
revised interlocal agreement. Because it runs
on a proposed Domestic Partnership Registry.
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An ordinance would regulate the process, in- Ill., PD and Bernadatte DePino, who is chief
cluding recording and filing fees and a provi- of the Ocean City, Md., Police Department.
sion for termination of a partnership.
The fifth candidate and second woman is Tonya Vincent, the deputy chief of the Richmond,
HAIL TO THE CHIEF
Va., Police Department.
Or the chief-to-be, at least. If you’d like to meet
the five finalists in the running to become the Sarasota Police Chief Mikel Hollaway will renext city police chief, set your calendar for tire next month. City Manager Tom Barwin
Friday, Oct. 5. A reception will be held from has the sole responsibility for the choice of
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Grand Foyer of the Hollaway’s replacement, and Barwin hopes to
make the winner known the week after the
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall.
“beauty show” at the Van Wezel.
Two Floridians remain in the hunt. One is
Salvatore Ruggiero, a former division com- GO GET THE MONOFILAMENT
mander in the Tampa Police Department. He
Sarasota Bay Watch will be conducting its
helped coordinate security during the recent
annual monofilament line cleanup in SaraRepublican National Convention. The second
sota Bay on Saturday, Sept. 29. Volunteers
is Mark Teunis, a division commander in the
with powerboats, kayaks or cars, and those
Clearwater Police Department.
on foot, are all encouraged to show up at the
Two current chiefs will be at the reception, Sarasota Sailing Squadron in Ken Thompson
too: Gregory Anderson with the Oak Forest, Park by 8:30 a.m.
The collection effort will spread out from
there to the islands, shorelines and bridges
around Sarasota Bay. The line and lures are
lethal to birds and marine mammals, while the
lead sinker weights contribute to lead pollution in food fish.
Volunteers will return to the Sailing Squadron
with their accumulated “harvest” so they can
enjoy a free lunch as in-kind payment for their
hard work. Registration is required. You can
call 232-2363 or fill out a form online.
The sailing squadron, Audubon Florida and
Save Our Seabirds are all co-sponsors of the
event with Sarasota Bay Watch.
Sarasota Police Chief Mikel Hollaway will be
retiring in October. Photo courtesy City of
Sarasota
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DUMP THE DOPE
One source of the drugs propelling the prescription drug abuse epidemic is “grandma’s
medicine cabinet.” Unused, expired, unneeded drugs linger in medicine cabinets all over
the county. A family member or friend or even
a thief, after a break-in, can put those drugs
on the market.
But don’t flush them down drain! That raises
havoc with the chemicals in the sewer treatment plant. And for heaven’s sake, don’t dump
them in the bay. Instead, you can take them to
the Sarasota Police Department headquarters
on Adams Lane on Saturday, Sept. 29.
Between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., the
police, in cooperation with representatives
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration,
will take those medications off your hands
and dispose of them properly. You might prevent a poisoning, an overdose or the feeding
of the illicit drug market. No questions will be
asked.
This is a nationwide event, with more than
4,000 agencies participating. The last “takePhoto courtesy Cleve Posey
back” in April netted more than one-half million pounds of unwanted or expired medica- open trenches for irrigation. Then landscaping
tions.
will be installed.

PARK CHANGES ANNOUNCED

The playground should reopen Friday, Oct. 12.

At the same time, the city will close the public
restrooms at North Watertower Park in North
Sarasota. The restrooms at Whitaker Gateway
Park will be open only during daylight hours
on the weekends. These closures, which will
The closing will allow crews to erect a shade begin Oct. 1, are necessitated by budget cutstructure near the area designated for chil- backs.
dren ages 3 to 5. This work will require the
  
use of heavy equipment, concrete pours and
The city will close the new Payne Park playground for two weeks, starting Sept. 27. The
circus-themed kids area opened in June, but
it was unfinished.

A STEP CLOSER
The area between the Daiquiri Deck and Gilligan’s Island Bar & Grill reportedly is one of the darkest at night in Siesta Village. Photo by Norman Schimmel

SARASOTA COUNTY COMMISSION THIS WEEK APPROVED PREPARATION
OF A BID PACKAGE FOR CROSSWALK LIGHTING IN SIESTA VILLAGE
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
With a unanimous vote on Sept. 26, the Sarasota County Commission authorized staff to
prepare a bid package for the purchase and
installation of bollard lighting at seven crosswalks in Siesta Village.

not some ridiculous [price] and there’s sticker
shock when we see it, it’s a great addition,” he
added.

The staff report on the bollards, sent to the
commission Sept. 13 by then-Public Works Di“I’ve seen ’em work in other places,” Com- rector James K. Harriott Jr., said the estimate
missioner Jon Thaxton said of such lighting for the cost and installation of the 14 bollards
products after seconding a motion by Com- was $31,500.
missioner Nora Patterson.
(County Administrator Randall Reid this week
“You just cannot deny this place’s value in named Harriott the county’s chief engineer as
terms of a revenue-generating source for part of a staffing reorganization. See related
Sarasota County,” Thaxton said of the Village. story in this issue.)
“These bollards just enhance the safety and
“My assumption is that, in some fashion when
the pedestrian atmosphere. … Assuming it’s
we get the bids, they’ll come back to us [for a
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final vote on the bid award],” Patterson said, ing the best lighting specs for the crosswalks.
“so we’re not endorsing a $200,000 project “And that adds a really nice aspect to it,” she
that’s been estimated at $31,000.”
said.
Ryan Montague, who helped supervise lighting company demonstrations this summer in
Siesta Village, told The Sarasota News Leader
on Sept. 27 that staff would start preparing the
bid specs this week, though he was unable to
estimate a time frame for the advertisement
of the bid.

Along with van Roekens, Mark Smith, chairman of the Siesta Key Chamber of Commerce,
and Russell Matthes, the SKVA president, participated in the lighting demonstrations by
two firms.

“Once we find that out,” he wrote in an email,
“we’ll have a much better idea of when the bid
itself can be advertised. We already have the
general information needed for the specs, but
the timing all comes down to what, if any, improvements will be needed for the infrastructure to support the power requirements of the
bollards.”

The crosswalks are proposed for the following locations:

After the vote, Patterson thanked the other
commissioners. “I know I bring Siesta Key
First, Montague pointed out, a few preliminary stuff to the board a lot,” she said.
design issues would have to be resolved. For
“It’s a high-maintenance district you’ve got,”
example, staff will have to determine whethThaxton teased her.
er they can use the electrical conduit for the
streetlights to power the bollards as well, he “It is,” Patterson agreed as some of her fellow
said.
board member chuckled.

• 5250 Ocean Blvd., between the Daiquiri
Deck and Gilligan’s Island Bar and Grill
• 5218 Ocean Blvd., between JoTo’s Japanese
Steakhouse and Hanna Plaza

• 5202 Ocean Blvd., between Key Corners
The need for crosswalk lighting in Siesta VilPlaza and the Village Gazebo
lage arose during the January meeting of the
Siesta Key Village Association. Siesta Key As- • 5148 Ocean Blvd., between The Hub Baja
Grill and the Beach Club
sociation Vice President Peter van Roekens,
who represents the SKA and Terrace East • 5124 Ocean Blvd., between Siesta Plaza and
homeowners at SKVA meetings, brought up
Coldwell Banker
the potential for serious accidents involving
pedestrians using the crosswalks at night. He • 5124 Ocean Blvd., between Siesta Plaza and
Siesta Center
pointed out that drivers — especially older
ones — have difficulty seeing people crossing
• 5100 Ocean Blvd., between the Michael
the street in darker areas of the Village.
Saunders & Co. office and Siesta Center
Patterson noted during the Sept. 26 meeting
  
that county staff had worked with representatives of Siesta Key organizations in determin-

NO NEW THREATS
A Google maps aerial image shows the area of North Casey Key Road

SARASOTA COUNTY STAFF HAS HEARD NO MORE FROM CASEY
KEY HOMEOWNERS WHO HAD VOWED TO BLOCK A WATERMAIN
PROJECT ON NORTH CASEY KEY
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
With work under way on the construction of a
new watermain line between south Siesta Key
and north Casey Key, no more threats have
been made by three Casey Key homeowners
who voiced concerns in August about potential property damage from the project, Sarasota County’s Utilities Department program manager told The Sarasota News Leader Sept. 25.

site at The Pointe Condominium complex on
south Siesta Key that day, in preparation for
the horizontal drilling under Little Sarasota
Bay.
The drilling began Sept. 22, she told the News
Leader. It was expected to continue for approximately two weeks, including weekends,
Carroll reported in the Sept. 21 email.

“We have not heard any more from them,” Lori
In an Aug. 16 email to the County Commission,
Ann Carroll said.
Carroll had reported that three Casey Key
In a Sept. 21 email to the County Commission, residents were threatening to block access to
Carroll provided a project update, saying the North Casey Key Road unless the contractor
drilling rig for the directional bore was on-
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for the watermain project paid them cash “in er’s Office, she said, “just so they’d know what
the event of any damage to their property.”
was going on in the neighborhood.”
Those threats had come in spite of the fact
that the contractor had provided the county
a certificate of liability; that document had to
be produced before the firm could be awarded
the project.
The contractor for the
$1,133,622.95 project
is Arrow Directional
Boring of Fort Lauderdale.
Carroll had provided
an update in person
to the County Commission on Aug. 20,
saying project team
members were going
door-to-door on north
Casey Key to make
certain the property
owners understood
what the project
would entail.

A June 5 staff memo to the County Commission pointed out that the existing watermain
was installed across Little Sarasota Bay in the
early 1970s. A leak first was detected in the
pipe in 1996; it was repaired but “new leaks
have occurred with
increasing frequency,” the memo said.
In the Aug. 16 email
about the threat from
the three homeowners, Carroll added of
the project, “This ‘interconnect’ boosts
water pressure and
improves water quality and fire flow availability on both Keys.
The proposed project replaces this critical infrastructure in
the most economical, least disruptive
and environmentally
feasible manner, by
taking a direct route
from the nearest
points and using the
construction technique known as Horizontal Directional
Drill (HDD).”

The design, construction and communications team members for the project
had continued to go This is the construction update notice sent to
door-to-door in Au- The Pointe Condominium residents on Sept.
gust, Carroll told the 21. It was to be emailed and mailed to the resiNews Leader Sept. 25. dents of Casey Key on Sept. 24.
All property owners
they could not find at home, she said, should
Carroll reiterated to the News Leader on Sept.
have received flyers at whatever addresses the
25, “The project really benefits north Casey
team members were able to obtain for them
Key and south Siesta Key,” providing a reliable
from the Sarasota County Property Appraiswater source for property owners.
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The delivery of pipe to north Case Key is ex- Carroll included the following details in her
pected to start no sooner than Friday, Sept. Sept. 21 update to the County Commission:
28, Carroll told the News Leader. “Hopefully, • Equipment and pipe will be moved from
Monday or Tuesday,” she added, when less
Blackburn Point Park to the northernmost
traffic would be on the road.
part of Casey Key the first week of October.
A rowing event is scheduled at Blackburn • Pipe will be fused together for several days,
Point Park Sept. 29 and 30, she pointed out in
prior to pullback under the bay.
the email.
• Access to driveways will be maintained at
all times.
“But we can’t dictate the contractor’s schedule,” she told the News Leader.
• Garbage pick-up in this area is on Thursdays. This service should not be interruptThe equipment and pipeline will be delivered
ed.
to a staging area located off Blackburn Point
• Substantial completion of this project is
Road, the Sept. 21 email noted.
scheduled for October 2012.






PROPERTY APPRAISER URGES ADDRESS UPDATES
Sarasota County Property Appraiser
Bill Furst is urging all owners of real
property in the county to verify their
mailing addresses kept on file in his

A property owner may verify his mailing
address and request changes to it by visiting www.SC-PA.com and using the property
search function to view the parcel. A person
office.
also may request an address change by sending mail to Sarasota County Property AppraisDoing so will ensure accurate delivery of ofer, 2001 Adams Lane, Sarasota FL 34237 or in
ficial notices sent by the office and the timely
person at the property appraiser’s Sarasota or
delivery of the tax bills mailed in November
Venice office.
by the tax collector, a news release says.
  

facebook.com/SarasotaNewsLeader

IN OTHER ACTION…
Siesta Key Village Maintenance Corp. directors say they are happy no longer to be handling funds
for the village upkeep. Photo by Norman Schimmel

SIESTA VILLAGE MAINTENANCE CORP. RELIEVED OF NEED FOR A
CHECKING ACCOUNT
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
With a unanimous vote of the Sarasota County
Commission on Sept. 25, the Siesta Key Village
Maintenance Corp. was relieved of any need
to maintain a bank account or fund balance .

Department, pointed out that the commission
adopted a revised Siesta Key Public Improvement District ordinance on Feb. 21. One of the
amendments provided for the Maintenance
Corp. to procure legal, accounting or project
Maintenance Corp. Chairman Mark Smith had
management work from third-party vendors.
told The Sarasota News Leader in mid-SepAdditionally, the corporation was to be retember, “I feel good that the [corporation] is
imbursed from county funds for the work of
not handling money anymore.”
those vendors.
The corporation’s directors didn’t want to
Then on April 11, Montague said, the County
handle the funds in the first place, he said,
Commission directed staff to amend the new
“but that was out of our hands.”
ordinance to authorize county staff to remit
During a presentation to the commission prior payment directly to third-party vendors for
to the vote, Ryan Montague, a staff member in work performed on behalf of the Maintenance
the Traffic/Mobility Office in the Public Works Corp., instead of reimbursing the corporation.
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The corporation still would approve the in- of the Maintenance Corp., as well as regular
voices before the checks were written, Mon- meetings and quarterly reports.
tague said.
“This is a relatively minor amendment,” he
Montague added during that meeting that the added.
commissioners had two options regarding the
Although Chairwoman Christine Robinson
SKVMC bank account: allowing the SKVMC to
opened a public hearing before the vote, no
keep the account open, with the county reimone addressed the board.
bursing the Maintenance Corp. for future expenses as they were documented; or allowing Patterson made the motion to approve the reall future invoices to go directly to the county. vised ordinance. Commissioner Jon Thaxton
seconded the motion.
The latter option, Montague pointed out,
would entail the closing of the bank account. “It’s been a long time coming,” Patterson said.
“I think the Village business people are excit“It seems to me Option 2 is the most fair, but
ed about it.”
is that a board decision?” Commissioner Nora
Patterson asked Montague.
Patterson was referring to the new county
contract with Championship Landscape Main“It can be,” Montague told her.
tenance Professionals of Fort Myers, which
Deputy County Attorney Kathleen Schneider was awarded the bid on Aug. 21 to handle
said county staff would prefer that second op- the maintenance work. The contract is for
tion, adding, “Basically, there is no need for $97,417.70.
the bank account if the corporation is not payThe Maintenance Corp. has oversight of
ing for anything directly” in the future.
Championship’s work and will approve invoicDuring his Sept. 25 presentation, Montague es the firm submits before the county pays the
told the County Commission that another bills, according to the ordinance revisions.
change in the ordinance “basically requires
“I hope it works really well,” Patterson added
more enhanced bookkeeping” on the part
of the new arrangement.


Find Us On
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ARRESTED AGAIN

Carmelo Curbelo

Rene Sanchez

ONE OF TWO SUSPECTS IN VEHICLE BURGLARIES ON SIESTA KEY HAS
BEEN ARRESTED A SECOND TIME IN CONNECTION WITH ANOTHER CASE
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
The Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office announced Thursday, Sept. 27 that one of two
men suspected of burglarizing vehicles at Siesta Key Beach this week had been arrested
for a second time.

However, both men were released from jail
Wednesday afternoon after Curbelo posted a
$60,000 bond and Sanchez posted a $30,000
bond, the report added.
On the night of Sept. 26, deputies located
Sanchez near Clark Road and Murdock Avenue in Sarasota, driving a black Nissan, the
report said. He was taken into custody and
charged with one count of Vehicle Burglary,
two counts of Fraud for Illegal Use of a Credit
Card and two counts of Grand Theft.

Since the men’s arrests on Tuesday, detectives
were able to confirm that credit cards allegedly stolen in a second case involving a Nokomis
woman were used by Rene Sanchez, 35, and
Carmelo Curbelo, 44, both of Miami, to purchase high-end electronics at Best Buy and
items at Macy’s totaling more than $3,200, a
Anyone with information on these men or
Sheriff’s Office report said.
the whereabouts of Curbelo is encouraged to
call Criminal Investigations at 941-861-4900;
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leave an anonymous tip with Crime Stoppers
by calling 941-366-TIPS (8477); go online at
www.sarasotacrimestoppers.com; or send a
text message by texting TIP109, plus a message, to CRIMES (274637).

had been broken into and two cell phones and
two credit cards had been stolen, according
to the Sheriff’s Office. The victim called the
Sheriff’s Office a second time a short while
later and said one of the credit cards had been
used at Walmart and Best Buy in Sarasota, the
Prior to the men’s earlier arrest, a woman visreport said.
iting from Arizona had reported that her car

Since early August, Sarasota County Sheriff’s deputies have been warning Siesta Key residents and
visitors to be on the lookout for suspects trying to steal items from vehicles at the public beach. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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Deputies contacted Walmart Loss Prevention,
which provided the transaction receipt and
video of the suspects purchasing an iPad
with the stolen card with the stolen card, according to the report. The iPad was valued at
$599, the report said.

Additionally, the Sheriff’s Office reported that
three vehicle burglaries occurred at Siesta
Key Beach on Tuesday. Detectives are trying
to determine whether Sanchez and Curbelo
are connected to those or other previous cases that have been reported recently, a news
When the suspects returned to the store a release said.
short time later and tried to purchase a com- Detectives are also trying to determine the
puter, the report said, they left the store be- origin of a number of high-end electronics
fore deputies arrived.
items that were recovered from the suspects’
However, store personnel were able to provide the deputies with the suspects’ vehicle
description, tag number and direction of travel. Deputies located and stopped the vehicle,
the report said, but not before seeing one of
the men throw items out of the passenger side
window.
Deputies recovered some of the allegedly stolen items as well as the items purchased with
the victim’s credit card and took the suspects
into custody, the report said.

vehicle. The investigation is ongoing, the news
release said.
In August, Sgt. Scott Osborne, leader of the
Sheriff’s Office’s Community Policing Station
in Siesta Village, reported to both the Siesta
Key Association and the Siesta Key Village
Association that detectives unsuccessfully
had tried a sting operation to catch the perpetrators in a number of thefts reported from
vehicles, especially Chevrolet Impalas. That
particular vehicle is a popular rental model,
Osborne said, and the perpetrators seemed
to have developed a system for gaining easy
entry to the cars.

Among the items in the vehicle were several
bags of new clothing, new merchandise from
Best Buy valued at about $2,000 and two iPads, one of which was linked to the transac- Different people had been caught on video
surveillance at area stores, using credit cards
tion at Walmart, the report said.
reported stolen from the vehicles, he said
Curbelo and Sanchez both were charged with during those meetings, but detectives had
Burglary of a Vehicle, Grand Theft and Fraud- been unable to gather enough evidence to
ulent Use of a Credit Card. Sanchez also was make an arrest.
charged with Tampering with Evidence, and
  
Curbelo, who is on federal probation, also was
charged with Fleeing to Elude and Driving
with a Suspended License.

facebook.com/SarasotaNewsLeader

COUNTY HEALTH OFFICIALS JOIN down with rabies. Rabies is ever-present in
IN GLOBAL INITIATIVE TO PREVENT wildlife,” which means pets and possibly family members can be exposed to the virus, the
THE CONTRACTION OF RABIES
In observance of World Rabies Day
on Sept. 28, the Sarasota County
Health Department has launched a
new rabies Web page and will be distributing educational reminders to residents
and visitors about how to reduce rabies risk
while enjoying nature, the department has announced.
“We saw this as an opportunity to highlight
the rabies prevention and control efforts in
our community while teaming up with people around the world towards a common
goal,” Quintin Clark, who oversees the rabies
prevention program at the Sarasota County
Health Department, said in the news release.
Founded by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Alliance
for Rabies Control, the World Rabies Day initiative aims to bring together relevant partners to address rabies prevention and control,
a county news release says.

release adds.

In Florida, raccoons, bats and foxes and unvaccinated cats are the animals most frequently diagnosed with rabies, the release notes.
Other animals that are at high risk for rabies
include skunks, otters, coyotes, bobcats and
stray or unvaccinated dogs and ferrets.
Rabies is transmitted through exposure to the
saliva and nervous tissue from a rabid animal
through a bite, scratch or contact with mucous membranes such as the eyes, nose or
mouth. The Sarasota County Health Department works with Sarasota County Animal
Services in responding to incidents of animal
bites, testing animals for rabies through the
Department of Health state laboratory and
quarantining animals as necessary.

The Health Department also investigates animal bites that are reported to Sarasota County
Animal Services, the news release notes, and
it provides rabies vaccinations to victims of
animal bites, the only known effective treat“This is a coordinated effort to let the world
ment for rabies prevention in humans.
know that this disease can be readily prevented through education, pet vaccination and in- According to Animal Services staff, 561 bites
creased human awareness as to proper wound from dogs and170 cat bites were reported
management and administration of rabies vac- during the past 12 months in Sarasota County.
cination after an exposure has occurred,” said However, health officials caution that the acDr. Deborah Briggs, executive director for the tual number might be quite a bit higher, “since
Alliance for Rabies Control, in the news re- not everyone who is bitten reports the bite to
Sarasota County Animal Services,” the news
lease.
release says.
“In the United States, the greatest achievement in rabies control and prevention oc- “Bites commonly occur when people feed or
curred half a century ago, with effective im- adopt raccoons as pets or handle bats, stray
plementation of dog vaccination, licensing and dogs and feral cats, attempt to break up fights
stray dog control,” the release says. “Health between pets and other animals, rescue and
officials warn that we cannot let our guard
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assist injured animals and walk pets late at • Do not handle, feed or unintentionally atnight,” the release points out.
tract wild animals with open garbage cans
or litter.
During the past 12 months, 54 people were
potentially exposed to rabies and received ra- • Never adopt wild animals or bring them
bies post-exposure prophylaxis through the
into your home.
Sarasota County Health Department, the re• Teach children never to handle unfamiliar
lease adds.
animals, wild or domestic, even if they ap“Rabies prevention starts with the animal
pear friendly.
owner,” advises Tom Higginbotham, environ• Prevent bats from entering living quarters
mental health director for the Sarasota Counor occupied spaces in homes, churches,
ty Health Department. “We recommend that
schools and other similar areas where they
people vaccinate dogs, cats, ferrets and any
might come in contact with people and pets.
other animal that has regular contact with humans, such as horses.”
Any animal found to be demonstrating odd or
unexpected behavior should be reported to
The following are steps people can take to
Sarasota County Animal Services at 941-861protect themselves and their loved ones
9500. People who are bitten or scratched by
against rabies:
domestic or wild animals, as well as strays,
• Keep rabies vaccinations up-to-date for all should report the incident to their doctor
pets.
immediately, as well as to Sarasota County
Animal Services and their local health de• Keep your pets under direct supervision so
partment, the news release points out. The
they do not come into contact with wild annumber to report an animal bite is 941-861imals. If a wild animal bites your pet, seek
6133.
veterinary assistance for the animal immediately and contact Sarasota County Animal Additional information is available online
Services at 941-861-9500.
at www.sarasotahealth.org and at www.
worldrabiesday.org or by calling 941-861• Call Animal Services to remove any stray
6133.
animals from your neighborhood.
  
• Spay or neuter your pets to help reduce the
number of unwanted pets that may not be
properly cared for or regularly vaccinated.
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‘I LOVE SARASOTA BAY’ WINNING festival news release. Most of the photo submissions will be focused on coastal waters,
PHOTOS TO BE DISPLAYED
The winning submissions for the “I
Love Sarasota Bay Photo Contest”
will be showcased at the Sarasota
Bay Water Festival Saturday, Nov.
17, at Ken Thompson Park on City Island.

habitat, recreation and wildlife.

Among other festival highlights will be live
music on the main stage, local food vendors
and many exhibits and activities promoting
boating, fishing, paddleboard sports, scuba
diving and birding.

The first-, second- and third-place winners in
three age divisions will be displayed, along Additionally, Florida’s first “iceberg” will be
unveiled, thanks to the creativity of Rick Herwith select finalists.
zog, a sculpting professor at New College of
The deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. on Oct. Florida, the news release says. The Sarasota
31.
Ski-A-Rees Water Ski Show Team will perform
The contest rules and guidelines are posted at at 4 p.m. Event guests
sarasotabaywaterfestival.com. Visitors to the The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program is the host
free festival will have an opportunity to vote sponsor.
on a People’s Choice Award, according to a
  

SLIGHT INCREASE IN RED TIDE DETECTED OFFSHORE
Water samples collected Sept. 24
from several Sarasota County beach
locations indicated a slight increase
in the number of cells of the
organism linked to red tide, county officials
have announced.

Department are paying close attention to offshore waters, the news release says.

The Florida red tide organism, Karenia brevis, also known as K. brevis, is always present in the Gulf of Mexico, the news release
says, normally at very low levels. Subsequent
The samples were gathered by staff of the monitoring so far by Mote’s Beach Conditions
county Health Department and analyzed by Report System has not turned up any impacts
Mote Marine Laboratory, a county news re- on beaches, the release adds.
lease says.
“We’ve seen a few areas with increased counts
Therefore, officials from Mote Marine Labora- of Karenia brevis cells and we thought it best
tory, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva- to take the opportunity now to remind the
tion Commission’s Fish and Wildlife Research public of the things that our organizations alInstitute (FWRI) and representatives of the ways do to monitor the situation and the ways
Sarasota County Environmental Utilities De- the public can get information about current
partment and the Sarasota County Health conditions,” said Sarasota County Health De-
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partment Environmental Health Administra- observers and updated twice daily (at 10 a.m.
tor Tom Higginbotham.
and 3 p.m.) 365 days a year, the news release
says. Each report contains information about
“While red tides can cause mild and shortbeach conditions, including whether there is
lived respiratory irritation for most of the poprespiratory irritation among beachgoers and
ulation, those with asthma or chronic respiother indications of red tide. Reports are timeratory impairments really need to be mindful
stamped so that the public knows when they
of beach conditions so they can avoid areas if
last were updated.
impacts are being reported.”
Beach Conditions Reports are displayed onA lack of quality satellite imagery available
line at www.mote.org/beaches, where res— a result of the extensive cloud cover the
idents and visitors also may register to recounty has experienced for the past five to
ceive reports about specific beaches in their
10 days — has made it difficult “to get a good
email inboxes. For telephone updates, call
picture of what might be taking place in the
941-BEACHES and press 1 for Sarasota CounGulf [of Mexico],” the news release says.
ty beaches.
On Tuesday, Sept. 25, Mote deployed an autonCurrent forecasts for east winds are expected
omous underwater vehicle, or AUV, equipped
to continue through the weekend, the news
with a red tide detector just south of Venice to
release adds, “but it’s important to note that
patrol from about 7 miles to 30 miles offshore.
winds can change quickly,” said Kate Nieren“These robots help increase the coverage area
berg, Mote senior biologist, who coordinates
for red tide sampling and the amount of time
the beach conditions report.
sampling can take place. They also are able to
send real-time information to scientists back “That’s why we update the Beach Conditions
at the lab,” the news release says.
Report twice a day; in case something changes from morning to afternoon, the public can
“So far the robot, nicknamed Waldo, has
be equipped with that information when planshown no indication of K. brevis,” Dr. Gary
ning their visits to the beach.”
Kirkpatrick, the Mote senior scientist who
developed the red tide detector on the robot, For more information, contact the Sarasota
said in the news release.
County Call Center at 941-861-5000, or visit
www.scgov.net.
Mote’s Beach Condition Reports are provided
by specially trained and equipped volunteer
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COUNTY LIBRARIES OFFERING FREE WEBINARS TO THE PUBLIC
Are you interested in exploring your books, videos, databases and research assisfamily history, but you don’t know tance.
where to begin?
The next four webinars will offer help with the
Have you just unpacked your new latest technology trends and gadgets. Among
e-book reader and are eager to try it out?
future webinars will be the following:
The Sarasota County Library System will offer a series of free live webinars that will address these topics and many more. Following
the live presentations, the webinars will be
archived for convenient viewing during the
following year, a county news release says.
They will be accessible from any location.

• Hottest Tech Toys for the Holiday Season
on Dec. 12

Library card holders can access and register for the webinars from the library website,
http://sclibs.net/webinars.aspx. Classes may
be viewed on any personal computer — at
home, in the office or at a patron computer in
a library.

• The ABC’s of Small Business Ownership on
Feb. 4

• E-Book Readers 101 on Jan. 8
• The Best Apps for Your Tablet on Jan. 16
• Advanced E-Book Readers on Jan. 24

Library patrons are invited to join the live
webinars then view the archived sessions frequently throughout the following 12 months,
the news release says.

On Tuesday, Oct. 16, at 11 a.m., “Genealogy For more information, contact the Sarasota
Orienteering” will feature strategies for using County Call Center at 941-861-5000 or vismaps in research.
itwww.scgov.net.
A variety of other resources are available for
genealogists through the libraries, including







OPINION
KEITH FITZGERALD FOR CONGRESS

EDITORIAL

Several years ago,
some clever filmmakers created a mashup of the popular TV program “Cops” and the first “Star Wars” film, titled “Troopers,” in which the announcer — in
a spoof on the intro to the police reality show
— intoned gravely “All suspects are guilty …
period. Otherwise, they wouldn’t be suspects,
would they?”

trict believe that is enough for him to be exonerated as they consider his re-election bid.
However, wise voters can appropriately use
the “Where there’s smoke, there’s fire” adage
in contemplating Buchanan’s guilt or innocence with regard to his conduct in office. This
particularly is true when the ethics inquiries
are combined with other sketchy Buchanan
practices, such as his using his Congressional
franking privileges to mail blatantly partisan
campaign materials to his constituents, or his
use of Habitat for Humanity to prop up his
questionable land dealings.

While none of us wants to be held to that
standard — and, thankfully, our Constitution
confers the presumption of innocence to all
citizens — it might not be unreasonable to
demand a higher threshold of accountability
A member of Congress should expect to be
for our elected officials, entrusted as they are
held to the highest level of scrutiny by his or
with the discerning governance of these Unither constituents and, when that scrutiny does
ed States.
not pass the proverbial “smell test,” the ofFor one thing, an election is not the same as ficeholder deserves the boot … because the
a criminal trial. The rules of evidence and constituents should not have to divine the relthe standards for acquittal or conviction (i.e., ative severity of their elected representative’s
election or rejection) are whatever the voters ethical lapses.
decide they should be. And given Lord Acton’s
That brings us to Keith Fitzgerald. Despite
memorable admonition regarding the cordesperate — and unfounded — attempts by
rupting effects of power, those holding office
the Buchanan campaign to smear Fitzgerald
should even expect to be judged more scruas being as ethically challenged as the person
pulously than, say, your average criminal dehe seeks to unseat, it is widely accepted by
fendant.
every impartial observer that Fitzgerald is a
Which brings us to Vern Buchanan. For almost model of rectitude in his professional and pothe entirety of his tenure in Congress, he has litical life.
been the subject of one ethical or criminal inWere the apparent integrity of each aspirant
quiry after another. So far, most of those into the 16th Congressional seat to be the sole
quiries have ended without his being charged
deciding factor, it would be no contest: Keith
with any crimes. And Buchanan would have
Fitzgerald deserves to replace Buchanan. But
the voters of Florida’s 16th Congressional Dis-
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there are many other reasons to favor Fitzger- He has consistently voted with the House
ald over Buchanan.
leadership in attempts to secure an additional
$1 trillion in tax cuts for the wealthiest AmeriSince the 2010 midterm elections, when Recans, while doing virtually nothing to mitigate
publicans regained control of the House of
the effects of the Great Recession on the midRepresentatives, Buchanan has been a devotdle class, including the largest proportion of
ed foot soldier of the Republican House leadhis own constituency.
ership, whose avowed legislative agenda has
been to deny Barack Obama a second term In his time in Congress, Buchanan has estabas president. In other words, they were not lished a reputation for playing fast and loose
to work with Democrats to craft legislation with ethical guidelines, unilaterally opposthat would, in coming the president at
promise, address the
every turn, favoring
issues of chronic unthe interests of the
Were the apparent integrity of each richest Americans at
employment and a ballooning national debt aspirant to the 16th Congressional seat the expense of the re— compromise being to be the sole deciding factor, it would be maining 99% of the nasomething that, prior no contest: Keith Fitzgerald deserves to tion’s population and
to 2008, was standard replace Buchanan.
ignoring each and evpractice for 219 years.
ery rational approach
Instead, the Republito fiscal restraint that
cans almost exclusivehas been proposed to
ly harry and hinder the president in the gov- Congress.
erning of the nation.
Fitzgerald, on the other hand, distinguished
For example, Buchanan has been a co-spon- himself as a prudent and thoughtful public
sor of a bill in the House to repeal the Afford- servant during his tenure in the Florida Legable Care Act, and he has voted more than 30 islature. His careful, deliberative ways, cotimes to repeal the act. After the first failed gent grasp of the issues affecting the nation
attempt to repeal the act, it was obvious that in general and this district in particular, and
the Senate would not cooperate, so the subse- his overriding concern for the people of Florquent efforts were merely piquish show, and ida’s 16th Congressional District will serve
they actually obstructed Congress in dealing all well. We urge voters to cast their balwith more substantive matters.
lot for Keith Fitzgerald for U.S. House of
Representatives on Nov. 6.
Buchanan also voted for U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan’s
bill that would have parsed the meaning of
  
“rape” in an attempt to further deny American women access to legal abortions, belittling the severity of one of the most horrific
crimes against women.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
DAILY PAPER’S NO-ENDORSEMENT didates for local office and offered reasoned
recommendations.
DECISION DECRIED
These were especially valuable in down-ballot
contests — for judge, state attorney, public
The announcement 10 days ago that the Sara- defender, tax collector, county commission,
sota Herald-Tribune would no longer be al- charter review board and the like.
lowed to endorse candidates was a sad one
indeed. For nearly 90 years, the newspaper’s But it seems obvious this edict was aimed by
editorial board — which is walled off from the Herald-Tribune’s new, ultra-conservative
(and largely ignored by) those who cover the owners, a bit higher on the ballot — because
news — has interviewed and evaluated can- they feared some of their 36 newspapers might
have the temerity to endorse President Obama
To the Editor:
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or allied congressional candidates this fall.
The explanation that it is to avoid the “perception” of bias in news coverage is as credible as
the GOP contention the wave of Republican
state legislatures’ allowing only the passport
and driver’s license holders to vote in November is to root out massive polling place voter
fraud, which of course does not exist.
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er. Even if we disagreed with a Herald-Tribune
endorsement, it provided a valuable starting
point for informed discussion. Now the News
Leader is indeed the last bastion of independent, progressive coverage and opinion.
Curiously, the Herald-Tribune chose not to
print a similar letter.

Rick Barry
I doubt there is any hope of reversing this deSarasota
cision, but it is the community that is the los-

REPUBLICAN PARTY MISGUIDED

unprecedented strategy of so blatantly lying
about these positions is starting to be so ofTo the Editor:
fensive and obvious that even hard-core conThe Republican Party has lost its way, so bad- servatives must see that this strategy is doing
ly that it can no longer justify its existence their party great harm.
until the present leadership either sees that The stated goal to do anything to cause the
it must change its policies, or else the mem- Democrats and Barack Obama to fail. Voting
bers must see that the leadership needs to be down programs that the Republicans even
replaced. Some in Congress are starting to ac- initiated for the simple reason that the Demknowledge this and are distancing themselves ocrats happen to like them, too, is a first in
from the party leaders if not the party.
political strategies. Give them that: They have
The party’s positions have become so extreme
and destructive to long-established American
values, those positions are eventually going
to be soundly rejected as more Americans
see them for what they are. In addition, the

been uniquely creative. Yet, the harm that this
strategy has done to literally millions of suffering Americans is unconscionable and cruel.
Brad Hardin
Venice

Sarasota
Leisure
(RE)INTRODUCING BLACK
EYED ANGELS
FADING INTO HISTORY

Inside
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(RE)INTRODUCING BLACK EYED ANGELS
The Black Eyed Angels Courtesy Photo

SARASOTA INDIE ROCK BAND TRIES OUT A NEW NAME TO BETTER
BRAND ITS BLEND OF MUSIC
By Abby Weingarten
Contributing Writer

Playing “psychedelic indie rock from the future,” Black Eyed Angels (BEA) is the new
incarnation of the much-lauded Sarasota trio
Sons of Hippies, which changed its name this
month.

a jam band full of bearded stoners, when in
actuality, we’re more of a psych/punk band
full of bearded acid heads, plus one girl.”
Influences range from Radiohead and Pearl
Jam to Jethro Tull, Pantera and Fleetwood
Mac. BEA will embark on a tour throughout
Georgia, North Carolina and Tennessee in November, and begin recording a new, full-length
album in December.

The members are 32-year-old guitarist/vocalist
Katherine Kelly, 34-year-old drummer/vocalist
Jonas Canales and 31-year-old bassist/vocalist
David Daly. Canales and Kelly have been collaborating for 4½ years, and Daly joined the
Discography: “Fade to White” (December
band about a year ago.
2011), “A-morph” (September 2010), “Invisible
“Sons of Hippies was always a very personal Personalities EP” (March 2010) and “Warriors
and literal moniker for us, but we felt it per- of the Light” (July 2009).
petually gave others the wrong idea about the
type of music we play,” Kelly says. “It denoted
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Past appearances: Anti-Pop Music Festival in
Orlando; Tropical Heatwave in Tampa; Drone
Valley Music and Arts Festival in Asheville,
N.C.; and Midpoint Music Festival in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Upcoming show: “St. Pete Shuffle” with Ghost
Hospital and the Happiness Machine, 7 to 11
p.m., Fri. Oct. 5, at the St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Club, 559 Mirror Lake Dr. N., St. Petersburg; 727-822-2083; stpeteshuffle.com.
For more information on Black Eyed Angels,
contact the band at blackeyedangelsband@
gmail.com or visit blackeyedangels.net and
facebook.com/blackeyedangels.
Check out the Black Eyed Angels in performance: http://vimeo.com/47976862#at=0





Photos courtesy http://www.facebook.com/
blackeyedangels

View this streaming video at http://vimeo.com/47976862#at=0

FADING INTO HISTORY

Patrick Maurer checks out the paint brushes in Sarasota Hardware. Photos by Scott Proffitt

SARASOTA HARDWARE, SUPER VALUE NUTRITION LEAVING HOLES
HARD TO FILL ON MAIN STREET
By Scott Proffitt
Staff Writer
There’s always a smell to old stores like Sarasota Hardware, the smell of pine wood that’s
been heated and cooled for decades, causing
it to exude the fragrance of the sap from a
hundred years of aging.
The smell of the store includes the scents of oils and
grease, metal parts and key
oil, and the extraordinary
number of rubber belts that
hang from the ceiling in neat
rows. These all come together in a mélange that is pleasing, increasingly rare to find
and cherished by many.

Come November, that smell will become increasingly rare: After 78 years, Sarasota Hardware is closing its doors.
The store is tied to the history of the town.

Map image courtesy Google

It all started with a woman
named Materia Kicklighter,
who opened up the business
in 1934, a time when it was
unusual for a woman to have
anything to do with starting a business, much less a
hardware store. She was a
smart, hardworking woman,
succeeded by her son, John
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The back room at Sarasota Hardware is brimming with a variety of supplies.

Page 75

Sarasota News Leader

September 28, 2012

Page 76

Kicklighter, a founding member of the Field
Club who was active in many civic projects,
culminating in his becoming a city commissioner and mayor during the 1950s.
But Jim Krill, the son-in-law of the now-deceased mayor, is the proprietor most of us
have known for the past generation. Jim has
a homespun way about him that makes you
feel comfortable and relaxed as soon as you
start to talk to him. He has warmed his way
into the hearts of customers for 35 years.
In addition, most of the employees count their
time in decades, not years, here at this beloved and much-needed cog in the machinery
that makes downtown a functioning, utilitarian place to live and work. Most of the staff
do not desire any press coverage — including some who are as much a fixture of what
I guess we now have to call “the old downtown,” as anybody is. Suffice it to say, even if
you don’t want your names mentioned, you
will be missed.

Marcie Johnson is the longtime manager of
Super Value Nutrition, which is moving to
the Landings

In a disturbingly similar blow to downtown,
the Super Value Nutrition store, while not
closing for good, is relocating from its 1461
Main St. location, where it has been operated
for 35 years by Doris Shields.

By the way, the mention of a pharmacy in the
store —in an article in another local newspaper — was an error. “Super Value has never
offered a pharmacy,” said Marcie Johnson, the
long-time manager of the store.

The store is moving to a space in The Landings, which may be good for The Landings but
is another in a series of losses to the downtown Sarasota community.

“We are embracing the change,” said Johnson,
“After 35 years, it will take some getting used
to.”

Rumor has it the new owner of the building
The new store will not contain a U.S. Post plans an Italian restaurant for the space.
Office branch or carry many of the products “Almost all the stores I care about are gone or
that Shields kept on the shelves, which she leaving,” said a young lady, as she briskly left
has freely admitted in the past was “a service the store.
to the people of the downtown.”
  

ASK OTUS
Dear Otus,
I totally enjoyed your last column and the answer to my question. That other owl is pretty
scary looking.
Any more news on the reports of panthers at
Historic Spanish Point?
Lisel
Staff at Historic Spanish Point (HSP) solved
the mystery report of a Florida black panther,
not Otus Offal and I.
Let me introduce Lizzie the Museum Cat and
HSP’s “green” rodent controller! Note that her
black tail is far too long to fit into the photo.
Given Lizzie’s sleek, furry black beauty, it is
only natural that when she prowls for mice in
the shadows of 30 acres of the museum’s both
randomly wild and impeccably manicured
landscapes, she is mistaken for a green-eyed
Florida black panther.

Otus Offal is ‘corrupted’ after taking the eyes
and brain test. File photo

There’s a fun “test” you can take to understand how the eye and the brain work (or
don’t work) together and how we perceive
what we think we saw. You can take a test
on your computer that will demonstrate this
effect. Click here to take the test.

As Chelsea Feeny of Big Cat Rescue in Tampa
explained in last week’s Ask Otus, the black
panther does not exist. When experts examine photo documentations of it, they conclude
that the photo subjects are actually those of
bobcats, house cats, dogs and unidentifiable
creatures — pretty much in that order.

Offal took a different test that featured a pirouetting ballerina. After two hours into his
prurient obsession with the ballerina, he had
a bit of a glazed-eye look.

How is it that people could be so mistaken
yet ever so certain they saw a black panther?
Much of the answer lies in how people perceive things. In certain lighting and without
proper perspective, an object can appear
darker and larger than it is.

Otus Rufous, an Eastern Screech-Owl, was born on Siesta Key and is a full-time resident there. An avid hunter,
accomplished vocalist and genuine night owl, Otus is a
keen observer of our local wildlife and knows many of
nature’s secrets. Otus will answer your questions about
our amazing wildlife, but only if you Ask Otus. So please
send your questions and photos to askotus@sarasotanewsleader.com. Thank you.

ABOUT OTUS
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I visited HSP, where I had the time of my life
and failed to solve the black panthers’ mystery. But Offal, the foremost owl cryptozoologist in all of Sarasota County, and I solved the
greatest mystery of all! To loosely paraphrase
Sherlock Holmes: When you have eliminated
the impossible, i.e., the existence of a black
panther, whatever remains, however improbable, must be a true black morph Jaguarundi.
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View this video online at http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ntm5-sJ0Pfk

Yes! Meet the Jaguarundi (Puma yagouaroundi) http://www.mnh.si.edu/mna/image_info.
cfm?species_id=112, a relative of the Florida Some advice on reporting a jaguarundi sightpanther (Puma concolor) and a species that ing to authorities:
exists as a solid black morph with a very long • Be sure to spell “jaguarundi” correctly so
black tail.
the phone attendant will not automatically type in “yet-another-loony-tunes-FloriIt is the only solidly black wild cat in North
da-black-panther call-in.”
America whose occasional sightings on Siesta
Key can be explained. There is nothing on our • Be assertive, but not shrill, when you hear
key to attract or support a Florida panther: It
pity and disdain on the other end of the
would be quite out of its element here.
phone. Why? Well, because there is just one
teeny-tiny detail that I neglected to mention:
However, the jaguarundi, particularly the
According to the Florida Fish and Wildblack morph, has evolved into a creature that
life Conservation Commission (FWC), the
could feel as at home here as do our elusive
jaguarundi does not exist in Florida, only
but thriving population of bobcats.
in Texas and Central and South America.
For the scholarly inclined, I highly recomThere is no documentation whatsoever of
mend Lisa Wojcik’s excellently researched
its presence in the Sunshine State.
study on the jaguarundi in Florida.
That’s on the third paw (remembering I had
And for all, particularly those of you who have two left over from last week).
actually seen a jaguarundi, this amazing video
helps us understand how adaptable this cat is On the fourth paw, “Jaguarundi are listed as an
endangered species by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
and how it could have visited Siesta Key.
Service and cannot be taken from the wild in
Florida.” In other words, do not take the jaguarundi home with you! You could be found in
violation of the U.S. Protected Species Act of
1973, as amended, and thereby possibly subject to a fine as high as $250,000, as well as
prison time, for harassing or harming a crea-
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ture that Florida state authorities believe does As I was flying home to Siesta Key, I spotted
not exist in Florida.
Offal ogling it while loudly reciting, “The Owl
and the Pussycat.” He’s incorrigible!
To its great credit, FWC requests your help
in documenting the Florida jaguarundi and Otus
would appreciate having your photos of it,
  
as well as plaster casts of its paw prints and
GPS coordinates or other reliable descriptions
of the sighting location.
The next time you see a Florida jaguarundi,
be sure you have correctly set your camera’s
F-stop; properly mixed your plaster of Paris;
and fully charged the battery for your GPS
finder!
Offal never said it was easy being a cryptozoologist.
Au revoir, Historic Spanish Point! Thank you
for your awesome hospitality and the souvenir
postcard, “Lizzie Wants Her Tummy Rubbed.”

TIME TRAVEL
The early days of Sarasota were plagued by fire. Stables, a rooming house and a hardware store
were all consumed in the first decade of the 1900s. Insurance companies threatened to discontinue
fire policies in the city unless steps were taken. Hence, the smiles as the truck arrived.

NEW EXHIBIT IN CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS OFFERS
A LOOK AT HISTORY
Story and Photos
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
Visitors to the Sarasota City Commission
Chambers have something new to look at besides civil servants and their elected masters.
On Monday and Tuesday, 31 still photographs
were put on four of the five walls in the chambers.

early aerials and even a pack of Cub Scouts
marching down Main Street.

The exhibit is a joint effort of City Planner Clifford Smith, the Historic Preservation Board,
the Downtown Improvement District and the
City Commission. The installation is meant as
Chris Cinelli with Integrated Art Services of a permanent addition to the chambers.
Sarasota printed, matted, framed and installed
  
the old photos. The pictures – and two artifacts – range from 1885 to the 1950s and focus
on downtown and Sarasota Bay.
Some of the photos are dramatic, including a
picture of the 1905 downtown fire. Others are
more prosaic — fishing smacks on the bay,
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Chris Cinelli takes the initial step in installing the first of 38 pictures at City
Hall.
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The photographs are printed, matted and
framed with archival quality materials
for the permanent installation.

On Nov. 8, 1908, Sarasota almost went up in smoke. FIre broke out in the Bay View Hotel at
the northwest corner of Main and Palm. With no firefighting equipment, there was little residents could do except watch the building burn and hope the blaze didn’t spread. Soon a volunteer fire department was formed.

ARTS BRIEFS

The Greg Nielson Quintet will perform Oct. 12. Photo by Carol LoRicco

DOO WOP GROUP COMING TO a large dance floor for the performance. Doors
will open at 6 p.m.
VENICE COMMUNITY CENTER
The sounds of 1950s Doo Wop will fill the Ven- Tickets, which are $18, may be ordered by
ice Community Center when Lola and The calling 861-1380.
Saints take the stage at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
For more information, contact the Sarasota
29.
County Call Center at 861-5000, or visit www.
Formed in the Bronx, N.Y., in 1964, Lola and scgov.net.
The Saints have enjoyed a long career in show
CLUB ANNOUNCES OCTOBER JAZZ
business, a county news release noted.
Performing hits such as “ABCs of Love,”
“Tears on My Pillow,” “Why Do Fools Fall in
Love,” “Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow” and
more, “Lola and The Saints will bring back
memories of street corner harmony at its
best,” a county news release says.

AT TWO CONCERTS

The Jazz Club of Sarasota’s Jazz at Two 20122013 concert series will begin in October with
“A Tribute to Lillette Jenkins” on Oct. 5, followed by the Greg Nielsen Quintet on Oct. 12;
the Haferhouse Jazz Trio on Oct. 19; and the
Ben Roberts Quartet on Oct. 26.

The center will offer a full cash bar, light
snacks, theater- and cabaret-style seating and Founded in 2001, the series showcases the region’s top jazz performers on Fridays from 2
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to 4 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Sarasota, 3975 Fruitville Road , Sarasota .
Tickets are $7 for Jazz Club members and $12
for non-members. A portion of ticket sales is
directed to the Jazz Club’s scholarship program.
For more information, call 941-366-1552.
The first show, “A Tribute to Lillette Jenkins
Wisner,” will feature Wisner on vocals and piano, with fill-ins by Eddie Tobin on piano.
An internationally renowned concert pianist
and vocalist, Wisner began her career at the
age of 6 in New York City . She was initially
trained as a classical musician but developed
a strong interest in gospel, ragtime and jazz.
Wisner was music director for numerous
Off-Broadway productions and also appeared

Lillette Jenkins Wisner will perform on
Oct. 5. Photo by Carol LoRicco

in several movies, including “The Cotton
Club.” She has served as director and organist
for church gospel choirs and has taught music
in the New York City public school system.
“Lillette’s playing is extraordinary,” says Jazz
at Two co-producer George Allgair. “It’s soulful, technically brilliant — and always dazzling.

The Haferhouse Jazz Trio will perform
during the Oct. 19 Jazz at Two concert. Photo
by Carol LoRicco

For more information about the Jazz Club of
Sarasota , call 941-366-1552, or visit www.jazzclubsarasota.com.
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH certs series. “The cello and the tenor voice
PRESENTS ‘BEAUTIFUL MELODIES interweave beautifully with piano accompaniments to provide a lush and musically exciting
ACROSS THE AGES’
Area music lovers are invited to attend “Beautiful Melodies Across The Ages,” a concert
featuring tenor Robert Lischetti, cellist Julie
Cornwall and pianist Don Bryn, on Oct. 21 at
2:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church,
3975 Fruitful Road, Sarasota.
The concert is the first in the 2012-2013 “Sanctuary Concerts” series, which gives audiences
opportunities to experience concert music in
an old European style, performed in a church
sanctuary, followed by a complimentary reception with the artists in the courtyard.
“Beautiful Melodies Across The Ages,” will
feature selected songs from tenor Robert
Lischetti’s varied repertoire, including
songs in German, Italian, French and English. The program
will include the music
of Robert Schumann,
Francesco Paolo Tosti,
Gabriel Faure, Claude
Debussy, Samuel Barber and Ralph Vaughn
Williams.
“This concert promises to be a celebration
of beautiful melodies
that can be appreciated by the novice as
well as the music connoisseur,” says Don
DeMaio, coordinator
for the Sanctuary Con-

rendition of these pieces.”

Tickets, which are $15, may be purchased at
the door or online at www.uusarasota.org/
concerts. For more information, call 941-3714974.
The Sanctuary Concert series will continue
with the Mike Markaverich Trio playing jazz
standards (Nov. 18, 4 p.m.); classical pianist
Eleonora Lvov performing the great romantic
classics (Jan. 27, 4 p.m.); the Sarasota Brass
Quintet (Feb. 24, 2:30 p.m.); and Paul Duffy
and Michael Hickmott performing classic Irish
shanties and folk music (March 10, 4 pm).






Tenor Robert Lischetti will be in concert on Oct. 21 at the Unitarian
Universalist Church in Sarasota.

DOWNTOWN PARISH GOES
BACK TO SCHOOL EACH FALL
The Church of the Redeemer is in downtown Sarasota. Photo by Norman Schimmel

Staff Reports
Each fall, the Church of the Redeemer, a traditional Episcopal parish in the heart of downtown Sarasota, kicks off a plethora of educational and faith-formation opportunities for its
parish as well as for the community.
Overseen by the associate rector, the Rev.
Richard C. Marsden, and Director of Christian
Formation Jacki Boedecker, Redeemer’s many
ongoing events mean the parish grounds are
as lively as a schoolyard as children, youth
and adults take advantage of nearly a hundred
learning, prayer and fellowship activities each
week.

Drawing from its 2,400-member parish, Redeemer taps the talents of everyone from clergy and staff to the multitude of parishioners
who plan, teach, lecture and lead its diverse
curriculum. The church augments its own
roster of class teachers and study facilitators
by inviting noted spiritual thinkers, authors
and clergy from across the country to visit
Sarasota and preach or speak. In October, for
example, the church will host noted author
and Trinity School for Ministry Dean Leander
Harding during its annual All Saints Institute
— a series of worship services and fellowship
gatherings held Nov. 1-4, to which the public
is warmly invited, church members point out.

From “A Look at Intelligent Design,” to a
“Study of Healing,” to an “Overview of Islam,”
In addition to offering Sunday School during
Redeemer’s offerings are full-spectrum.
the traditional academic year for toddlers
through high school seniors, Redeemer offers
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LOGOS, a once-a week, after-school program
especially for children in grades K-5, providing
Bible study and games, as well as exposure to
worship through art and music.
The LOGOS program is particularly focused
on connecting young children with older members of the parish, Redeemer parish leaders
The church is easily accessible on South Palm
say. Each week’s program ends with a themed
Avenue. Photo by Norman Schimmel
dinner, when conversation across generations
and classes. Offerings include before-school
yields rewards for all ages.
Bible study on Friday mornings, community
The Episcopal Youth Community program of- service activities and projects, mission trips,
fers youth in grades six through 12 the oppor- and weekly group meetings with Youth Ministunity to gather weekly in a variety of events ter Chris Wood to discuss and work through
the challenges and opportunities of life as
young Christian adults.
For college-age, working and retired adults,
Redeemer offers a wide range of fellowship
and educational offerings designed to deepen
an understanding of faith and provide thoughtful context for lifelong spiritual journeys. Beginning this month, Redeemer’s Gillespie Hall
is the site of multiple morning and evening
classes covering topics such as “Christian
Leadership Concepts,” “Raising a Modern-Day
Knight,” “Strong Fathers-Strong Daughters,”
“Connecting with Computers,” a study of The
Book of Daniel, and an in-depth look at The
Gospel According to St. Luke and The Acts
of the Apostles, among many other courses,
prayer groups and Bible studies.

Children at the Church of the Redeemer in
downtown Sarasota participate in the recent
“trust walk” — learning to trust that God will
lead them, during LOGOS after-school activities. Courtesy photo

To learn more about Redeemer’s offerings for
children, youth and adults visit www.redeemersarasota.org. A complete listing of offerings
and online registration forms for adults are
found on the website; print brochures are also
available at the Parish Office at 222, S. Palm
Ave., or by calling 941-955-4263.
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The best of the upcoming week
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Econ 101 for the Voter

Three economists presenting plans to solve unemployment; Sept. 29, 1 to 6 p.m.,
Bayfront Community Center, 830 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota (behind the Municipal
Auditorium): 617-257-6259

Spoken Word Poet Kelly Zen-Yie Tsai

Sept. 30, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., 5845 General Dougher Place, Sarasota; 941-487-4888

Lola and the Saints

Sept. 30, 3 to 5 p.m., 535 Kumquat Court, Sarasota; 941-894-6469

A Night At The Copa

Sept. 30, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., 61 N. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota; 941-921-6651

New Novel Launch

Judith Rock launches her new book, A Plague of Lies, at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 2,
at Bookstore1Sarasota, 1359 Main St. This is Rock’s third novel in her 17th century
historic trilogy; 365-7900; www.bookstore1sarasota.com

World Animal Day at Big Cat Habitat

Oct. 4, 3 to 7 p.m., 7101 Palmer Blvd., Sarasota; 941-371-6377

Sarasota Bay Water Festival

Oct. 6, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 1700 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota; 941-321-1353

Young Adult Novel Debut

Chalise Bourque will sign her new novel, One Right Thing, at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Oct.
7, at Bookstore1Sarasota, 1359 Main St.; 365-7900; www.bookstore1sarasota.com

To get all the details on these and other great activities — food, nightlife, music, art, theater, children’s events, learning opportunities and more
— go to Sarasota’s No. 1 source for local events,
hot spots, fun activities and hidden gems:

SCHIMMEL
SIGHTINGS

MILES TO GO

Each week, Staff Photographer Norman Schimmel searches Sarasota County for iconic shots that underscore
why the community is a favorite with residents and tourists alike.

