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Welcome to the latest edition of The Sarasota News Leader.

We are most appreciative of the comments we are continuing to receive from 
readers. Thanks to some of them, you will see more tweaks this week to our 
Table of Contents. We want to make it as easy as possible for you, when you 
first open the publication, to zero in on the stories that interest you the most. 
However, we also want to make it easier for you to get a sense of what we are 
featuring this week as our top stories.

Beginning with this, our fourth full digital edition, we are adding a new section 
to summarize the top news articles of the week. One day, we may move closer 
to the design employed by The Economist, which offers a wonderful recap of 
the previous week’s events — in general as well as business news.

I have a sneaking suspicion The Economist has a larger staff than we do at 
present — either that or it makes good use of the unpaid internship model 
Comedy Central pundit Stephen Colbert loves to tout on his show.

This week I also want to put the spotlight on Norman 
Schimmel, our very generous, gifted and widely roaming 
photographer. Many readers will recall when Norm started 
sending his gorgeous photos to the Pelican Press about 
four years ago. 

It never ceases to amaze me how many people recognize 
him around town. I once followed him out of a Sarasota 
County Commission meeting and saw a number of peo-
ple I didn’t recognize pass by him saying, “Hi, Norm.”

Ever ready to build upon his portfolio, Norm last week 
sought the help of the staff at The Regency House in 
downtown Sarasota to gain access to the building’s 
roof. One result of that photo shoot is on our cover 
this week. 

Our deepest thanks go to Jerry Koenke, the general 
manager of The Regency House, for his hospitality 
and assistance.

Who knows where Norm will be off to next.

With warmest regards,

Editor and Publisher
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 I like to take my time.
Sure, it’s a temptation to rush. Each issue of The Sarasota News Leader is brimfull of 

in-depth coverage of all the news and goings-on in Sarasota County. And it has delightful 
and informative feature stories. Thanks to its partnership with This Week In Sarasota, 

I always know what the most exciting happenings are each week. Plus, it is simply so 
beautiful, with photography that takes my breath away.

There is so much there, I don’t know where to begin. So it is hard to resist the urge to  
read it all at once. But I know better. Take your time and indulge in all that it has to offer.  

You have a whole week.
SarasotaNewsLeader.com • Old school journalism. 21st century delivery.

The Progressive Voice 
of Southwest Florida



DOOM FOR ST. ARMANDS?
Business owners fretting about impact of parking regulations — Stan Zimmerman
As the first decade of the St. Armands Business Improvement District draws to a close, property 
owners are increasingly concerned about parking. New restrictions had them shaking their heads 
during the Tuesday, Oct. 9, BID meeting.

What was supposed to be a uniform policy of parking enforcement has turned into a hot topic. 
Several months ago, the Sarasota City Commission decided parking enforcement for downtown 
and St. Armands Circle should be treated equally.

“We’ve had a tsunami of complaints about parking tickets,” said Eric Seace with the St. Armands Circle Association. “If you 
move to another spot, you still get a ticket.”

The “uniform policy” works not according to how long a motorist parks in one space, but how long the car is in “the zone.”

“You cannot park for more than three hours at St. Armands,” said Seace. “It’s a three-hour zone, not a spot. Even if you move 
your car, you get a ticket.” (Full story here)

A CONTINUING CONCERN
Sarasota County Public Schools officials expect about 50% of the students this year will qualify 
for free and reduced-price meals — Scott Proffitt
As of Oct. 10, the Sarasota County Schools was serving 15,497 free meals and 3,009 reduced-price 
lunches to students every day.  

The number reflects 47% of all lunches the district serves, Lisa Wood, resource manager in the 
Food and Nutrition Services Department, told The Sarasota News Leader this week.

However, that number is changing daily, Wood said.

“One hundred to 200 applications a day are still coming in,” Wood told the News Leader.

With that number increasing rapidly, department staff is hustling to process all the applications, she added.

This school year, Wood expects to see the district hit the 50% mark for the total number of students receiving free or re-
duced-price meals. That is about the same percentage district staff recorded last year, she said.

In spite of the trend, which has grown since the Great Recession hit, applying for this sort of assistance can be a delicate 
subject for families, Wood said. (Full story here)

POSSIBLE POLICY EXPANSION
Sarasota County may follow City of Sarasota’s lead on domestic partner registry — Cooper 
Levey-Baker
Could Sarasota County adopt a domestic partner registry identical to the one recently approved 
by the city? Perhaps, according to County Commissioner Carolyn Mason, who says she plans to 
formally introduce the idea after the November elections.

The City Commission voted unanimously last Monday, Oct. 1, to approve the registry, which 
would grant unmarried couples, including gays and lesbians, rights such as hospital visitation. Former City Commissioner 
Ken Shelin has been instrumental in moving that policy forward, and he is working behind the scenes now to convince the 
county to follow in the city’s footsteps.

Shelin tells The Sarasota News Leader he reached out to Mason first. “I had gone to her some time ago about the possibility 
of doing this and she was sympathetic,” he says.

Mason had indicated in an Oct. 4 email to a constituent that she would bring up the issue this week, but she decided to hold 
off till the commission’s makeup is clear — i.e., after the elections. (Full story here)
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ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN MOVE?
Anti-Fitzgerald DVDs illegally dumped in mailboxes, campaign says — Cooper Levey-Baker
The Keith Fitzgerald campaign is firing back at U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan over a DVD containing 
an ad accusing of Fitzgerald of “intolerance and hate” that was distributed, perhaps illegally, to 
voters in Fitzgerald’s own North Sarasota neighborhood.

The ad, “Outrageous,” plays off a blog post by former Fitzgerald campaign spokeswoman Ana 
Maria Rosato, written before she joined the Fitzgerald team. In June, she accused Republicans 
of hating “women, immigrants, African Americans, firefighters, police officers, teachers, citizens 

who vote for Democrats, the poor, the middle class, anyone but each other.”

“Our campaign hired a staff member without knowing that her personal blog was full of inappropriate comments,” Fitzgerald 
said in a video response released Thursday. “As soon as these comments were brought to my attention, I fired her. Now it’s 
time to move on. We don’t need distractions. We need solutions.” (Full story here)

CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM IN THE MARKET
Taylor Morrison announces plans for a 240-home development in Gulf Gate, just off the 
South Tamiami Trail — Rachel Brown Hackney
Homebuilder Taylor Morrison announced this week that it is planning to construct a 240-home 
development called Esplanade by Siesta Key; the construction will be in the Gulf Gate area.

The 77-acre site is located just off South Tamiami Trail, about two miles from Siesta Key, the 
company notes in a news release.

In an Oct. 11 interview with The Sarasota News Leader, Cammie Longenecker, vice president of sales and marketing for Taylor 
Morrison’s West Florida Division, said the announcement points to the firm’s confidence that the economy is turning around.

“We’re cautiously optimistic about improving signs in the market,” Longenecker said.

Although the company has owned the Esplanade property for a number of years, she said, the decision to go forward with 
the project “was really about timing in the market … the old adage of supply and demand.” (Full story here)

FACING A DEADLINE
County commissioners rebuke staff over delay in obtaining new road impact fee data — 
Rachel Brown Hackney
Voicing frustration over a looming deadline, the Sarasota County Commission on Oct. 9 unani-
mously directed county staff to bring to the board within 45 days a report on proposed new road 
impact fees determined by using current cost information and existing county methodology.

The discussion prompted a rare rebuke from Vice Chairwoman Carolyn Mason, who told Clarke 
Davis, general manager of Public Works Department planning for the county, “I typically have a problem with heartburn, but 
what gives me more heartburn is when this board asks for staff to work with those outside of county government” and that 
is not done.

Mason, Chairwoman Christine Robinson and Commissioner Joe Barbetta all reminded Davis that, shortly after Robinson 
was appointed to the board in late 2010, the commission directed staff to work with representatives of local construction 
and trade organizations to get updated data regarding impact fees.

Davis acknowledged that staff had not done so.

Mason told County Administrator Randall Reid, “I hope, going forward, that you will make sure” staff follows board direc-
tives. (Full story here)
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2012 Safe Sex Halloween Bash

Proceeds benefit Planned Parenthood’s sexual health and 
prevention education programs.

Saturday, Oct. 27
Michael’s On East
9 pm-1 am

• open bar 
• late nite bites
• DJ Imminent 
• live entertainment 
• shocking surprises

or by phone 941.365.3913 ext. 1124

$75 in advance
$100 at the door

Thank you to our corporate and media sponsors

www.SafeSexHalloweenBash.com 



Armands Circle Association. “If you move to 
another spot, you still get a ticket.”

The “uniform policy” works not according to 
how long a motorist parks in one space, but 
how long the car is in “the zone.”

“You cannot park for more than three hours 
at St. Armands,” said Seace. “It’s a three-hour 
zone, not a spot. Even if you move your car, 
you get a ticket.”

City Commissioner Terry Turner was present 
for the Oct. 9 meeting. 

“We decided several months ago to have con-
sistent regulations across the city,” he said. 
“These regulations at St. Armands are the 

As the first decade of the St. Armands Busi-
ness Improvement District draws to a close, 
property owners are increasingly concerned 
about parking. New restrictions had them 
shaking their heads during the Tuesday, Oct. 
9, BID meeting.

What was supposed to be a uniform policy 
of parking enforcement has turned into a hot 
topic. Several months ago, the Sarasota City 
Commission decided parking enforcement for 
downtown and St. Armands Circle should be 
treated equally.

“We’ve had a tsunami of complaints about 
parking tickets,” said Eric Seace with the St. 

DOOM 
FOR ST. 
ARMANDS?

St. Armands business owners want parking issues resolved before the holiday season, which tradi-
tionally draws lots of visitors to the shopping district. Photo by Norman Schimmel

BUSINESS OWNERS FRETTING ABOUT IMPACT OF PARKING REGULATIONS
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
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same as downtown. You should make the case 
that what’s good for downtown is not good for 
St. Armands.”

BID Member Diana Corrigan said, “We can-
not have a blanket policy for the entire city. It 
used to be [regulated] from 9 [a.m.] to 6 [p.m.], 
Monday through Friday,” she said. “Now it’s 9 
to 8, Monday through Saturday.”

“We’ve limited the shopping and dining experi-
ence to three hours max,” said Seace. “They’re 
using a tag-reading or photo device.”

Merchants are spooked because tourists are 
trickling back, and after Thanksgiving, the 
trickle will become a flood just in time for 
Christmas shopping. 

“We’re running out of time,” said Corrigan.

“This was not a staff recommendation,” said 
Turner. “This was imposed on them by the 
City Commission. It was a fairness argument 
from downtown,” he said. “If we have to have 
it, then everybody has to have it.”

BID Chairman Marty Rappaport asked, “The 
city pays for [parking] garages downtown, but 
we have to do it out of our own pockets?”

“Meanwhile, we lost Circle Books and Square 
on the Circle,” said Corrigan. “We’re seeing 
good businesses go away.”

In fact, the BID members expressed real con-
cern about the future of St. Armands as a 
shopping district. 

“We’re getting more restaurants,” said Rap-
paport. “But as stores convert to restaurants, 
bakeries, yogurt shops and the like, we’re 
on the way to becoming nothing but a food 
court.”

“A restaurant with 200 seats takes a lot of 
[parking] spaces,” he said. “And we’re 1,250 
short already. We’re sitting on a time bomb, 
with Benderson’s developments soliciting St. 
Armands’ stores,” he added, referring to Bend-
erson Development Co.’s shopping centers in 
the University Parkway area.

“If you allow [St. Armands] to become a food 
court, you will not attract the shoppers you 
want,” Rappaport said. “If the city loses St. 
Armands and downtown can’t compete, the 
property values downtown and [on] St. Ar-
mands will go down tremendously.”

“We’re on a short leash with the Benderson 
projects,” said Corrigan. “But we have to solve 
the problem of timed parking now.”

  

The Sarasota City Commission stipulated that parking enforcement for St. Armands Circle be no 
different than it is for downtown Sarasota. Photo by Norman Schimmel



With that number increasing rapidly, depart-
ment staff is hustling to process all the appli-
cations, she added.

This school year, Wood expects to see the dis-
trict hit the 50% mark for the total number 
of students receiving free or reduced-price 
meals. That is about the same percentage dis-
trict staff recorded last year, she said.

In spite of the trend, which has grown since 
the Great Recession hit, applying for this sort 
of assistance can be a delicate subject for fam-
ilies, Wood said.

“Some parents don’t want their kids to know 
[about their financial situation],” Wood said. 

As of Oct. 10, the Sarasota County Schools 
was serving 15,497 free meals and 3,009 re-
duced-price lunches to students every day.  

The number reflects 47% of all lunches the dis-
trict serves, Lisa Wood, resource manager in 
the Food and Nutrition Services Department, 
told The Sarasota News Leader this week.

However, that number is changing daily, Wood 
said.

“One hundred to 200 applications a day are 
still coming in,” Wood told the News Leader.

Almost half the students in the Sarasota County Public Schools are from families that cannot afford 
the full price of school meals. iStock photo

A CONTINUING CONCERN

SARASOTA COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS OFFICIALS EXPECT ABOUT 50% OF 
STUDENTS THIS YEAR WILL QUALIFY FOR FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEALS
By Scott Proffitt
Staff Writer
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“We try to keep people’s dignity through the 
process,” she added, “and if they are needy, 
we want them to call.”

“Unfortunately, when the real estate market 
collapsed, a lot of families discovered they 
needed our services,” said Beverly Girard, di-
rector of Food and Nutrition Services.

“A lot of people don’t know this,” Girard said, 
“but our Title I designation is based on the 
free and reduced-meal program.”  

The Title I program, established in the 1960s 
and now part of the No Child Left Behind 
Act, distributes federal funds to each coun-
ty and each school to support services for  
low-income children. Therefore, Girard point-
ed out, the meal numbers are calculated care-
fully.  

“It’s based on house-
hold size and income, 
a sliding scale,” Girard 
added of the Title 1 ser-
vices.

The number is an im-
portant facet of the 
school budget process.

Try to imagine running 
a restaurant that serves 
more than 30 ,000 
lunches a day, along 
with breakfast. That is 
essentially what Girard 
and her staff do, but the 
whole process is moni-
tored and approved by 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Moreover, 

the customers are children, known for being 
finicky eaters.

Welcome to Girard’s world — and she handles 
the whole thing with a charm and aplomb you 
might find in the proprietor of a very fancy, 
expensive restaurant.

As the director of Food and Nutrition Services 
for the school system, Girard has converted 
the operation from a financial burden that was 
$500,000 over budget to a self-supporting en-
terprise that she says she runs like a business. 
The fact that she has an MBA helps, she says, 
but her concerns are many.

After several years of effort, she was able to 
implement a “Farm to School” program that 
buys fruits and vegetables directly from local 

farmers for the stu-
dents’ meals.  

“The produce is 
fresher now, and 
we’ve seen a 60% in-
crease in fresh fruit 
and vegetables in a 
four-year period,” Gi-
rard added.  

She also is somewhat 
of a celebrity among 
chocolate milk afi-
cionados, having 
persuaded a regional 
farmer to decrease 
the amount of sug-
ar in the chocolate 
milk he supplies to 
the schools. The stu-
dents didn’t even no-
tice, she pointed out, 
adding, “The farmer, Beverly Girard. Photo by Scott Proffitt
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Dale McClellan is now Florida Farmer of the 
Year.”

Additionally, Girard and her staff are respon-
sible for the success of the Summer Food Ser-
vice Program, through which 5,000 children a 
day receive a balanced nutritious meal when 
school is not in session.  

Yet another program she began that she 
speaks of with pride is one for students inter-
ested in nutrition. A registered dietitian her-
self, Girard said, “We’ve graduated 30 student 
dietitians. They do an internship here for 10 
months; then, they test to become licensed 
dietitians.”

Among her other accomplishments, Girard 
pointed out, “Every high school [in the dis-
trict] has a salad and a pasta bar. With so many 
kids in a rush, we offer really nice pre-pack-
aged salads.”

She and her staff also work with the nine char-
ter schools in the district.  

“We approached every single charter school 
and offered our services,” Girard said. “I’ve 
been doing this 28 years, and Lisa Wood 

has been here 16 years. These [free and re-
duced-price meal] programs are complicated 
federal programs. Every charter school but 
one accepted our offer,” she added.

She credits her staff for all the department’s 
accomplishments, but her colleagues say she 
is a keenly intelligent, hard-working adminis-
trator who sincerely wants to serve good-tast-
ing and nutritious meals to her “customers,” 
as she calls the students.

Nonetheless, one of the most important pro-
grams under her direction is the federally 
funded one for free or reduced-price lunches.

“These breakfasts and lunches are often the 
major source of nutrition in many children’s 
lives,” she pointed out. “We are the safety net 
for school-age nutrition.”

Anyone interested in applying for the meal 
benefits program may call 486-2199. Howev-
er, Girard says the simplest way to apply is 
online at http://www.sarasotacountyschools.
net/departments/fns/default.aspx?id=1634

  

Enter To Win A New iPad

The contest concludes when The Sarasota News Leader achieves 1,000 “Likes” on Facebook, One winner will be selected at random from among sub-
scribers. Only subscribers are eligible to win the iPad, regardless of having “Liked” our page on Facebook. Contest is open only to residents of Sarasota 
County. Selected winners must provide a valid Sarasota County street address to receive the iPad. Contest is void where prohibited by law.
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our subscribers to receive a new iPad.
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Shelin tells The Sarasota News Leader he 
reached out to Mason first. “I had gone to her 
some time ago about the possibility of doing 
this and she was sympathetic,” he says.

Mason had indicated in an Oct. 4 email to a 
constituent that she would bring up the issue 
this week, but she decided to hold off till the 
commission’s makeup is clear — i.e., after the 
elections.

“I am a believer in fairness for everybody,” 
Mason tells the News Leader, but she won’t 
commit 100% to voting for the registry. “As a 
commissioner, I’m a bridge, and so putting it 

Could Sarasota County adopt a domestic 
partner registry identical to the one recently 
approved by the city? Perhaps, according to 
County Commissioner Carolyn Mason, who 
says she plans to formally introduce the idea 
after the November elections.

The City Commission voted unanimously last 
Monday, Oct. 1, to approve the registry, which 
would grant unmarried couples, including 
gays and lesbians, rights such as hospital vis-
itation. Former City Commissioner Ken Shelin 
has been instrumental in moving that policy 
forward, and he is working behind the scenes 
now to convince the county to follow in the 
city’s footsteps.

POSSIBLE POLICY 
EXPANSION

The Sarasota County Commission sits in session during a recent meeting in Sarasota. Photos by Nor-
man Schimmel

By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor

SARASOTA COUNTY MAY FOLLOW CITY OF SARASOTA’S LEAD ON 
DOMESTIC PARTNER REGISTRY
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on the table for my colleagues to consider — I 
don’t have a problem do-
ing that.”

Shelin acknowledges 
that the County Com-
mission will be a tough-
er sell than the City Com-
mission. Social issues 
such as LGBT rights do 
not often come up during 
county meetings, and the 
board is certainly more 
conservative than the 
city leadership. But She-
lin is pushing the registry 
idea in Venice, as well, 
and he thinks that if he 
can get more municipal-

ities on board, that will give the idea greater 
leverage with the County 
Commission.

He says Sarasota Coun-
ty is ready. At a recent 
Sarasota Bar Association 
diversity event, Shelin 
introduced himself as “a 
gay American,” and “the 
applause was surprising-
ly strong,” he says.

“I think there’s a lot more 
support for these social 
issues than you might 
think,” Shelin says. “So 
I’m encouraged.”

  
Sarasota County Commissioner Carolyn 
Mason prepares for a budget workshop

Enter To Win A New iPad

The contest concludes when The Sarasota News Leader achieves 1,000 “Likes” on Facebook, One winner will be selected at random from among subscribers. Only subscribers are 
eligible to win the iPad, regardless of having “Liked” our page on Facebook. Contest is open only to residents of Sarasota County. Selected winners must provide a valid Sarasota 
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“Our campaign hired a staff member without 
knowing that her personal blog was full of in-
appropriate comments,” Fitzgerald said in a 
video response released Thursday. “As soon 
as these comments were brought to my atten-
tion, I fired her. Now it’s time to move on. We 
don’t need distractions. We need solutions.”

But Buchanan’s ad flips the script and goes on 
to accuse Fitzgerald of running a campaign 
of “intolerance and hate.” As those words are 
spoken, the words “Hatred toward teachers,” 
“Hatred toward the poor” and “Hatred toward 
police” flash on the screen. The source for 
those non-quotes? A Washington Post blog 
item  aggregating the news that Fitzgerald had 
fired Rosata.

The Keith Fitzgerald campaign is firing back at 
Rep. Vern Buchanan over a DVD containing an 
ad accusing of Fitzgerald of “intolerance and 
hate” that was distributed, perhaps illegally, 
to voters in Fitzgerald’s own North Sarasota 
neighborhood.

The ad, “Outrageous,” plays off a blog post 
by former Fitzgerald campaign spokeswoman 
Ana Maria Rosato, written before she joined 
the Fitzgerald team. In June, she accused Re-
publicans of hating “women, immigrants, Af-
rican Americans, firefighters, police officers, 
teachers, citizens who vote for Democrats, 
the poor, the middle class, anyone but each 
other.”

The Keith Fitzgerald campaign has questioned whether the Vern Buchanan campaign violated fed-
eral laws in distribution of a DVD attacking Fitzgerald.

ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN MOVE?

ANTI-FITZGERALD DVDS DUMPED IN SARASOTANS’ MAILBOXES ON 
COLUMBUS DAY, CAMPAIGN SAYS
By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4QTMMDxjZo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4QTMMDxjZo
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2012/10/01/obama-and-romney-in-tight-race-cnn-poll-shows/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/the-fix/wp/2012/10/01/obama-and-romney-in-tight-race-cnn-poll-shows/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_K6InPoIC5M
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Click to view this video on YouTube or visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_K6InPoIC5M

Click to view this video on YouTube or visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4QTMMDxjZo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4QTMMDxjZo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_K6InPoIC5M
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ad. She has heard that other folks have con-
tacted the Postal Service, requesting an in-
vestigation, and she thinks 
she’ll call to file a com-
plaint as well. A  r e p -
resentative of the Postal 
Inspection Service, 
which w o u l d  b e 
tasked with investigating 
the is- sue, tells the News 
Lead- er his office hasn’t yet 
re- ceived any formal com-

plaints.

“Not only do I think it’s a 
violation of FEC law, most 

likely, but it’s definitely a viola-
tion of federal law governing what 

can go in mailboxes,” Fitzgerald 
spokesperson Matt Harringer tells the 

News Leader.

“Vern’s primary intentions are to deceive you, 
and that’s the problem with politics today,” 
Fitzgerald says in his YouTube clip, adding: 

“Vern saw this as an opportunity to 
protect his job, so he wants 

to talk about a staffer’s 
mistake. He’s too 

scared to dis-
cuss the is-

sues.”

The Bu-
chanan 
campaign 
did not re-

spond to a 
News Leader 

call.

  

The Fitzgerald campaign is also charging Bu-
chanan with potentially violating federal law 
with its distribution tactics. “Voters across 
Sarasota and Manatee counties have spotted 
men tampering with their mailboxes,” reads a 
press release, “and are reporting finding DVDs 
of a disingenuous attack ad produced by the 
Buchanan Campaign without postage.”

Gretchen Serrie, who lives near Fitzgerald, 
says she found her DVD on Monday, when no 
regular mail was being delivered.

“I went out to my mailbox and this was on 
Columbus Day, so sitting there pristinely, with 
no other mail, was this DVD,” Serrie tells the 
News Leader. “The fact that it was done in 
my neighborhood on Columbus Day made 
it very obvious that it had been done il-
legally.”

“Anything in a mailbox has to have 
postage on it,” says United States 
Postal Service spokesperson 
Enola Rice, suggesting the 
DVD dump could be a viola-
tion.

According to Serrie, the 
DVD was clearly 
labeled as a 
product of 
the Vern 
Buchan-
an cam-
paign, 
a n d  i t 
con-
tained 
on ly  the 
one-minute 
“Outrageous” 



“We’re cautiously optimistic about improving 
signs in the market,” Longenecker said.

Although the company has owned the Espla-
nade property for a number of years, she said, 
the decision to go forward with the project 
“was really about timing in the market … the 
old adage of supply and demand.”

Based in Scottsdale, AZ, Taylor Morrison has 
experienced a 25% increase so far over last 
year in the number of people coming into its 
offices, interested in purchasing homes, Lon-
genecker said. Its sales are up 20% year-over-
year, Longenecker added.

Homebuilder Taylor Morrison announced this 
week that it is planning to construct a 240-
home development called Esplanade by Siesta 
Key; the construction will be in the Gulf Gate 
area.

The 77-acre site is located just off South Tami-
ami Trail, about two miles from Siesta Key, the 
company notes in a news release.

In an Oct. 11 interview with The Sarasota 
News Leader, Cammie Longenecker, vice 
president of sales and marketing for Taylor 
Morrison’s West Florida Division, says the an-
nouncement points to the firm’s confidence 
that the economy is turning around.

An aerial map submitted to the Sarasota County Planning and Development Services Department 
last summer shows the location of the planned Esplanade by Siesta Key. Map courtesy Sarasota 
County

CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM  
IN THE MARKET

TAYLOR MORRISON ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR A 240-HOME 
DEVELOPMENT IN GULF GATE, JUST OFF THE SOUTH TAMIAMI TRAIL
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
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Early this year, Taylor Morrison announced 
plans for a 260-home development behind The 
Glenridge in Palmer Ranch.

 “We’re seeing a drop in [housing] invento-
ry, which is an encouraging sign in Sarasota 
County,” Sarasota County Commission Chair-
woman Christine Robinson told the News 
Leader. “We’re excited to see the construction 
industry pick up.”

The county commissioners received notifica-
tion in early July that the Esplanade project 
was under review by staff in the Planning and 
Development Services Department.

The development will feature single-family 
homes, villas and condominiums, or “coach 
homes,” Longenecker said.

Models are “slated to be open for public view-
ing by early 2013,” the news release says.

Longenecker declined to reveal any price in-
formation. She encouraged interested people 
to visit EsplanadeBySiestaKey.com, where 
Taylor Morrison will post more details as they 
become available, including site plans.

The company announcement says, “Walking 
trails will crisscross the community and at the 
heart of the neighborhood will be a beautifully 
appointed clubhouse, complete with a fitness 
center, gathering room, catering kitchen and 
library. … Just outside [will be] a heated la-
goon-style pool and spa, sport courts, barbe-
cue area and fire pit, and fenced bark park.”

The news release adds that the architecture 
will feature “barrel tile roofs, ornamental de-
tailing and lush landscaping.” The homes also 
will have “gourmet kitchens, expansive out-
door living areas, and brick paver driveways.”

  

Taylor Morrison is touting the proximity of Siesta Public Beach as one of the draws for its new devel-
opment in Gulf Gate. Even on a cloudy day in off-season, the beach sees plenty of activity. Photo by 
Rachel Hackney



outside of county government” and that is not 
done.

Mason, Chairwoman Christine Robinson and 
Commissioner Joe Barbetta all reminded Da-
vis that, shortly after Robinson was appoint-
ed to the board in late 2010, the commission 
directed staff to work with representatives of 
local construction and trade organizations to 
get updated data regarding impact fees.

Davis acknowledged that staff had not done 
so.

Mason told County Administrator Randall 
Reid, “I hope, going forward, that you will 
make sure” staff follows board directives.

Voicing frustration over a looming deadline, 
the Sarasota County Commission on Oct. 9 
unanimously directed county staff to bring to 
the board within 45 days a report on proposed 
new road impact fees determined by using 
current cost information and existing county 
methodology.

The discussion prompted a rare rebuke from 
Vice Chairwoman Carolyn Mason, who told 
Clarke Davis, general manager of Public 
Works Department planning for the county, 
“I typically have a problem with heartburn, 
but what gives me more heartburn is when 
this board asks for staff to work with those 

A slide in a PowerPoint presentation provided to the County Commission on Oct. 9 offers back-
ground on the need for a road impact fee update. Image courtesy Sarasota County

FACING A 
DEADLINE

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REBUKE STAFF OVER DELAY IN OBTAINING 
NEW ROAD IMPACT FEE DATA
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
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“You’d better get moving,” Reid told Davis.

“We haven’t accumulated any data at all” from 
the local construction organizations and trade 
groups? Barbetta asked.

Work on that began early this year, Davis said. 
Most of that update was supposed to have 
been the responsibility of a single county en-
gineer, he said, but that person had been out 
on extended leave. As a result, Davis said, he 
had been doing most of the work himself.

Nonetheless, Davis conceded, “We could have 
started earlier. … Some of it’s been inadequate 
planning.”

Repeating on Oct. 9 what he had told the com-
mission on Sept. 18, Davis said the county’s 
impact fee systems for its library, park, road, 
emergency medical services, fire and rescue, 
general government and justice facilities cat-
egories all dated to 2007.

A temporary, 50% reduction in the county’s 
road impact fee, adopted in 2011, will end for 
permits accepted on or after Feb. 1, 2013, if 
the commission takes no action, Davis said.

The data used for all the impact fee systems 
dates to 2005, he added.

“We knew this deadline was approaching,” 
Barbetta said. “Now we’re backed into a cor-
ner, not able to get the data on time. Why, I 
don’t know.”

Barbetta also told Davis, “We know we’re not 
in compliance with the law” regarding use of 
current data. “For six years,” Barbetta said, 
“we’ve been using the wrong data, so I think 
there’s a real sense of urgency here. … Let’s 
just get the right data within the next 30 days” 
and plug it into the current methodology.

When Mason asked whether Davis would be 
able to involve industry representatives in 
the time frame he had indicated the commis-
sion would have to follow to meet the Jan. 
31 deadline, Davis said staff would try to do 
that. “It makes some sense,” he said, “because 
they’re the ones building roads, and [they’re] 
not building a lot right now.”

Reid told him that Mason’s request was rea-
sonable.

Robinson said she did not want to guess in-
dustry representatives’ views on the data 
when Davis brought it back to the board.

Sarasota County Commissioners Carolyn Mason and Nora Patterson review material before a recent 
board discussion. Photo by Rachel Hackney
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In his opening remarks, Davis told the com-
mission that research indicated 400,000 fewer 
vehicles are using county roads than in 2005.

Based on an impact fee study the City of Sara-
sota is undertaking, Davis said, it appeared the 
full road impact fee today would be “roughly 
equivalent” to two-thirds of the level used for 
the 2007 fee the county adopted.

Barbetta questioned 
whether the city’s data 
would be applicable to 
the county, given that 
there are “many more 
people downtown 
now.”

Davis replied that 
county staff “wouldn’t 
be using the city’s numbers directly.”

Commissioner Nora Patterson told Davis she 
did not want to see the county reach the point 
where the impact fees went up, because the 
commission couldn’t make the deadline, then 
go back down again. “What you want is as 
much stability as possible,” she added.

“We’ve got a recovery,” Patterson said, “but 
it’s not booming.”

DETAILS ON THE TIMELINE

Because of interlocal agreements, Davis said, 
the county’s municipalities would have to be 
notified 30 days before the County Commis-
sion holds a public hearing on new impact 
fees.

Moreover, because of an agreement with the 
City of Venice, he said, the public hearing 
would have to be held in Venice.

Barbetta pointed out that the commission 
already had scheduled a regular meeting in 

Venice on Dec. 4. The board’s first meetings in 
January 2013 will be Jan. 8 and Jan. 9, he add-
ed, and one of those could be held in Venice.

Still, Patterson was worried the commission 
would not be able to meet the Jan. 31 dead-
line. If that wasn’t going to be possible, she 
said, she suggested an extension of the cur-
rent impact fees for a short time, until the 

board was ready to act 
on the new data.

Davis told her he felt 
the situation would be 
clear enough by Dec. 4 
for the commission to 
take appropriate ac-
tion.

His only concern 
about meeting the 45-day deadline imposed 
by the motion, he said, was the necessity of 
internal review of the process by the County 
Attorney’s Office and the Office of Financial 
Planning.

Nonetheless, Davis said, “Forty-five [days] is 
probably about right, at this point.”

Davis also presented information to the Coun-
ty Commission regarding multimodal impact 
fees, which could be used to pay for sidewalks 
and bike paths, for example, and mobility fees 
used in Alachua and Pasco counties.

The commissioners agreed by consensus that 
they would discuss such fees at a later time.

“I’m interested in stability right now,” Robin-
son said.

“Me, too,” Patterson said.

“I think that’s the appropriate direction that 
you’ve made,” Reid said.

  

We knew this deadline was 
approaching. Now we’re backed into a 
corner, not able to get the data on time. 
Why, I don’t know.

Joe Barbetta
County Commissioner



with allegations that county staff has erred 
in assigning assessments to property owners 
to pay for a municipal parking lot in Siesta 
Village.

The methodology used to determine those 
assessments has “got us into lawsuits,” Com-
missioner Joe Barbetta said during the board’s 
Oct. 10 discussion.

“Frankly, I think we would be well served to 
… chalk it up as a learning experience,” Com-
missioner Jon Thaxton added.

In his second lawsuit, filed Jan. 31, 2001, 
Brown alleged that he had been assessed in-
correctly for properties he owns in the district. 

Siesta Village property owners Chris Brown 
and Mark Smith had their wish granted this 
week: The Sarasota County Commission on 
Oct. 10 authorized the advertisement of a pub-
lic hearing on the abolishment of the village’s 
Parking Public Improvement District.

The vote was 4-1, with Commissioner Nora 
Patterson, who lives on Siesta Key, in the mi-
nority.

“I couldn’t believe it,” Brown told The Sara-
sota News Leader after the vote. “I am just so 
happy.”

Brown is engaged in his third lawsuit against 
the county; all have dealt in some fashion 

Siesta Village businessman Chris Brown owns The Hub Baja Grill (right), The Cottage and the par-
cel that is home to Blu Que. Photo by Norman Schimmel

NO MORE ASSESSMENTS

COUNTY COMMISSION HAS BEGUN PROCEEDINGS TO STOP TAXING 
BUSINESSES FOR THE EXPENSE OF A PUBLIC PARKING LOT IN SIESTA VILLAGE
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
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About a month after the county settled that 
part of the suit by paying him $2,500, Brown 
received his 2011 tax bill showing parking 
assessment increases for three of his Siesta 
Village properties. One increase was almost 
1,500% over the 2010 figure.

As a result of those 
assessments, Brown 
filed his third lawsuit 
against the county in 
October 2011, alleging 
county staff had sin-
gled him out for dis-
crimination. The law-
suit pointed to county 
records showing the 
assessments for 74 
other Siesta Village properties had gone down 
in the Parking Public Improvement District 
while three of his went up.

On Aug. 21, the County Commission voted 3-2 
to reject a $277,219.22 settlement offer Brown 
had made in the third lawsuit.

However, the commissioners voted unani-
mously to ask County Attorney Stephen De-
Marsh to work with County Administrator 
Randall Reid on whether the ordinance gov-
erning the parking assessments should be re-
vised, to prevent future lawsuits.

THE HISTORY

As a result, the county’s chief engineer, James 
K. Harriott Jr., prepared an Oct. 8 memo to the 
commission, outlining five options for han-
dling the parking district in the future.

The memo points out that the County Com-
mission adopted an ordinance on April 23, 
1996 to establish the district to pay for con-

struction of a municipal parking lot between 
Calle Minorga and Avenida de Mayo.

The lot was completed in 2000, the memo 
says, at a cost of $863,714.51. Properties in 
the district were to be assessed annually to 
repay the county for its expense, which the 

county covered out of 
general fund revenue.

At the end of the 2012 
fiscal year — which 
was Sept. 30 — the 
amount remaining 
to be paid was about 
$344,000, the memo 
said.

Contacted about the 
memo on Oct. 9, Brown told the News Lead-
er, “To be honest, I would prefer if they would 
abolish the district completely.” The assess-
ments, he added, are “obviously too compli-
cated for [the staff] to implement.”

Given his pending lawsuit and the potential 
for other litigation, Brown said, it made sense 
for the County Commission to authorize pay-
ing the $344,000 out of its general fund.

In a separate interview, Mark Smith, chairman 
of the Siesta Key Chamber of Commerce, told 
the News Leader, “My gut feeling is [county 
staff members] haven’t been able to run the 
district since it started. … I don’t think they’ve 
done a real good job with the assessment pro-
cess.”

Smith added, “I think the prudent thing to do 
would be to abolish the district and call it a 
night.”

Not commenting on any lawsuits, 
it appears that we have already broken 
the agreement in the past, and I don’t see 
us finding a way out of doing that again.

Christine Robinson
Chairwoman

County Commission
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He concurred with 
Brown that  the 
county easily could 
end up spending the 
$344,000 or more on 
attorneys’ fees if the 
commission contin-
ued the assessment 
process.

On the other side of 
the argument, Cath-
erine Luckner, pres-
ident of the Siesta 
Key Association, 
told the News Lead-
er by email she felt 
the county’s cover-
ing the remaining ex-
pense of the parking 
lot “is a lot to ask for 
citizens to give [Sies-
ta Key] businesses. 
The availability of 
parking provided in-
centive for business 
to arrive and created 
revenue for the merchants and for the County. 
It was meant to be ‘win-win.’”

(Luckner was out of state on vacation; the 
News Leader had provided her with a copy 
of Harriott’s memo.)

THE DISCUSSION

During the Oct. 10 County Commission dis-
cussion, Patterson said she could not support 
abolishing the district.

“People understood that they would pay for 
half of the cost” of the parking lot, Patterson 

said. “That was un-
derstood from the 
beginning. What I 
don’t understand 
is why [the assess-
ment value] was 
ever fixed to go 
up or down, and I 
think it needs to be 
nailed in place.”

Moreover,  Pat-
terson pointed 
out, “We don’t go 
building commer-
cial parking lots 
for districts else-
where.”

Thaxton said it 
was a benefit to 
the entire coun-
ty to provide ade-
quate parking “in a 
district such as Si-
esta Village, which 
is a veritable gold 
mine in terms of 

sales tax, tourist development taxes, and just 
an overall asset.”

Barbetta suggested that if the county needed 
a source of funds to maintain the parking lot, 
the commission could consider charging for 
use of the facility — “meter it without a big 
expense; maybe buy some meters from the 
city [of Sarasota.]”

(Since abolishing its downtown metered park-
ing program last year, the City of Sarasota has 
been trying to sell the parking meters it has in 
storage.)

Many Siesta Key shopping centers have signs 
warning people not to park in their spaces unless 
the drivers plan to shop in their stores. The tow-
ing threats make the municipal parking lot all the 
more attractive to visitors. Photo by Rachel Hack-
ney
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Another option, Barbetta said, would be for 
the county to sell the parking lot to a private 
vendor who would charge drivers.

“I’m not in favor of having a private vendor 
start [charging] people to park or the me-
ters,” Thaxton said. “It would not cause me 
a great amount of heartburn to have the re-
maining costs funded out of the general fund  
revenue …”

“I completely agree with Jon,” Chairwoman 
Christine Robinson said.

While she could not support the county’s ab-
sorption of the balance of the expense, Patter-
son said, “If the board wants to be generous, I 
am sure everybody in the Village will be hap-
py.”

She was opposed to putting meters in the 
parking lot, she added. If any meters were 
to be installed in Siesta Village, she said, the 
more appropriate places for them would be 
along the streets.

Still, Patterson said, “I think [metered parking 
will] cause a lot more upset than the kindness 
of paying [the balance] off.”

“I am fine without meters,” Barbetta said.

“I am adamantly opposed to parking meters, 
period, pretty much in any section of Sarasota 
County, especially in an area that we are en-
couraging folks to go to,” Robinson said.

After Barbetta made the motion to proceed 
with plans to abolish the parking district, Pat-

terson said, “I just can’t do it. It seems like 
breaking an agreement.”

“Not commenting on any lawsuits,” Robinson 
said, “it appears that we have already broken 
the agreement in the past, and I don’t see us 
finding a way out of doing that again.”

Robinson added, “We need to cut our losses 
and move on.”

After the vote, Patterson said to Harriott, “I 
don’t really know exactly when the under-
standing came to be that we were going to 
[raise an assessment],” if a business expand-
ed, “thereby lowering [the assessment] for ev-
erybody else.”

Patterson added, “I have heard from other 
people in the Village that that’s been going on 
for years.”

“Numbers go up and down every year … since 
the day [the parking district] was created,” 
Harriott said. That was how the improvement 
district plan was established, he added. “We 
went through iteration after iteration after it-
eration on how to assess this district.”

Business owners “wanted an incentive for 
businesses to come in and add parking to their 
parcels or purchase parcels to add parking,” 
Harriott said, because that would drive down 
other parcels’ assessments.

Robinson interrupted Harriott: “I don’t want 
to get into a protracted discussion about the 
old district. … We still have the pending law-
suit to deal with.”

  

Take Your Time
You Have All Week

Enjoy The News Leader Anytime - Day or Night



“‘You guys own the library, don’t you? How 
come you let people smoke?’” Barbetta says 
he is asked.

Parents and children trying to enter and exit 
the library have to put up with smokers out-
side the doors, he added.

Moreover, Barbetta said, Sarasota Police 
Department officers had asked him why the 
county had not honored its commitment to 
prohibiting smoking outside public places.

“It’s a serious problem downtown,” Barbetta 
said.

Prompted by complaints he has received 
about smoking outside Selby Public Library, 
Sarasota County Commissioner Joe Barbetta 
on Oct. 9 made a motion during the board’s 
regular meeting to request staff to work on 
an ordinance prohibiting smoking at all the 
county’s public libraries.

The motion won unanimous support.

Noting that he often walks around down-
town, Barbetta told his fellow board members 
during their meeting in Venice, people have 
been stopping him and complaining about the 
situation at Selby Library.

Because it has become a popular gathering place for homeless people in downtown Sarasota, Selby 
Public Library also has been the focus of smoking and restroom usage complaints. Photo by Norman 
Schimmel

NO SMOKING, PLEASE

THE COUNTY COMMISSION HAS AUTHORIZED STAFF TO DRAFT AN 
ORDINANCE PROHIBITING SMOKING AT ALL COUNTY LIBRARIES
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
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Selby Public Library, across from Five Points 
Park, has become a gathering place for home-
less people, especially since the City Commis-
sion last year removed the benches from the 
park.

By direction of the City Commission, the 
Sarasota Police Department has been work-
ing over the past couple of months to keep a 
closer eye on actions of the homeless popula-
tion in that area.

Although the county commissioners indicated 
they were under the impression they had ap-
proved an ordinance to prevent smoking on 
most public property the county owns, Coun-
ty Attorney Stephen DeMarsh pointed out that 
the smoking prohibition was “aspirational,” 
not policy. “It’s simply signage at this point,” 
DeMarsh said.

“I thought all our li-
brary campuses were 
smoke-free,” Barbetta 
said.

“It’s not codified,” De-
Marsh said.

“It’s widely misunderstood,” County Adminis-
trator Randall Reid said of the smoking pro-
hibition.

Sarasota County properties became tobac-
co-free on May 28, 2010, according to a Sara-
sota News Leader search of county records. 
Signs — such as the one at the Administration 
Center on Ringling Boulevard — were to go 
up the week of May 17, 2010.

“I don’t even know if we have [no-smoking] 
signage [at Selby Library],” Barbetta said 
during the Oct. 9 board discussion.

Commissioner Jon Thaxton pointed out that 
most of the county’s libraries “are relatively 
constrained sites,” with little space available 
for smokers in the first place, without having 
an impact on people going in and out of the 
buildings.

However, he said, libraries “are places where 
you want to encourage [families] and children 
to go,” so smoking should not be allowed on 
those facilities’ grounds.

While he would be going off the board next 
month, when his third term ends, Thaxton 
pointed out, he encouraged the other commis-
sioners to consider passing “an ordinance that 
the law enforcement folks could actually do 
something about.”

When Barbetta first made a motion asking 
staff to work on an 
ordinance banning 
smoking on all county 
property used by the 
public, DeMarsh point-
ed out that that would 
entail ancillary action, 
such as working with 

the collective bargaining units that represent 
some county employees.

Then Barbetta modified the motion to limit 
the policy to the public libraries.

Commission Vice Chairwoman Carolyn Mason 
seconded it.

In a related matter, Chairwoman Christine 
Robinson asked Reid to re-examine the re-
stroom policy at Selby Public Library, after 
Barbetta reported on an incident he had ob-
served on Sept. 29.

It’s a serious problem downtown.

Joe Barbetta
Sarasota County

Commissioner
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After Tampa Bay Lightning Day activities in 
downtown Sarasota that day, Barbetta said, 
he went into the men’s room at Selby Library 
about 10:45 a.m. and found a man in there 
“with very little clothing on” and “the water 
running like crazy,” as the man attempted to 
bathe at the sink.

“And that isn’t the first time that it’s hap-
pened,” Barbetta added of such situations at 
the library, because of the homeless popula-
tion.

“I think we need to lock those restrooms,” he 
added.

Patrons could ask library staff for a key when 
they needed to use the facilities, he said.

“I don’t think we have a problem at the other 
libraries,” Barbetta said. “I think it’s strictly 
that one downtown.”

Barbetta declined to make his suggestion a 
motion, which prompted Robinson to ask 
Reid “to see if there’s anything that we can do” 
to handle the situation better at Selby Library.

  

Photo courtesy StockXchng



However, the August value was about 46% less 
than the July figure of almost $15 million.

In other positive news, the Sarasota Associ-
ation of Realtors reported a sale of 819 total 
units in August, a 36.3% increase from 601 
units sold in August 2011.

Over the past year, the highest number of res-
idences and condominiums sold in a single 
month was 886, in April.

The average number of days for a unit to be 
on the market also dropped year-over-year 
for August, to 165, compared to 195 in August 
2011.

The number of Sarasota County building per-
mits issued for single-family homes continued 
its climb in August, according to the latest re-
port released by the Sarasota Office of Finan-
cial Planning.

The county issued 49 permits in August, com-
pared to 42 for the same month in 2011, an 
increase of 16.7%, the figures show.

The August number also was higher than Ju-
ly’s figure of 45 permits.

In August, the value of construction for those 
permits was put at $8,023,000, a 42.7% increase 
from the August 2011 figure of $5,623,000.

Sales of residential units in Sarasota County were up 36% year-over-year for August. File photo

MORE POSITIVE FIGURES

SARASOTA COUNTY CONTINUES TO SEE INCREASE IN BUILDING 
PERMITS; HOME SALES UP
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
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The median price this August, however, was 
$164,012, down 0.8% from $165,370 in August 
2011.

The lowest level for average days on the mar-
ket over the past 12 months occurred in Sep-
tember 2011, according to the data, when it 
was 123 days.

The median home price 
also has fluctuated, with 
the June figure of $186,750 
the highest over the past 
12 months.

Among other positive 
news, gross sales revenue 
for the county for both re-
tail operations and hotels 
and motels was up in July 
— the latest month for 
which figures are avail-
able.

Retail operations report-
ed a figure of $967,030,000 
for July, a rise of 2.2% 
from the July 2011 figure of $946,220,000, ac-
cording to the Florida Department of Reve-
nue.

For hotels and motels, the July figure was 
$25,150,000, up 4.8% from the July 2011 level 
of $24 million, according to the DOR.

Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota 
County, told The Sarasota News Leader this 
summer that she challenged her staff to keep 
the tourism momentum going for the summer 
of 2012, after Siesta Public Beach was named 
No. 1 in the country just before Memorial Day 
weekend in 2011.

Yet other positive data for the county showed 
a 19.5% drop in the number of unemployed 

people in the labor force year-over-year, from 
17,654 in August 2011 to 14,212 in August this 
year.

The labor force figure itself, though, was down 
0.6% year-over-year — from 161,375 in August 
2011 to 160,391 in August this year.

The number of those em-
ployed in August was 
146,179, up 1.7% from 
143,721 in August 2011.

Unemployment claims were 
down 26.7% from July 2011 
to July this year — the lat-
est month for which figures 
are available. The Florida 
Department of Economic 
Opportunity reported 986 
jobless claims for July this 
year, compared to 1,346 in 
July 2011.

The unemployment rate for 
Sarasota County in August 
this year was 8.9%, down 

from 10.8% in August 2011.

Among other reports, the airline passenger 
counts at Sarasota-Bradenton International 
declined in August, compared to August 2011.

AirTran Airways ceased serving the airport in 
August.

The number of people getting off planes at 
SRQ in August was 40,600, a drop of 2.7% from 
the August 2011 figure of 41,742.

The enplanement figure for August was 41,070, 
down 3.9% from the August 2011 number of 
42,756.

  

Tables from the Sarasota County 
September 2012 Economic Report 
show the changes in the county’s 
taxable property values since the 
2007 fiscal year as well as national 
mortgage rate data going back to Au-
gust 2009. Tables courtesy Sarasota 
County Office of Financial Planning



The first phase of the project would guide 
people from the city limits, where they would 
see a large “Welcome” sign. About 170 signs 
altogether would direct people to the desti-
nations of their choice. The estimated cost of 
this phase is $590,000.

The second phase would comprise about 80 
signs to assist people in finding a parking spot 
at their destination, plus four signs to help 
people find their way back to the interstate. 
Cost for this phase is $276,000.  

The third and fourth phases would help pedes-
trians find their way around downtown and St. 
Armands Circle.

WAYFINDING SURVIVES FISCAL 
THREAT

The City of Sarasota’s love-and-fear affair with 
“wayfinding” survived another scrape with fi-
nancial reality on Monday Oct. 8.

The City Commission urged staff to continue 
the project, but to cut the $1.4 million price 
tag by 40%.

The project has led an on-and-off existence 
since 2005. In 2009, the commission picked 
a design for the unique signs to help tourists 
find various destinations. “There are 60 desti-
nations within the system,” said City Planner 
Cliff Smith. “Wayfinding is intended for people 
who are not familiar with the city.”

CITY BRIEFS

One proposed ‘wayfinding’ sign would point people to downtown arts destinations. Image courtesy 
City of Sarasota

WAYFINDING PROJECT TO SUFFER CUT; NO APPEAL OF CHILDERS’ 
REINSTATEMENT TO THE POLICE FORCE
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
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“These are not traffic signs. They are architec-
tural signs,” said Bill Nichols with the Public 
Works Department.

Staff will return to the City Commission with 
a system that fits within the budgetary guide-
lines and – if the commission approves – put 
the project out to bid.

NO APPEAL ON CHILDERS CASE

Despite their concerns about the reinstate-
ment of city Police Officer Christopher 
Childers, the Sarasota City commissioners de-
cided Monday, Oct. 8, not to pursue an appeal 
through the courts.

City Attorney Bob Fournier briefed the com-
mission on the appeal process and what is re-
quired to obtain standing before an appeals 
courts. “The court is not supposed to re-eval-
uate the evidence,” he said. “And what might 
happen, the appeals court could send it back 
to the Civil Service Board with instructions 
on how to redo the hearing. It would not be a 
clear reversal.”

Three years ago Childers was fired from the 
force after video taken in the jail sally port 

captured him using force to restrain a drunk-
en prisoner. Police Chief Peter Abbott was 
later terminated as well for his handling of 
the incident, including an effort to pay the ar-
restee with the hope the arrestee would not 
sue the city.

Childers maintained he was authorized in his 
use of force, and he appealed his termination 
to the city’s Civil Service Board. The members 
unanimously voted to reinstate him with back 
pay, a decision that prompted city commis-
sioners to ask how they could challenge the 
decision.

“I do not recommend you take an appeal,” 
said Fournier. The commission accepted his 
advice.

PREVIEW OF MONDAY’S CITY 
COMMISSION AGENDA

Of all the items on the Monday, Oct. 15, City 
Commission agenda, only a couple appear 
newsworthy.

In the afternoon session, the commissioners 
will be asked if and how they want to sell city-
owned property.

The City Commission on Oct. 15 is expected to engage in another discussion about selling city-owned 
property. Photo by Norman Schimmel
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There are growing differences between ap-
praisals for tax purposes and commercial 
appraisals (with tax appraisals higher). The 
latest issue was sparked by a church’s offer 
to buy city-owned land on 25th Street.

The Bethlehem Baptist Church has offered 
$12,000; the property appraiser says the prop-
erty is worth $18,700, and a commercial ap-
praisal says it is worth $6,000. The city pur-
chased it in 2000 for $10,000.

A quick look at other properties indicates 
similar kinds of differences, so staff is ask-
ing the commission for guidance on the 25th 
Street property and other parcels. A signifi-
cant number of parcels across the city could 
be involved in this research.

The other issue of note regards a lease with 
MarineMax on City Island. The company has 
one five-year extension left to exercise. In-
stead of doing that, it would like a 20-year 
lease, composed of five-year increments so 
it can amortize improvements to the proper-
ty. This request comes one month before city 
electors will vote on a charter referendum re-
quiring a supermajority of four votes for such 
a long-term contract.

The company pays fair market rent to use the 
city-owned land, and it pays property taxes 
as well as sales tax on boats, fuel taxes and 
others levies.

  

Enter To Win A New iPad

The contest concludes when The Sarasota News Leader achieves 1,000 “Likes” on Facebook, One winner will be selected at random from among subscribers. Only subscribers are 
eligible to win the iPad, regardless of having “Liked” our page on Facebook. Contest is open only to residents of Sarasota County. Selected winners must provide a valid Sarasota 
County street address to receive the iPad. Contest is void where prohibited by law.

2 Then Like Us On Facebook

When our “Likes” on Facebook reach 1,000, 
we will randomly select one of our subscribers 
to receive a new iPad.

1  Click here to Subscribe 



one number in a charter amendment — from 
90 to 180.

The city charter today allows 90 days from 
the date the first signature is collected to com-
plete a petition drive. To succeed with a bal-
lot initiative, the petitioners need 3,295 sig-
natures, representing 10% of the voters in the 
city who went to the polls for the last at-large 
city election.

Realistically, petitioners must gather many 
more than 3,295 signatures, because – to 
count – each signature must be from a regis-
tered city voter. 

Petition drives are not what they used to be. 
Today, the person standing outside a library or 
in a parking lot with a clipboard in hand may 
not be a local citizen stumping for signatures 
on a topic in which he believes.

Today the person more often is a day laborer 
getting a buck or two per valid signature. In 
this money-driven political environment, that 
makes sense. Why put your supporters in the 
hot sun when you can hire people for peanuts?

In an effort to restore a bit of citizen-driven de-
mocracy to the election process, the Sarasota 
City Charter Review Board proposes changing 

CHARTER CHANGERS

Sarasota County Supervisor of Elections Kathy Dent has been urging voters this year to request ab-
sentee ballots, in large part because of the number of proposed state constitutional amendments and 
City of Sarasota charter amendments the Nov. 6 ballot will feature. File photo

MORE TIME REQUESTED FOR PETITIONERS TO COLLECT SIGNATURES FOR 
BALLOT INITIATIVES
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor



Sarasota News Leader  October 12, 2012 Page 40

An amazing number of people in the area be-
lieve they live in the city of Sarasota when in 
fact they live outside the city’s limits. Their 
signatures do not count on these petitions.

The charter change would push the deadline 
to 180 days from the current 90, providing 
more time for the supporters of a petition 
drive to collect valid signatures.

The charter committee believed giving regular 
citizen volunteers a little more time to pull to-
gether 4,000 signatures (or more) would make 
the task less daunting.

Timing is another question. Which ballot are 
petitioners aiming for? It makes a difference. 
For example, the most recent successful pe-
tition drive was timed for the proposed city 
charter change to go on the high-profile No-
vember ballot, coinciding with the U.S. presi-
dential election.

Traditionally, the presidential election sees 
the highest turnout in the entire four-year cy-
cle. It is also the occasion when voters have 
the least time to devote to local issues. 

This November, the ballot is swamped with 
11 state constitutional amendments and one 
county charter amendment in competition for 

attention (and understanding), along with sev-
en city charter amendments.

However, supporters of a petition drive might 
wish for it to show up on the biennial, city-on-
ly March ballot. While the turnout is drastical-
ly lower for city elections than for presidential 
elections, the focus is on city-only issues and 
candidates. Voters are not faced with so many 
choices at one time, and they can be more de-
liberative with their selections.

By expanding the “petition time” to 180 days, 
the city charter board hoped it would give 
more flexibility to citizen-initiated petitions 
(compared to professional operations). And 
the additional time would allow citizens to 
gather signatures in the cooler months of au-
tumn rather than the blazing summer months 
in parking lots.

Call it the “180-day question.” Voters who be-
lieve the city should allow more time for peti-
tion gatherers to propose a change to the city’s 
charter will vote in favor of this amendment.

Voters who believe 90 days is sufficient for 
any petition drive will vote against this amend-
ment. 
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Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall on Friday eve-
ning. The women candidates were solo; the 
three males brought their wives. The candi-
dates range in age from 46 to 54.

It is almost impossible to conduct a serious 
interview in such circumstances. Many people 
wanted to talk to the candidates, so my ques-
tions were short. For example: In America, 
your car can reflect a little of your personality, 
so I’d ask, “What kind of car do you drive?” 

My second question: “Do you have any expe-
rience with a civilian police oversight com-
mittee?”

The five finalists for the new Sarasota chief 
of police had a whirlwind tour of Sarasota on 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 5 and 6. Three men 
and two women are vying for the opportunity 
to replace outgoing Chief Mikel Hollaway. He 
confirmed this week he will hang up his badge 
on Halloween.

The decision is entirely in the hands of Tom 
Barwin, Sarasota’s new city manager. He an-
nounced Monday, Oct. 8, that he will make his 
decision by the middle of next week.

About 80 people attended a meet-and-greet 
with the would-be chiefs in the foyer of the 

Salvatore Ruggiero

SHOW AND TELL

SARASOTA POLICE CHIEF FINALISTS MEET THE PUBLIC — AND THE PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS
By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
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‘CALL ME SAL’

Salvatore Ruggiero spent nearly 30 years with 
the Tampa Police Department, retiring in Sep-
tember 2011 with the rank of major. While he 
has no experience with a civilian oversight 
board, he did want to talk about a follow-up 
program he devised to make sure juveniles 
under court supervision are going to school 
and returning home. 

Ruggiero is 53 years old and a veteran of the 
Rhode Island Na-
tional Guard. He 
drives a Cadillac 
SRS, one of Amer-
ica’s finest road 
cars.

GREGORY 
ANDERSON

Anderson spent 
27 years with the 
Aurora, IL, Po-
lice Department, 
rising to the rank 
of deputy chief. 
Aurora is Il l i -
nois’ second-larg-
est city. He then 
moved to Comp-
ton Hills, IL, to 
become the vil-
lage’s first police 
chief, establishing 
the department 
from scratch. In 
2010 he took the 

job of chief at the Oak Forest Police Depart-
ment, a town of 28,000.

He helped start a civilian police advisory com-
mittee in Aurora, but he said he did not know 
if it still existed. Anderson is the oldest candi-
date at 54, and he is not a veteran.

He and his wife, Dawn, drive a Hyundai Santa 
Fe SUV and an Infiniti sedan.  

A FOURTH-GENERATION COP

Bernadette DiPi-
no’s father was a 
cop, as was her 
father’s dad and 
his dad before 
him — all cops. 
She’s proud to say 
her daughter car-
ries on the family 
tradition as a po-
lice officer in Bal-
timore, MD.

DePino was se-
lected at age 37 
to be the chief of 
the Ocean City, 
MD, Police De-
partment, a job 
she still holds but 
not for long. 

“I’m in the DROP 
program,” she 
said when asked 
why she aspired 
to be Sarasota’s 
chief, referring to 

Bernadette DiPino
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ken through that glass ceiling; Tonya Vincent 
wants to do so as well.

“I have always had aspirations to be a police 
chief,” Vincent said.

She’s certainly prepared for it. Her 23-year ca-
reer is little short of meteoric. She spent 22 
years with the Arlington County, VA, Police 
Department, rising from the midnight patrol 
beat to patrol commander in 13 years. She 
then ran the human resources office for the 
department and moved on to lead the infor-
mation technology office. The department is 
responsible for the southern border of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

a planned retirement program for government 
employees. 

She owns property near Marco Island and has 
family across southwest Florida. She has held 
every type of police job, from patrol officer to 
detective to SWAT team commander.

DePino drives a Mercedes Benz 350, and she 
has never worked with a civilian review panel. 
At 48, she is the second-youngest applicant 
and she is not a veteran.

CEILING BREAKER

Women police officers are uncommon, and 
female chiefs are a rarity. DePino has bro- Mark and Bonnie Teunis

Gregory and Dawn Anderson
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After serving as the acting deputy chief for 
operations in Arlington, she became the dep-
uty chief of police of Richmond, VA, in 2011, 
overseeing an $82 million budget (the largest 
budget overseen by any of the applicants). 
She holds two master’s degrees — in business 
administration and public administration.

In Richmond, she works with a faith-based 
advisory board, and in Arlington County, she 
worked with a civilian advisory board. She is 
46 and drives a stylish BMW 6-series convert-
ible. Vincent is not a veteran.

THE BRIDESMAID

Mark Teunis is trying very hard to get out of 
Clearwater, where he is a major with that 
city’s police department. He was a finalist last 
year — with Terry Lewis (former acting city 
manager of Sarasota) — for the job of police 
chief in Venice. Teunis also was a finalist in 
August for the chief’s job in Kissimmee.

He has more than 29 years of experience in 
Clearwater, but none with a civilian review 
panel. He has a master’s degree in business 
administration and is responsible for his de-
partment’s $36.4 million budget. He was the 
department representative during the recent 

collective bargaining effort with the police 
union.

He started with the department in 1982 as a 
patrol officer and rose through the ranks to be 
a detective lieutenant then patrol commander. 
The 51-year-old Teunis drives a Nissan Altima. 
He has no experience with a civilian review 
panel, and he is not a veteran.

  

Tonya Vincent chats with Sarasota City Com-
missioner Willie Shaw. Photos by Norman 
Schimmel
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grants, state-level lump sums and direct pay-
ments to affected counties.

Sarasota County will receive a direct county 
payment, but with its vote during the Tues-
day, Oct. 9, regular commission meeting, it 
is also now a member of a 23-county Florida 
consortium, which will oversee how the pot 
of state money will be distributed. The coun-
ty is considered a “non-disproportionately af-
fected” county, because while the 2010 spill 
harmed the local economy, Sarasota County 
was not “directly” affected “by oil product,” in 
the words of County Coastal Resources Man-
ager Laird Wreford.

The Sarasota County Commission this week 
moved unanimously to join a coalition of Gulf 
Coast counties affected by the 2010 Deepwa-
ter Horizon oil spill, giving the county a say in 
how Florida’s chunk of BP’s federal penalties 
will be spent.

The money is being made available through 
Congress’ RESTORE Act, a bipartisan law that 
directs the federal government to distribute 
any fines paid by BP into a variety of pots. 
The Clean Water Act penalties — which could 
total anywhere from $5 billion to $20 billion 
— will be divvied up into a spill liability trust 
fund, scientific research, competitive federal 

Florida counties, including Sarasota, are hoping to reap benefits from the BP fund established to 
assist communities affected by the 2010 Deepwater Horizon disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. Photo 
courtesy Wikimedia Commons

COUNTY VOTES TO HAVE SAY IN HOW BP OIL SPILL FINE MONEY IS SPENT

NEXT STEP WITH RESTORE

By Cooper Levey-Baker
Associate Editor
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The consortium, which was pushed for 
(http://sarasotanewsleader.com/florida-as-
sociation-of-counties-oil-spill-bp) “softly” by 
the Florida Association of Counties during a 
commission meeting last month, will come 
up with protocols for which projects should 
be prioritized and how distribution will work. 
The group also “offers itself as a resource to 
the individual members,” Wreford said, “and 
that’s more of an available resource, not man-
datory.”

“It seems obvious that we need to be a part of 
this,” said Commissioner Nora Patterson, who 
has served as a point person on the project. 
She attended a September Florida Association 
of Counties workshop on the RESTORE Act.

Commissioner Jon Thaxton agreed, joking, “If 
you’re not at the table, you’re on the menu.”

The commission unanimously approved the 
motion to join the consortium, and Commis-
sioner Carolyn Mason nominated Patterson 
to serve as the county’s delegate to the group, 
with Wreford named as a staff alternate. That 
motion also carried unanimously.

“I’m obviously honored that the board has that 
faith in me,” Patterson said, adding that a Tal-
lahassee consortium meeting is already on the 
calendar.

  

Supporters of the Obama/Biden pres-
idential ticket are expected to turn 
out in the thousands for a rally and 
walk across Sarasota’s John Ringling 

Bridge on Saturday, Oct. 20, organizers say. 

A coalition of support groups is organizing the 
walk. 

During a similar event created in 2008 by Janet 
Guttridge and Women for Obama, only 2,000 
supporters were anticipated, but an estimat-
ed 8,000 to 10,000 people showed up, a news 
release says.

“People kept saying, ‘You have to do another 
Bridge Walk!’ We decided just to move ahead 
and make it happen,” says the news release 
issued by 2012 Bridge Walk co-chairwomen 
Joy Sica Naylor and Marilyn Harwell.  

All Obama/Biden supporters are welcome, in-
cluding families and well-behaved dogs, the 
news release says.

Attendees should gather at the intersection 
of Tamiami Trail (U.S. 41) and Ringling Bou-
levard on the Sarasota bayfront no later than 
noon, organizers say, adding, “Dress appropri-
ately and bring only positive signs and water.”

Carpooling, walking and riding bikes are rec-
ommended to reach the site because parking 
will be at a premium.

A bayfront rally will be held at noon, prior to 
the Ringling Bridge Walk, which will begin at 
1 p.m. 

A car caravan has been arranged for those 
who find the walk too challenging, the release 
adds.

For more information visit the group’s Face-
book page, The-Ringling-Bridgewalk-for-
Obama-2012, or email gab2long@gmail.com 
or jdv.devries8@gmail.com.
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building or a new historic district. This marker 
is about an ideal, about courage and freedom.”

And he is right. The marker was put in place 
to celebrate the achievement of a goal, the re-
alization of a dream long wished for and hard 
won.

The marker reads as follows:

BEACH SEGREGATION

Beaches, a cherished asset to Sarasota 
County, were not always welcoming to 
Sarasota’s African-American communi-
ties. Prior to Brown vs. the Board of Ed-
ucation and Rosa Parks’ refusal to give 

On Saturday, Oct. 6, Sarasota County resi-
dents gathered for the dedication of a marker 
at the Lido Beach Pavilion — the 95th such 
dedication in conjunction with the Sarasota 
County Historical Commission, according to 
Ruthmary Williams, chairwoman of the His-
torical Marker Committee.

So maybe one would think the 95th was not 
such a big story, not a big deal.

But as John McCarthy, one of the guest speak-
ers and the highly respected, retired general 
manager of the Sarasota Parks and Recreation 
Department, eloquently pointed out, “This 
marker is different. This marker isn’t about a 

The marker unveiled on Oct. 6 tells a story of struggle and determination. Photo by Scott Proffitt

MARKER DEDICATION A TIME FOR REFLECTING ON HOW SOCIETY HAS 
CHANGED
By Scott Proffitt
Staff Writer

LONG TIME COMING
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up her bus seat to a white patron, citi-
zens of Newtown (the African American 
community located north of downtown 
Sarasota) were campaigning for equal-
ity and a beach of their own. In 1951, 
the same year the county purchased its 
first public beach in Nokomis, Newtown 
resident Mary Emma Jones attended the 
Board of County Commissioners’ meet-
ing to request a beach for the “colored” 
residents. Following voter approval of a 
recreational bond in 1952 that included 
beach acquisition, the county proposed a 
swimming pool in Newtown. Two New-
town activists appeared before the coun-
ty commission in the spring of 1955 and 
stated they believed more people would 
prefer a beach than a pool. That fall, Neil 
Humphrey, president of the local Nation-
al Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People, led several visits of New-
town residents to city-owned Lido Beach 
to show support for a beach and rejec-
tion of a community pool. Participants 
went swimming, took walks, or sat and 
enjoyed being at the beach; each visit 
ended without a major confrontation. 
Neither the county nor the city want-
ed full responsibility for establishing a 
“Negro” beach. Citing severe erosion and 
dangerous currents, the City of Sarasota 
temporarily closed Lido Beach to pub-
lic use and, instead of a “Negro” beach, 
supported building a swimming pool in 
Newtown. The county commission insti-
tuted several committees to locate and 
purchase a suitable beach site; sugges-
tions included properties on Longboat, 
Casey, and Siesta keys, along with cre-
ating a manmade island between Lido 

Odessa Butler and some of her friends enjoy relaxing at Lido Beach after the ceremony. Photo by 
Scott Proffitt
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Youngsters in the Neighborkids of Newtown program, sponsored by SCOPE, play on the beach. Photo 
by Scott Proffitt
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and Siesta keys (accessible by ferry), but 
none gained public approval. In Septem-
ber 1956 The News, a local newspaper, 
made a plea for the county and city to 
stop shifting responsibility and act by 
selecting a beach site, appropriating the 
funds, and making “the beach available 
to the Negro population.” After much 
public debate, a south Venice beach be-
came the unofficial “Negro” beach; the 
round trip from Newtown was over 40 
miles. In November 1957 the city opened 
a community pool at the Newtown Recre-
ation Center. The 1964 Civil Rights Act 
made racial discrimination in public 
places illegal, rendering separate beach-
es unnecessary; however, it would be sev-
eral more years before the area beaches 
were truly integrated.”

 The marker is significant not only as a symbol 
of historical social change, but for one unusu-
al aspect: Though several dates are mentioned 
on it, it offers no specific date the beaches 
became open for all of the people of Sarasota 
to enjoy them.

The change came about as part of a process 
seen across the nation, often with violence 
and with bloodshed. However, Sarasotans wit-
nessed not much more than the occasional 
use of harsh language and the potential threat 
of harm one can see even today between the 
races.

The credit for this social upheaval in Sarasota 
County occurring relatively peacefully can be 
accorded to some very patient and well-spo-
ken but earnest and unyielding members of 

Sarasota County residents and local government officials on Oct. 6 celebrate the dedication of the 
marker. Photo by Scott Proffitt
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the African-American community during those 
trying times.

Sarasota does have a past most residents do 
not like to recall, a past involving slaves, the 
KKK, cross burnings and intimidation and fear 
inflicted upon people based solely on the col-
or of their skin.  

John Hamilton Gillespie, a founding father of 
Sarasota who was sent to the city to try to 
save the Ormiston colony of Scots, not only 
spent his life building and improving the town, 
but he also had an unusually strong penchant 
for the game of golf.

Gillespie employed an African-American 
named Leonard Reid, who came to Sarasota 
in 1900 as a manservant.

“Reid worked with Gillespie in laying out 
Sarasota’s first golf course,” Sarasota County 
Historian Jeff LaHurd recounts, “but [Reid] 
would never be allowed to play golf on the 
course.”

We have a past in which men of color helped 
build our local golf course, but they weren’t 
allowed to play golf.

A whole segment of our population was not 
allowed to eat in local restaurants or use local 
beaches. The resolution or revolution in social 
standing was wrought by people believing in a 
cause, standing fast to their beliefs in a peace-
ful manner.

But at the time of the struggle, many feared 
change.

What led us to that marker dedication on 
Oct. 6 was a recurring issue in decades not 
so long past: a desire by whites — and many 
blacks — to have a separate beach for the Af-

rican-Americans. Finding such a location was 
a source of constant contention among Siesta, 
Lido, Casey and Longboat keys, the city and 
the county.

Perhaps the most significant step in the jour-
ney to beach desegregation was a bold move 
by the local leader of the NAACP, a man 
named Neil Humphrey. With the help of many 
others, he simply encouraged people to get in 
their cars, in an organized caravan, and drive 
out to Lido Beach, swim and hang out on the 
beach.  

This sounds simple and non-controversial, 
but the effort was highly organized. Local Af-
rican-American leaders discussed the plan 
with the county government and with the lo-
cal sheriff. Squad cars led and followed the 
caravans of 100 or so African-Americans to 
and from the beach.

These now famous caravans on Sundays were 
the subject of headlines in the local paper. The 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune in a 1955 article stat-
ed that “Negroes” had “invaded the beach on 
Lido Key.”

Another speaker at the marker event on Oct. 
6 was Odessa Butler.  Her mother, Maxine 
Brooks Mays, was a member of the NAACP.

“She would bring me to sit-ins at the Ligett’s 
at Five Points and at Woolworth’s in Ringling 
Shopping Center,” Butler recalled. “And the 
lunch counters, after a bit, opened up [to Af-
rican-Americans].”  

During the ceremony, Odessa Butler conclud-
ed her remarks in her firm voice: “After 58 
years, the struggle is not over.”

  



conditions allowed for the project, and Com-
missioner Joe Barbetta cast the “No” votes.

“We have received absolutely no testimony 
whatsoever that would provide evidence that 
this is unreasonable and unjust hardship,” 
Thaxton said of the shell driveway the current 
owners of the property want to replace with 
the pavers.

He pointed out that the existing driveway 
situation had been requested by a previous 
property owner and approved by the County 
Commission at that time.

An Oct. 9 staff memo to the County Commis-
sion from Howard J. Berna, environmental 

 After being cautioned by the county attorney 
that they were limited in regard to stipulations 
they could offer, the Sarasota County commis-
sioners voted 3-2 on Oct. 9 to approve a re-
quest for a variance to allow the installation 
of more than 2,000 square feet of pavers for a 
driveway at a Beach Road residence.

However, the commissioners did vote unani-
mously to require that the paver material be 
pervious, as requested by the Siesta Key As-
sociation and the Conservation Foundation of 
the Gulf Coast.

Commissioner Jon Thaxton, who made the 
motion to insert “pervious” into the general 

A Sarasota County staff photo shows the existing shell driveway at 636 Beach Road on Siesta Key. 
Images courtesy Sarasota County

VARIANCE VARIABLES

COUNTY COMMISSION APPROVES POROUS PAVERS FOR BEACH ROAD 
RESIDENCE DRIVEWAY; SNOWY PLOVER NESTING AREA FOCUS OF DISCUSSION
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
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supervisor in the county’s Natural Resourc-
es Department, says county records show a 
1998 Coastal Setback Variance called for “The 
driveway and all ground-level areas [to] be 
composed of crushed shell or other similar 
porous, non-structural materials acceptable 
to the County.”

Additionally, Berna’s memo says, “While land-
scape plants and sod will be disturbed to in-
stall pavers on the northern side of the resi-
dence, no impacts to native dune vegetation 
or dune habitat are proposed.”

The current owners of the house, under the 
aegis of a firm called Saba Sands LLC, applied 
for the new variance so they could create a 
1,116-square-foot driveway on the north side 
of the residence that would allow vehicles to 
pull into the driveway on the south side of the 
house, drive under the structure, which is on 
pilings, and pull out onto Beach Road instead 
of having to back out onto the road, the memo 
says.

Berna’s memo also notes, “The current shell 
driveway on the southern side of the resi-
dence appears to provide space for vehicles 
to back out of the garage area in such a way 
as to not require backing onto Beach Road.”

However, Robert T. Medred of Genesis Plan-
ning and Development in Sarasota, who rep-
resented the owners before the commission, 
pointed out that the distance from the edge of 
the building to the edge of the parking area on 
one side is only  171⁄2 feet.

“In my vehicle,” he said, “I couldn’t even turn 
around.”

He added that every other residence except 
one along that portion of Beach Road, south 

of Siesta Village, had paver bricks or a paved 
driveway.

While the proposal for the variance was con-
sistent with environmental elements of the 
county’s comprehensive plan, Thaxton said, 
it was inconsistent with other aspects of the 
plan.

“Commissioner Thaxton hit the nail on the 
head,” Barbetta said.

“And there is access” to Beach Road, Barbetta 
added. “They’ve been using a shell driveway 
there for quite a while.”

An existing curb cut extends the length of the 
property along Beach Road, Medred pointed 
out, so no curb cut would be needed.

During his presentation, Berna told the com-
mission the owners had cut down three Wash-
ingtonia palm trees that had stood in front of 
the structure. “It is my understanding,” Berna 
said, “that a tree-removal permit would have 
been required for that. … We’re working with 
the owner on addressing that.”

Medred told the commission he had talked 
with the county forester, who had told him 
no permit was needed for the removal of trees 
at an owner-occupied, single-family home and 
that the forester reportedly had talked with 
Berna about the matter.

Nonetheless, Medred said, the owner planned 
to plant a couple of black olive trees and some 
foxtail palms as he revamped the landscaping.

Saba Sands bought the property about nine 
months ago, Medred said.

When Vice Chairwoman Carolyn Mason asked 
about the need for a permit from the Florida 
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Department of Environmental Impact before 
the pavers could be installed, Berna told her 
the owners in this type of situation typically 
sought County Commission approval before 
going to FDEP.

THE FOOTPATHS

During close to an hour of discussion of the 
request, the commissioners also addressed 
questions about the beach access available to 
the owners of the 636 Beach Road property.

Along with requesting that the commission 
require the use of pervious material for the 
pavers, the Conservation of the Foundation 
of the Gulf Coast had expressed a desire to 
limit intrusions into the two oceanfront lots 
it owns adjacent to the Saba Sands property.

Foundation board member Jeff Steinwachs 
and Dr. Allan Worms, a Sarasota Audubon 
member, discussed those lots in public com-
ments before the board.

The Oct. 5 letter the foundation had sent Ber-
na said, “Since 2009, a family of Snowy Plo-
vers, an imperiled shorebird, has nested each 

year [on the foundation’s property on Siesta 
Beach].” The letter adds that only about 200 
breeding pairs of the endangered birds are es-
timated to remain in Florida.

Worms provided anecdotes about the tra-
vails Audubon members experienced over the 
past summer in trying to make it possible for 
baby snowy plover chicks to reach the stage 
of fledging, or flying on their own. Only one 
chick made it to that point this season, Worms 
said.

Steinwachs then discussed the foundation’s 
concerns about pedestrian footpath access to 
the foundation’s property.

Berna, Worms, Steinwachs and Medred took 
turns talking with the commissioners about 
an aerial view of footpaths between the foun-
dation property and the land owned by Saba 
Sands.

Steinwachs and Medred both were uncertain 
about the access available to Saba Sands.

The foundation letter said, “… [W]e are con-
cerned about the effect of any increase in the 

An aerial map shows the location of 636 Beach Road on Siesta Beach.
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intensity of use [of the foundation area] from 
adjacent properties. Aerial images of the Con-
servation Foundation’s property show a prior 
footpath that led from the back of petitioner’s 
property to the beach by way of crossing [the] 
Conservation Foundation’s protected land, al-
though petitioner does not have an easement 
to use Conservation Foundation’s property for 
pedestrian access.”

“Obviously, the most sensible access would be 
through the public access,” Thaxton said, re-
ferring to the public beach, “but I don’t know 
how much of that we can regulate here today.”

“It’s a civil matter, really,” Berna said.

County Attorney Stephen DeMarsh weighed 
in: “I think there are … issues here [regarding 
the foundation’s property] that would more 

properly be the subject of a private discussion 
between the two landowners, and I don’t think 
they’re in the proper place to talk about them 
here.”

Medred told the board he felt the two parties 
“would sit down and talk about [the footpath 
issue].”

He wanted to make sure his client was not giv-
ing up one access to the beach without being 
assured of a second access, Medred added.

In regard to another foundation request — 
that the County Commission agree not to al-
low any future variances on the 636 Beach 
Road property — DeMarsh added, “I would 
advise against that.”
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The only concern about such cafes, she said, 
relates to their allowing people to participate 
in games of chance. “The gambling issue has 
been a big one in Florida,” she added.

Alex Gutierrez, a construction manager and 
entrepreneur who owns about 30 properties 
in Sarasota County, plans to open The Ocean 
Club at 5263 Ocean Blvd., Unit 3 — in the 
same complex as Blasé Café and The Village 
Gourmet — by Nov. 5, he told The Sarasota 
News Leader on Oct. 8.

The business will provide Internet access and 
a fax machine, he said. It also will allow peo-

The president of the Siesta Key Association 
made it clear during the organization’s Oct. 4 
regular meeting that she and her fellow board 
members are not against people using Internet 
cafes.

Nonetheless, Catherine Luckner said, the SKA 
had received one written communication ex-
pressing concern about an Internet cafe that 
is expected to open late this month or in early 
November in Siesta Village.

“You like to find a place where you can get on 
the Internet if you don’t carry your laptop with 
you” when you travel, Luckner said. “Internet 
cafes as a whole — it’s not an issue.”

An Internet café called The Ocean Club is expected to open within several weeks in the same plaza 
as The Village Gourmet and Blasé Café in Siesta Village. Photo by Rachel Hackney

LAYING OUT A POSITION

SKA NOT OPPOSED TO NEW INTERNET CAFE, THOUGH PLANS FOR 
GAMES OF CHANCE WORRY SOME RESIDENTS
By Rachel Brown Hackney
Editor
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ple to buy time to play sweepstakes games on 
the Internet, he said.

Pointing out that the county has a number of 
sweepstakes businesses, Gutierrez added, “I 
think they attract nice people.”

He has been working with a designer for the 
560-square-foot space, he said. “It’ll be a very 
beautiful [facility],” he added.

Although he began planning the business ap-
proximately a year ago, Gutierrez said, con-
struction began only about two months ago.

Sarasota County Planning and Development 
Services records show he applied on July 20 
for a certificate of occupancy for the business.

During the SKA meeting, which had about 
20 audience members, Luckner pointed out 
that “the problem in Florida has been that … 
we have not prevented gambling” outside of 
specific places, such as casinos operated by 
the Seminole Indian tribe and on ships in in-
ternational waters. Concern had arisen, she 
said, about whether Internet games of chance 
should be regulated or banned.

Luckner added that bills filed in past sessions 
of the Florida Legislature, attempting to im-
pose such regulation, had failed.

Referring to the Internet cafe games, she said, 
“Essentially, these … are legal. They’re not 
games of chance.”

People might win a certificate or a chance to 
continue playing, she said.

Almost every Florida county that has tried to 
enact an ordinance regulating such games has 
had the law overturned, she added.

“The cafes sell Internet time by the minute 
or phone calling cards and give customers so 
many entries in a random drawing that are 
loaded onto a card or account,” an April 16, 
2011 Gainesville Sun article says.

A Jan. 17 article in the Jacksonville Business 
Journal estimated about 1,000 Internet cafes 
were operating in the state.

The Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement 
Act of 2006 makes it a violation of federal law 
for a U.S. company to run an online poker 
room for money, according to the Florida Sun 
Sentinel.

During the 2011 legislative session, the Sun 
Sentinel article points out, state Sen. Nancy 
Detert of Venice effectively killed a bill in the 
Senate that would have prohibited simulated 
gambling devices used for game promotions. 
As an advocate for veterans, the article said, 
Detert opposed the bill because she said vet-
erans groups benefited from donations from 
some Internet cafes.

Legislation introduced in the 2012 legislative 
session to ban Internet cafes met opposition 
from lawmakers who said the effort would 
cost thousands of jobs.

Take Your Time
You Have All Week

Enjoy The News Leader Anytime - Day or Night
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However, the initiative had won support from 
law enforcement officials and the Florida 
Chamber of Commerce, the Sun Sentinel ar-
ticle said.

THE REGULATION QUESTIONS

“If there is a concern about [online gambling] 
occurring at all,” Luckner said, “maybe it’s 
something to bring forward in terms of regu-
lation.”

Sarasota County Commissioner Nora Patter-
son, who was a guest at the SKA meeting, add-
ed of the regulation factor, “It’s not that it’s not 
been considered, but communities all over the 
state have not been successful in regulating 
this within the state framework of what we 
can and can’t do.”

Patterson added, “There’s marginal coin in es-
tablishing an ordinance, taking something to 
court, if our attorney’s already telling us we 
can’t make it stick. … So something probably 
needs to be done on this at the state level.”

From the reading she had done about the is-
sue, Luckner said, she expected it would be 
brought up again in the 2013 session of the 
Florida Legislature. “There’s a lot of people 
out there who would like to do something 
about it,” Luckner said.

Regarding The Ocean Club, Luckner said, 
“Our county staff have to go by the [applica-
ble] ordinance and the zoning code as it is 
written” to allow any new business; that was 
exactly the process that had ensued with The 
Ocean Club.

Luckner then reiterated, “[The SKA is][ not 
against people … sitting in cafes using the In-
ternet.”

Referring to The Ocean Club again specifical-
ly, Luckner said, “Our primary concern now 
is making sure people could park if they went 
there,” adding that Siesta Village does have a 
parking ordinance with which new businesses 
have to comply.

Gutierrez told the News Leader county zoning 
staff members were satisfied with the parking 
plan he had presented to them. “I don’t think 
parking’s going to be an issue,” he added.

Asked what hours he planned to have the cafe 
open, Gutierrez said he was not certain yet, 
though he expected the business would not 
open before 10 a.m. Closing time probably 
would be dictated by the demand, he said, es-
pecially on the weekends.
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As part of a statewide celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage Month, Pine View 
high school teacher Lyna Jimenez-
Ruiz and middle school student Mi-

chael Hampton were to receive awards in an 
Oct. 10 ceremony at the Governor’s Mansion 
in Tallahassee, the Sarasota County Schools 
have announced.

Jimenez-Ruiz was to receive an Hispanic Her-
itage Excellence in Education Award and a 
check for $1,500. Fellow Pine View teacher 
Fran Squires nominated Jimenez-Ruiz for the 
honor, describing her colleague as an “amaz-
ing dynamo” and “a master teacher who is al-
ways gracious and positive,” according to a 
school district news release.

Jimenez-Ruiz is a mentor to teachers and stu-
dents, a technology trainer, a site coordinator 

for grading systems and testing programs and 
school coordinator for the district’s profes-
sional development initiatives, among other 
duties, at Pine View, a school for intellectually 
gifted students in grades two-12,.

“This National Board-certified teacher has the 
determination of a prize fighter and the gentle 
touch of an angel when helping me and the 
other members of our staff,” Squires added 
on the nomination form. “Her Hispanic roots 
bring a spirit of family and love to all who 
know her.”

Hampton, a sixth-grader who is one of Squires’ 
Advanced Language Arts students, was to be 
honored as well for being named the Hispanic 
Heritage Month middle school essay winner. 
Michael is among three winners, including el-
ementary and high school essayists, who will 

NEWS BRIEFS

Lyna Jimenez-Ruiz has been honored by Gov. Rick Scott for her work at Pine View School.

PINE VIEW TEACHER, STUDENT WIN HISPANIC HERITAGE AWARDS



Sarasota News Leader  October 12, 2012 Page 60

receive four-year Florida College Plan scholar-
ships provided by the Florida Prepaid College 
Foundation. The students responded to the 
prompt, “Name an important aspect of Flori-
da’s history that has contributed to Hispanic 
heritage and explain the ways it has influenced 
your own life’s success and aspirations,” with 
an essay of 500 words or less.

In his essay, Michael wrote, “Growing up in 
New York, I always associated Florida with 
Mickey Mouse and orange juice. We can thank 
Walt Disney for Mickey Mouse and Juan Ponce 
de Leon for the orange juice. There would be 
no Florida orange juice if there had not been 
Spanish oranges. … Ponce de Leon has an in-
fluence on Florida culture greater than any-
one, even Ponce de Leon himself, could have 
ever imagined.”

He closed his essay with this statement: 
“Many of us set goals for ourselves, wheth-
er it is to do better in a certain subject, or to 
become a major league baseball player. After 
reading about Juan Ponce de Leon, I realized 
it’s not just about accomplishing the goal, 
it’s the journey we take to accomplish it. … 
Florida wouldn’t be anything like it is today if 
Ponce de Leon hadn’t taken the time to simply 
plant some citrus seeds. While Ponce de Leon 
may never know how this simple action cre-
ated roughly sixty-five million commercially 
grown orange trees in Florida today, we can 
still thank him, for he achieved so much more 
than his goal.”

Gov. Rick Scott issued a proclamation de-
claring Sept. 15 to Oct. 15 Hispanic Heritage 
Month in Florida.

Pine View School sixth-grader Michael Hampton has been named the state’s Hispanic Heritage 
Month middle school essay winner. Photos courtesy Sarasota County Schools



Sarasota News Leader  October 12, 2012 Page 61

Donn Patchen has been named direc-
tor of communications and civic en-
gagement for Sarasota County by 
County Administrator Randall Reid, 

the county has announced.

Patchen previously was division manager for 
community information and outreach for Mi-
ami-Dade County.

“Donn shares Sarasota County’s values of pub-
lic service, open communication and civic en-
gagement,” Reid said in a news release.

“His experience will help us create a premier 
communications department that provides 
extensive public information, along with op-
portunities for active citizen participation in 
county government using the latest communi-
cations technologies,” Reid added in the news 
release.

Patchen brings more than two decades of ex-
perience in broadcast media and government 
communications to Sarasota County, the re-
lease notes.

“My entire communications career has been 
focused on serving the public,” he said in the 
release, “and I look forward to leading a team 
that values public service, operates as effi-

PATCHEN NAMED COUNTY COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
ciently as possible and utilizes technology to 
help educate and inform the community about 
the services available in Sarasota County.”

Patchen holds a degree in telecommunica-
tions from Penn State University. He previ-
ously was director of communications for the 
South Florida Super Bowl XLI Host Commit-
tee, assistant director and technical director 
for WPLG-TV in Miami and production spe-
cialist for WLRN-TV in Miami.

In an Oct. 5 email to the County Commission 
about his hiring Patchen, Reid wrote, “He is 
active in social media and has experience that 
will assist us in event coordination, corporate 
branding, better communicating our message 
in multiple venues and enhancing our cable 
utilization.”

Reid added, “We are developing an excellent 
staff of which I am quite proud and look for-
ward to him joining our staff … in [about] 30 
days.”

Patchen’s hiring is conditional upon the suc-
cessful results of a physical examination and 
processing of paperwork, the news release 
says. His starting salary will be $102,003, ac-
cording to county spokesman Curt Preisser.

http://askdrkoval.com
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Sarasota County Area Transit bus 
riders are facing detours this month 
on SCAT Routes 7 and 8 in the Or-
ange Avenue area of the city of Sara-

sota, Sarasota County has announced.

The detours, which began Oct. 8, are expected 
to last through the month because of the city’s 
Orange Avenue drainage project.

SCAT bus stops on Orange Avenue will be 
closed between 17th and 21st Streets. Route 
7 is from Newtown to Northeast Plaza; Route 
8 is from Newtown to U.S. 301.

Route 7 is being detoured at the intersection 
of 17th Street and Osprey Avenue. The de-
tour route will be east on 17th Street, north 
on Gillespie Avenue and west on 21st Street, 

SCAT ROUTES 7 AND 8 DETOURED IN ORANGE AVENUE AREA

then back to the main route at Orange Avenue 
and 21st Street, the news release says.

Route 8 is continuing to serve the Pines of 
Sarasota and the mobile home park along Or-
ange Avenue, the release says. At 17th Street, 
the Route 8 bus is turning east to follow the 
Route 7 detour on 17th Street, then going 
north on Gillespie Avenue and west on 21st 
Street before returning to the main route at 
Orange Avenue and 21st Street.

For both routes, service north of 21st and 
south of 17th Street will not be impacted by 
the detour.

For more information, contact the Sarasota 
County Call Center at 861-5000, or visit www.
scgov.net/scat.

On Saturday, Oct. 13, Dutch Valley 
Restaurant will donate a portion of 
the entire day’s sales to help support 
the American Cancer Society’s war 

on breast cancer.

Among additional activities during the day 
will be a bake sale, a rummage sale and sev-
eral drawings.

DUTCH VALLEY EVENT TO HELP FIGHT BREAST CANCER

From 7 a.m. until 9 p.m. patrons of Dutch Val-
ley will be able to help raise funds for cancer 
research as they participate in drawings for 
a guitar, a Dick Vitale-signed basketball, Vera 
Bradley tote bags, gift certificates to area busi-
nesses and more. 

The restaurant is located at 6721 S. Tamiami 
Trail.

facebook.com/SarasotaNewsLeader

www.scgov.net/scat
www.scgov.net/scat
facebook.com/SarasotaNewsLeader
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The latest beach water samples col-
lected by the Sarasota County Health 
Department and analyzed by Mote 
Marine Laboratory for the algae red 

tide (Karenia brevis) show a marked increase 
over test results from a week ago, the Health 
Department announced late on the afternoon 
of Oct. 9.

The most significant increase for Karenia bre-
vis was found at southern Sarasota County 
beaches, with the highest levels occurring at 
Manasota Beach, a news release says.

People with asthma or chronic respiratory im-
pairments may experience heightened symp-
toms associated with red tide when winds are 
blowing onshore, the release points out.

Sarasota County staff is working with the 
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Work Offender 
Program to remove fish killed by red tide and 
washed ashore on Manasota Beach, Nokomis 

Beach, Venice Beach and Brohard Beach Dog 
Park, the news release says.

County staff members are continuing to in-
spect beaches and respond to reports of dead 
sea life, the release says.

As of Oct. 9, lifeguards were reporting no ef-
fects of red tide on any county beaches north 
of Nokomis Beach, Health Department staff 
noted.

Residents and visitors may check beach con-
ditions before heading out to the beach. The 
Mote Marine Laboratory’s Beach Conditions 
Report is updated at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily. 
Reports may be viewed online at www.mote.
org/beaches. Residents and visitors also may 
register to receive email updates about spe-
cific beaches. For telephone updates, call 
941-BEACHES and press 1 for Sarasota Coun-
ty beaches.
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BMX racers ages 2-5 from around the 
world will compete for a world title 
at Sarasota County’s BMX Track, 
1590 North Tuttle Ave., Sarasota, 

during the 2012 Strider World Championships, 
Oct. 12-15.

This year’s festivities also will include on-
site entertainment by the Radio Disney Road 
Crew, a county news release says.

The 2012 Strider World Championship on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13, will feature racers ages 2, 3, 4 
and 5 from North America, Asia, Europe and 
South America. All racers can qualify for the 
World Championship races by attending qual-
ifying practice on Friday, Oct. 12, the news 
release says.

Spectator admission and parking for the event 
are free. Racer registration before Oct. 12 is 
$25; it includes admission to qualifying events 
and race day. Registration on qualifying day 
is $35.

All registered racers will receive a gift bag 
with merchandise and coupons supplied by 
race sponsors. The bag’s contents are valued 
at $50, the news release notes.

In addition to the World Championship races, 
the weekend will feature family-friendly activ-
ities during the Sarasota Kids Fest:

•	 Free Strider loaner bikes for youngsters 
ages 18 months to 5 years in the Strider Ad-
venture Zone all weekend

•	 The Strider Beach Parade on Lido Beach

•	 A Strider party at Sarasota’s Payne Park

•	 Toddler best trick contest

•	 Adult Strider bike races

“We are thrilled that the 2012 Strider World 
Championships are returning to Sarasota 
County,” said Carolyn Brown, general manag-
er of Sarasota County Parks and Recreation, 
in the news release. “Once again Strider rac-
ers and their families from all over the world 
will come to our community to experience the 
people and places that make Sarasota County 
so special.”

For more information, contact the Sarasota 
County Call Center at 861-5000, or visit the 
Strider World Championships website at 
www.StriderWorldChampionship.com.

STRIDER WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RETURNS OCT. 12-15

www.StriderWorldChampionship.com
http://www.javiersrestaurant.com
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Sarasota County master gardeners 
will hold their eighth annual plant 
sale from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, Oct. 13, at Bee Ridge Park, 4430 

Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota.

In the event of severe weather, the sale will be 
rescheduled to Oct. 14, a county news release 
says.

Admission is free.

The fall gardening event features sustainable 
gardening educational opportunities, land-
scape problem diagnosis and thousands of 
plants available for purchase, the news re-
lease adds.

Horticulturists from the University of Flor-
ida/Sarasota County Extension office will 
provide information about Florida-friendly 
landscaping principles and Florida-friendly 
yard recognitions. Master gardeners will an-

MASTER GARDENERS TO HOLD 8TH ANNUAL PLANT SALE

swer questions and offer recommendations 
for plant choices and plant care, as well as 
discuss other landscaping, lawn and garden 
topics, the news release says.

Participants are welcome to bring plants or 
pests for diagnosis at the Master Gardeners 
Help Desk.

A vast array of native and non-native plants 
will be available, including edibles, trees, 
shrubs, vines, succulents, houseplants and 
many exotics. This year for the first time, the 
event will include a boutique featuring garden 
décor handmade by master gardeners. Only 
cash or local checks will be accepted.

Proceeds from the sale benefit the Master 
Gardener Chapter of the Friends of Saraso-
ta County Parks, supporting educational out-
reach programs and community gardening 
projects in Sarasota County.

Supervisor of Elections Kathy Dent 
is inviting the public to observe the 
logic and accuracy testing of the 
county’s voting and tabulating equip-

ment to be used in the Nov. 6 general election.

The testing will begin at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 
Oct. 17, at the Supervisor of Elections’ Office 
in the Sarasota County Terrace Building, 2001 
Adams Lane, Sarasota. 

PUBLIC INVITED TO ATTEND LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING

Florida law requires each supervisor of elec-
tions to conduct a public test of the county’s 
automatic tabulation equipment and reporting 
software prior to each election to ensure it is 
operating and recording accurately. 

The testing is performed on a random sam-
pling of all the tabulating equipment that will 
be fielded on Election Day, a news release 
says. 

 Take Your Time
You Have All Week

Enjoy The News Leader Anytime - Day or Night
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The Silent Majority, a film highlight-
ing the positive choices that teens 
and college students are making to 
stay drug-, alcohol- and tobacco-free, 
will debut locally at 7 p.m. Wednes-

day, Oct. 17, at the North Port Performing Arts 
Center, 6400 W. Price Blvd., North Port.

Admission is free and the showing — the first 
in Florida — is open to the public, a county 
news release says.

The film was produced and directed by crit-
ically acclaimed producer Leslie Glass. It is 
hosted by her daughter, Lindsey Glass, who 
was a co-author of the script. The moth-
er-daughter filmmaking team are founders of 
Reach Out Recovery, a nonprofit organization 
“dedicated to reframing the national dialogue 
on addiction and recovery,” the news release 
says.

Leslie Glass also produced the film, The Secret 
World of Recovery.

Community initiatives designed to help young 
people to choose good health over getting 
high are featured in the film, including North 

Port Drug Free Youth (D-Fy), Watch Your 
BAC, Teen Court and Road Recovery.

The Silent Majority was first screened in Wash-
ington, D.C., in April; “it already has garnered 
much interest in the locally initiated North 
Port D-Fy and Teen Court,” the news release 
says.

“The film highlights how millions of at-risk 
teens and their families make good choices 
that can be contagious,” said North Port D-Fy 
spokeswoman Monica Becket in the news re-
lease. “NP D-Fy members were filmed during 
one of our sign-up and ‘Tag-It’ events at the 
Morgan Family Community Center.”

Local officials and community members were 
interviewed for the film. Since the start of the 
NP D-Fy in May 2010, more than 1,400 North 
Port teens have signed a commitment to be 
drug-, alcohol- and tobacco-free. Now, sever-
al other communities, including Venice and 
Sarasota as well as several in DeSoto County, 
are forming similar D-Fy chapters, the release 
adds. 

For more information, visit www.silentmajor-
itythemovie.com.  

YOUTH-ORIENTED DOCUMENTARY FILMED IN NORTH PORT TO HAVE 
LOCAL PREMIERE OCT. 17

Enter To Win A New iPad

The contest concludes when The Sarasota News Leader achieves 1,000 “Likes” on Facebook, One winner will be selected at random from among sub-
scribers. Only subscribers are eligible to win the iPad, regardless of having “Liked” our page on Facebook. Contest is open only to residents of Sarasota 
County. Selected winners must provide a valid Sarasota County street address to receive the iPad. Contest is void where prohibited by law.

2 Then Like Us On Facebook
When our “Likes” on Facebook reach 
1,000, we will randomly select one of 
our subscribers to receive a new iPad.

1  Click to Subscribe 

www.silentmajoritythemovie.com
www.silentmajoritythemovie.com
http://facebook.com/sarasotanewsleader.com
http://eepurl.com/nI4R9
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The Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office 
will be outfitting all eight K-9s with 
stab-proof and bulletproof vests, 
thanks to generous donations from 

the community.

The Sarasota Sportsmen’s Association “pre-
sented a significant check” to Sheriff Tom 
Knight and K-9 Dep. Brian Biegel during its 
fall banquet last week, the Sheriff’s Office has 
announced. Other major donors were Glueck’s 
Auto Parts and Dr. Anne Chauvet of Critical 
Care Veterinary Specialists.

The K-9 Unit members also are extending their 
thanks to the Retired Law Enforcement Asso-
ciation of Southwest Florida, Amy’s Pet Pan-
try, Gecko’s, Dr. Donald Lackey and Today’s 
Cut Barber Shop for helping with this effort.

The K-9 vests, which are manufactured by 
Point Blank Body Armor, are specifically 

made for the individual dog’s size and weight, 
the news release says. The vests are utilized 
during high-risk incidents, since K-9 deputies 
respond to all critical incidents and are often 
the first to make contact with suspects who 
are armed and dangerous, the release adds.

COMMUNITY DONATIONS FUND PROTECTIVE K-9 VESTS

(From left) Sheriff Tom Knight, K-9 Dep. Brian Biegel and Dustin Pointer of SSA are appreciative 
of the donations. Contributed photos

K-9 Koa smiles knowing he will be better-pro-
tected on duty with the Sheriff’s Office



Sarasota News Leader  October 12, 2012 Page 68

The Sarasota County Property Ap-
praiser’s Office has received the Cer-
tificate of Excellence in Assessment 
Administration, the International As-

sociation of Assessing Officers has announced.

The certificate rec-
ognizes individuals 
and governmental 
units and individu-
als involved with as-
sessment that inte-
grate best practices 
into the workplace, 
an association news 
release says.

“This challenging 
and rigorous pro-
gram is a self-conducted evaluation of adher-
ence to specific, accepted assessment admin-
istration and appraisal standards as defined 
in the IAAO publication Assessment Practic-
es: Self-Evaluation Guide,” the news release 
adds.

PROPERTY APPRAISER’S OFFICE RECEIVES NATIONAL HONOR

(From left) Richard Horn, Mariale Ryff, Kather-
ine Reardon, IAAO President Debra Asbury, Prop-
erty Appraiser Bill Furst, Brian Loughre and Jim 
Ashburn accept the Sarasota County award. Con-
tributed photo

An article in the Oct. 5 edition of The Sarasota 
News Leader provided the incorrect current 
location of the downtown restaurant Ceviche. 
The restaurant is located on First Street. It 
will be moving to the Mira Mar on Palm Ave-
nue.

The Oct. 5 Siesta Seen article incorrectly ref-
erenced Davidson Plaza on Ocean Boulevard 

The certificate was presented on Sept. 11 
during a ceremony at the IAAO’s 78th Annual 
International Conference on Assessment Ad-
ministration, held at the Kansas City Conven-
tion Center in Kansas City, MO.

IAAO is the lead-
ing nonprofit, ed-
ucational and re-
search association 
for individuals in 
the assessment pro-
fession and others 
with an interest in 
property valuation 
and taxation, the 
news release says. 
IAAO’s mission is to 
promote innovation 

and excellence in property appraisal, assess-
ment administration and property tax policy 
through professional development, education, 
research and technical assistance.

 

CORRECTIONS

in a discussion of the planned Eat Me restau-
rant on Avenida Madera. The parking area that 
will be considered for county compliance with 
the restaurant’s operations is the one just for 
that plaza on Avenida Madera. Sarasota and 
Siesta Key businessman John Davidson also 
owns that property.

 

Press Releases & News Tips
News@SarasotaNewsLeader.com

mailto:News@SarasotaNewsLeader.com
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OPINION

Charter Amendment Providing Timetable 
For Proposed Charter Amendment Refer-
endum; Effective Date Of Voter-Approved 
Amendments.

EDITORIAL This proposed amend-
ment to the Sarasota 

County Charter would allow for referenda on 
changes to the charter to be scheduled at the 
next general election, rather than within 60 
days as currently provided. 

Enacting this change will save county taxpay-
ers hundreds of thousands of dollars in spe-
cial elections costs. It also will result in much 
larger voter participation in these referenda 
as a result of their occurring during a general 
election.

Concerns have been expressed that the delay 
in holding referenda will diminish the abili-
ty of citizens to make timely changes to the 
county charter as a result of citizens’ initia-
tives. However, amending any constitutional 
document (and the county charter is such a 
document) is something that should be ap-
proached by voters soberly and deliberately. 

Having as much as a year or more to contem-
plate fully the ramifications of a proposed 
amendment will result in far more benefit for 
the citizenry than might be gained by a more 
contemporaneous referendum.

We recommend that voters cast their bal-
lots FOR the amendment.

COUNTY CHARTER AMENDMENT SHOULD WIN PASSAGE
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•	 Charter Review Committee General Rec-
ommendations

This proposed “housekeeping” amendment 
addresses a number of issues that have been 
considered by the city’s Charter Review Com-
mittee. However, the inclusion of an amend-
ment to remove the provision for charter of-
ficials and the city finance director to have 
surety bonds is a mistake. That it was cata-
lyzed by the inability of the current city au-
ditor and clerk to obtain the required bond 
— information never provided to either the 
committee or the City Commission by the city 
attorney or others involved in the effort to ef-
fect this change — dictates rejection of the 
amendment. 

That it seeks to absolve the underhanded ac-
tions of several city officials by removing that 
bond requirement is a persistent stain on the 
reputation of the city, and voters would be 
wise to refuse to be a party to their subter-
fuge. 

Admittedly, there are some good recommen-
dations by the Charter Review Committee 
contained in this housekeeping amendment, 
but the failure of the City Commission to ad-
dress the noncompliance of a charter official 
who has been deemed unworthy by bond un-
derwriting firms has irreparably compromised 
this amendment.

We urge voters in the City of Sarasota to 
vote NO on this amendment.

OPINION
CITY OF SARASOTA CHARTER AMENDMENTS A MIXED LOT

•	 Split Office Of “City Auditor And Clerk” 
Into City Auditor And A New City Clerk

This controversial amendment, backed by 
Commissioner Terry Turner and the Argus 
Foundation, would create a so-called “strong 
city manager” by placing the city clerk (and 
many of the clerk’s functions) under the pur-
view of the city manager. It also would create 
a new, separate position of city auditor.

First, the structure of an independent office of 
city auditor and clerk has served Florida mu-
nicipalities very well over the last half centu-
ry. The architects of this structure understood 
the necessity for a series of checks and bal-
ances in the operation of the people’s govern-
ment. No reasonable argument has been made 
by anyone as to why this sagacious structure 
should now be abandoned.

Second, any conflicts with the current city 
auditor and clerk can easily be resolved by 
requiring her compliance with the terms of 
the existing city charter, or by her dismissal. 
Yet, the City Commission has refused to deal 
with this serious matter. Instead, an outside 
organization has foisted this proposed amend-
ment on the voters to further private agendas 
and settle grudges. Such is not the purpose of 
charter amendments.

We urge voters in the City of Sarasota to 
vote NO on this amendment.
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There are five other proposed amendments to 
the city charter:

•	 Super majority vote for certain franchises, 
contracts, leases and pension plan changes

•	 Derivatives prohibition

•	 No Certificates of Participation to be is-
sued unless approved at referendum

•	 Deletion of Alternate Minimum Wage

•	 Citizens’ Initiative Petition to Amend 
Charter, Extension of Time to Obtain Sig-
natures

We find that all five of these proposed amend-
ments would improve the conduct of the city’s 
business or make citizens’ initiatives more 
practicable. We do note, with more than a lit-
tle consternation, that the proposal for a su-
permajority of commissioners is akin to clos-
ing the proverbial barn door after the horse 
has fled. But better late than never.

We recommend that voters in the City 
of Sarasota vote FOR these five amend-
ments. 

OPINION

COMMENTARY Calling all advi-
sory boards! 

Get right with “Sunshine” or move aside.

The City of Sarasota is embarking on a re-ed-
ucation campaign for all of its advisory board 
members because it appears the initial brief-
ings on open meetings and public records did 
not make a lasting impression on them.

In a highly unusual “notice to the public,” 
City Auditor and Clerk Pamela Nadalini has 
announced two huge meetings embracing a 
large number of people.

“Notice is hereby given that one or more Sara-
sota City Commissioners and members of City 
advisory boards may be attending one of two 
training sessions concerning Florida’s Govern-
ment-in-the-Sunshine laws and City policies 
regarding email, internet and intranet usage,” 
the notice reads.

Considering the city has at least 25 advisory 
boards of five members or more each, plus the 
five city commissioners, the mandatory train-
ing sessions could cover 150 or more people. 
Each and every one will be expected to sign 
a document saying he or she has received the 
training and understands the requirements of 

GIT IT RIGHT OR GIT IT GONE

By Stan Zimmerman
City Editor
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OPINION
the open meetings and public records laws, 
including the use of email for public business.

If you would like to tag along and learn more, 
Tuesday, Oct. 23, and Monday, Oct. 29, are the 
dates, with both sessions starting at 2:30 p.m. 
at City Hall.

Florida has some of the most sweeping public 
meetings and records laws in the nation. They 
go under the generic name of “Government in 
the Sunshine.” The rules are simple: You can-
not talk about issues outside formal meetings 
if you might – repeat might – vote on them in 
the future — you cannot discuss them in per-
son, by email or on the phone. 

You also cannot meet without giving the pub-
lic advance notice of when and where you 
plan to convene.

In the past four days, I have witnessed two 
seemingly innocent Sunshine violations. One 
advisory board I covered this week adjourned 
and members left the room. When I left, they 
were in the hallway, still talking about public 
business. I went over and told them to stop. 
They did not seem to know better.

Even more telling was the situation at the 
Coalition of City Neighborhoods Association 
meeting on Saturday, Oct. 6. Two city commis-
sioners were briefing neighborhood leaders 
about proposed charter amendments that will 
appear on the November ballot. On its face, 
this should have been OK. The commissioners 
had already voted to put the amendments on 
the ballot and no longer would vote as a body 
on any of the seven issues — or would they?

After the meeting, a paralegal knowledgeable 
about Florida’s Sunshine laws asked, “What if 
one of these measures fails, and you want to 
put it on the ballot again? Won’t you have to 
vote on it?”

I offer two comments from ”the old days.” Be-
fore public records and official notice were 
the law of this land, government bodies regu-
larly made important and expensive decisions 
in unlikely places. Former City Manager Ken 
Thompson used to load up the city commis-
sioners in his car and drive from place to 
place, pointing out locations for rezoning ac-
tions and other decisions.

City Commission meetings were mercifully 
shorter in those days because the decisions 
were already made. Motion; second; vote. 
Next item? 

The same was true for school boards and 
county commissions across the state. Sun-
shine put an end to all this, forcing commis-
sioners and board members to do their busi-
ness in the public, in front of microphones 
and then cameras.

The change happened decades ago, and you 
would think modern policy makers – people 
with the ability to tax and spend or recom-
mend spending – would swim nicely in this 
new sea of openness. But apparently that is 
not so.

In the past, it was the responsibility of the 
news media to find and publicize Sunshine vi-
olations. But recently, private attorneys have 
been using a provision of the Sunshine Laws 
to seek payment of legal fees for uncovering 
alleged violations and then filing suit. The 
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strategy is bearing fruit by uncovering wrong-
doing left and right.

The city has been clobbered recently by law-
suits over Sunshine questions, and it is build-
ing a very poor track record. Most recently 
was the $7,000 settlement over an ad hoc com-
mittee meeting totally “off the books” – no 
minutes, no notice – and then making recom-
mendations on how to spend $50,000 in public 
art funds. Oops.

And there is the $70,000 settlement after mem-
bers of the Civil Service Board were caught 
talking about a controversial case well outside 
the envelope of Sunshine. The entire board 
was fired to remove any taint on the eventual 
decision. New members were seated and the 
settlement was paid.

Additionally, there’s the current investigation 
into the erasure of emails by members of the 
Downtown Improvement District, erasures 
two members admitted in open session as we 
have previously reported. To quote Homer 
Simpson: “D’oh!”

The icing on this increasingly expensive cake 
is the missing-email debacle that resulted in 
the resignation of City Manager Bob Barto-

lotta in January. Along with the suspension 
with pay of city IT Manager Sandra Coleman 
and the subsequent $150,000 investigation by 
Sylint – which so far has not turned up any 
substantial evidence of wrongdoing – the price 
for this public records issue is still climbing 
— especially if you include Bartolotta’s nice 
severance check and the fact that Coleman is 
still on the payroll. 

This “city investigates self” case could even-
tually cost $400,000 or more.

Altogether, the city in the past fiscal year has 
flirted with half-a-million dollars in needless 
Sunshine-related expenses. The reach has ex-
tended from the top administrative officer to 
the lowest unpaid advisory board members. 
If Sunshine requirements were new, perhaps 
these mistakes would be understandable.

Sunshine is not new. It is an almost half-centu-
ry-old reality of how policymaking should and 
must be done. The City of Sarasota is sliding 
backwards at an increasingly rapid rate for no 
discernable reason. 

Meanwhile, the city is closing restrooms in 
parks because it does not have enough mon-
ey. D’oh!

OPINION

Join the campaign today! 

Keep medical decisions between a 
woman, her family, and 

her doctor. Visit www.VoteNoOn6.com

VoteNoOn6.com 
Paid political advertisement paid for by Vote No on 6, 736 Central Avenue, 

Sarasota, FL 34236.  Distributed in-kind by Sarasota News Leader, 
Post Office Box 5099, Sarasota, Florida 34277.

http://votenoon6.com
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GUEST COLUMNIST
A few years ago I attended a national con-
vention on sales and marketing for consumer 
products in the digital age. At a time when 
Google serves you brand ads that are catered 
to what you’re searching for in real time and 
Amazon knows and tells you what you’d like 
to read next, the persistent theme and advice 
of the many expert speakers was precise: Be 
relevant to your customer or plan for your liq-
uidation sale.

A series of decisions and actions over the past 
year by the Sarasota City Commission caps a 
year of cavalier indifference to citizens, good 
process and fiscal prudence. Amid the chaos, 
there are competing proposals to convert the 
city’s government to either a strong city man-
ager or strong mayor format. The merits of 
either proposal at the moment are trivial at 
best.

The most pressing issue is a practical and 
economic one: If the city is not relevant to 
her taxpayers, and returns less and less to the 
community in spite of an increasing tax bur-
den, then citizens and property owners will 
soon rise up and ask, “Why do we pay for this? 
Do we continue to need a city government 
that is not responsive to citizen needs?”

As a former commissioner and mayor of Sara-
sota who grew up here, it pains me to ask 
these questions. 

A few commission actions from the past year 
to contemplate:

•	Commissioners	discarded,	on	the	fly,	two	
years of work and an investment of more than 
$100,000 in consultants and actuaries who had 
advised the city to move all nonvested em-
ployees into a defined-contribution (401k) re-
tirement program that was estimated to save 
the city up to $227 million over a 30-year pe-
riod.

•	They	ousted	the	past	city	manager	based	on	
an anonymous tip that emails had been delet-
ed. A year into the investigation, no proof of 
criminality has been found in spite of more 
than $150,000 spent on digital forensic work 
and another $250,000-plus in severance and 
paid leave for the city manager and informa-
tion technology staff.

•	Without	prior	advertised	notice,	they	ordered	
the removal of all parking meters. While not 
popular, the meters were generating $60,000 
a month for the city — covering the cost of 
parking enforcement and garage maintenance 
and generating a fund for financing future 
parking space in the city. Again, a multiyear 
public process and $500,000-plus investment 

CITY PLAGUED BY CHRONIC COGNITIVE DISSONANCE

By Kelly Kirschner
Guest Columnist

OPINION
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•	A	recent,	no-bid	sale	of	city	parkland	off	
Fruitville Road was approved by the commis-
sion at a price $1.5 million less than what a 
competing developer was offering the city.

•	A	vote	last	month	eliminated	a	clean	energy	
fund, less than two years after it was created 
by immense citizen participation and input. 
Estimated to generate $150,000 next year (less 
than 0.1% of the city’s annual budget) for ener-
gy-saving investment, the fund has now been 
deemed a luxury we cannot afford.

A refrain heard frequently at public meetings 
from commissioners is, “The city is broke,” or 
“The city is on the verge of bankruptcy.” Such 
statements do little to grow confidence in our 
municipality (with a tax base worth $6.88 bil-
lion), and speak volumes to its chronic cogni-
tive dissonance that obscures commissioners’ 
breathtaking fiscal inconsistency, facing such 
serious financial challenges while also aban-
doning Sarasota’s citizenry.

Kelly Kirschner served on the Sarasota City 
Commission from 2007 to 2011.

was thrown away in minutes, with no fiscally 
responsible alternative to recover the invest-
ment and recapture the revenue. The parking 
meter manufacturer recently offered to pay 
the city 10% of the purchase price to buy back 
the new meters.

•	One	commissioner	incredibly	suggested	
over the summer that the property appraiser 
should drop his lawsuit seeking property tax-
es from Marina Jack. Fortunately, the proper-
ty appraiser pushed on, reaching a settlement 
that means the marina will pay hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in taxes over the remain-
ing three decades of the lease.

•	The	commission	was	confronted	by	a	citizen	
volunteer member of our Public Art Advisory 
Board for having broken the state’s Sunshine 
Law. The city attorney quickly informed the 
commission that indeed the law was broken. 
Rather than apologize to the community and 
assure citizens that this will never happen 
again, the commission attacked the messen-
ger and threatened to shut down the advisory 
board, incurring an additional $7,000 cost to 
city taxpayers.

OPINION

2012 Safe Sex 
Halloween Bash
SATURDAY • OCTOBER 27 • 9PM  

MICHAEL’S ON EAST

www.SafeSexHalloweenBash.com 
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OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Sarasota News Leader 
welcomes letters to the editor from 
its readers. Letters should be no 

more than 300 words in length, and include 
the name, street address and telephone number 
of the writer. Letters should be emailed to  
Letters@SarasotaNewsLeader.com, with  
“Letter to the Editor” in the subject line. 
Letters actually printed will be selected based 
on space available, subject matter and other 
factors. We reserve the right to edit any letters 
submitted for length, grammar, spelling, etc. All 
letters submitted become the property of The 
Sarasota News Leader.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the editor:

I’m still amazed at the dynamic performance 
of Mitt Romney during the presidential de-
bate last week. He’s the most energetic and 
best rapid-pattern salesman that I have ever 
encountered. I should know since I’ve been 
conned by the best of them.

However, here we have Romney, in contrast 
to everything he has been saying over the 
past year, offering us all the good things that 
Obama is offering and also his charming and 
newly moderate self. This could look like a 
pretty good deal. 

Yet we have to wonder, which Romney would 
we get — this new one or the many different 
ones we have come to know? This is a big 
gamble.

We could be stuck with the guy who wants 
to reduce taxes for the rich and put the bur-
den for spending savings most heavily on the 
middle class; the guy who, when no one is lis-
tening in, really does think that 47% of the 
American people are a bunch of free-loaders; 
and who believes that Wall Street bankers and 

all the other high rollers don’t need all those 
pesky regulations that keep them honest. 

And whichever guy we get, the really scary 
thing is his penchant for putting down red 
lines to nations that don’t buckle down to us 
soon enough — before diplomatic efforts have 
had sufficient time to take effect. We have had 
enough wars, lately.

I guess Mitt isn’t such a good deal after all.

Bill Newnam
Venice

SarasotaNewsLeader.com

mailto:Letters@SarasotaNewsLeader.com?subject=Letter to the Editor
http://SarasotaNewsLeader.com
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ture’s pest control in action. Do I worry about 
a collision? Never. 

Two multifaceted eyes wrapped around their 
heads like helmets give dragonflies the ability 
to see in all directions at once, and two pairs 
of wings, each separately powered, provide 
extraordinary maneuverability. Dragonflies 
have been clocked at 90 mph, but their speed 
averages around 30.

Eagles instill flights of fancy in us. Dragonflies 
remind us how earth-bound we are. Back and 
forth, up and down, doing handstands in the 
air, they are aerial acrobats we humans can 
only admire, never emulate. 

Dance, O dragonflies,
In your world

Of the setting sun.
Japanese Haiku, author unknown

It’s been a real Florida summer. Heavy rains 
have flooded fields and filled ditches. “The 
mosquitoes are bad!” people are saying, but 
dragonflies think otherwise. Mosquitoes and 
other pests such as “no see ums” are tops on 
their menu.

On park trails, the dragonflies and I work in 
sync. I attract bugs; they clear them out — na-

The Blue Dasher

DRAGONFLIES DAZZLE WITH THEIR AERODYNAMICS AND COLORS

POETRY IN MOTION

Story and Photos
By Fran Palmeri
Contributing Writer
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The Golden-Winged Skimmer

Leonardo da Vinci tried. Making detailed 
drawings, he based his version of a heli-
copter on them. Even today, the scientif-
ic literature is filled with research on the 
aerodynamics of dragonfly flight.

Dragonflies can be confused with damsel-
flies, which are smaller, more slender and 
weaker fliers. When perching, they keep 
their wings pressed together over their 
backs while dragonflies hold out their 
wings.
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The Scarlet Skimmer

Like birds, some species of dragonfly mi-
grate. Occasionally, large numbers will 
congregate in feeding swarms. If ever you 
are so lucky as to encounter one, stand qui-
etly and enjoy the whirr of tiny gossamer 
wings. Don’t worry. They won’t bite.

Dragonflies are of the order Odonata. 
Sarasota County has 58 species; the U.S., 
around 480. Worldwide there are more 
than 5,600 species. They were around at 
the dawn of the age of dinosaurs, about 
250 million years ago. 
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The Eastern Pondhawk

Adults mate in midair. The female lays 
eggs in or near water and the eggs hatch 
in about a week. The larvae spend months 
or even years in freshwater ponds and 
streams, preying on insects before they 
morph into adults and take to the air. 
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The Halloween Pennant

They live about a month — or a little longer.

Once I met a man who arranged his life around 
dragonflies. He worked four days a week so he 
could spend the rest of the time photograph-
ing them. He had more than 100 of Florida’s 
167 species on his life list — and hoped to 
discover new ones.

Next time you are near a wetland, pond or 
stream, or even the beach, look for these 
beautiful creatures. They come clothed in a 
rainbow of colors and are unparalleled for 
their elegance, grace and agility.

  



in St. Petersburg, fire engines both historic 
and modern, Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office 
Mounted Patrol horses and a Florida Highway 
Patrol car, among others — participants could 
enjoy all sorts of snacks.

The theme of the open house was “Have 2 
Ways Out,” focusing on the importance of es-
cape planning and practice, especially in re-
gard to home fires.

The event was part of the National Fire Pre-
vention Association’s campaign to raise 
awareness about fire safety during Fire Pre-
vention Week, which is Oct. 7-13.

  

About 1,000 people — including lots of young 
children — gathered at the Beneva Road Fire 
Station on Saturday, Oct. 6, to learn all about 
fire prevention and area law enforcement 
agencies.

The event included an unveiling of a World 
Trade Center artifact — a section recovered 
after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the 
United States.

Sarasota County Commission Chairwom-
an Christine Robinson and Mike Tobias, the 
county’s fire chief and emergency services 
director, both spoke during the ceremony in-
volving the artifact.

Along with the displays — including a Bayflite 
helicopter from the Bayfront Medical Center 

TEACHING TACTICS
Candidates to be new Sarasota County firefighters — thanks to training at the Sarasota County 
Technical Institute’s Fire Academy. A Fire Department spokeswoman said all the men took the state 
exam on Oct. 9. Photos by Norman Schimmel

FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE DRAWS LOTS OF FAMILIES TO BENEVA 
ROAD FIRE STATION
Staff Reports

(Front to back) Kiersen Thompson, 
Jesse Price, David Owens, Brian 
Shannon and Austin Murphy.
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Sarasota County Fire Chief and Emergency Services Director Mike Tobias speaks during the unveiling 
of an artifact from the World Trade Center, which was demolished in a terrorist attack on Sept. 11, 2001.
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A close-up reveals details of the artifact from the World Trade Center attack.
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A firefighter demonstrates one of the skills necessary for the profession.
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The food was plentiful for open house participants.
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A Sarasota County Sheriff’s deputy lets youngsters pet one of the ‘members’ of the Mounted Patrol.

A family peers at the electronic gear inside a Florida Highway Patrol vehicle.



ASK OTUS

ABOUT OTUS
Otus Rufous, an Eastern Screech-Owl, was born on Sies-
ta Key and is a full-time resident there. An avid hunter, 
accomplished vocalist and genuine night owl, Otus is a 
keen observer of our local wildlife and knows many of 
nature’s secrets. Otus will answer your questions about 
our amazing wildlife, but only if you Ask Otus.  So please 
send your questions and photos to askotus@sarasotanews-
leader.com. Thank you.

Dear Otus,

Our grandson stayed with us in Sarasota over 
spring break. He and his friends went to a 
BBQ at a farm east of I-75. He said he saw a 
big lizard there in a tree hole. The lizard had 
yellow eyes and blue skin with orange polka 
dots all over it, and when it got dark the thing 
started barking. We found this a bit hard to 
digest, but he’s sticking to what he saw. John 
is an honor student at I.U. and doesn’t make 
up stories. Do you have any idea what it could 
have been that he says he saw? Thank you.

Arthur and Ellen in Indianapolis

Dear Arthur and Ellen,

I commend John for his vivid and accurate 
description of a Tokay gecko (Gekko gecko). 
Yes, yet another exotic invasive and Florida 
non-friendly species of lizard.

When I first learned of the presence of the To-
kay gecko in Sarasota, the word “Tokay” made 
me giddy just imagining the heady aroma of 
that Hungarian dessert wine and I could ac-
tually hear the gypsy guitars’ plaintive invi-
tation to dance by the campfire. But, back to 
reality! This gecko has nothing whatsoever to 
do with Hungary, fine wines or gypsy music. 
It is a large (up to 12 inches in length) lizard 
from Southeast Asia and its onomatopoet-
ic name derives from the male’s springtime 

harsh-sounding mating call “to-kai, to-kai”, 
which explains the “barking” noises John 
heard.

According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC), the Tokay 
gecko established a breeding colony in Flor-
ida as early as 1965. As it is primarily a noc-
turnal lizard, very few people have seen it in 
the wild, which is why you did not recognize 
it from John’s description. Here is a photo of 
one taken on the beautiful grounds of Marie 
Selby Botanical Gardens.  

FWC also reports, “A cornered gecko will of-
ten aggressively bite an attacker and hold on 
tenaciously.” That’s an understatement! Even 
dealers in the exotic pet trade warn prospec-
tive buyers that the Tokay gecko requires a 

THIS GECKO PROVES FAR AFIELD 
FROM FINE WINE

A Tokay Gecko peers out from its hiding 
place at Selby Gardens. File photo



death hold that can last over an hour. Yes, it 
can clamp down on your finger for an hour or 
more. Ouch! Fortunately, you have company 
to open that bottle of Tokay and load Liszt’s 
Hungarian rhapsodies into your Bose system 
while you wildly jump up and down yelling, 
“Get it off of me!” — behaving as though you 
were not quite in control of the situation.

My advice on removing a tenacious Tokay 
gecko from your finger: At home, go to the 
nearest sink, fill it with water and submerge 
your gecko-enhanced digit in the water until 
the gecko releases it. You can also use the toi-
let bowl but remember NOT to flush or you 
will lose your pet.  

In the wild (i.e., east of I-75), if you foolishly 
poke your finger into its lair and are bitten, 

do NOT go anywhere 
near a body of wa-
ter and submerge the 
gecko! If you do, an 
alligator might snap it 
up and you would be 
found in violation of 
Florida State Statute 
372.667 (feeding or 
pretending to feed an 
alligator) and subject 
to a $500 fine or jail 
time. Just sit back, re-
lax for an hour or so, 
and enjoy communing 
with nature.   

Thank you for your 
question. To you and 
all Hoosiers, I say, “Go 
Big Red”!

Otus

knowledgeable and experienced reptile han-
dler.

Many responsible exotic reptile pet owners 
eventually are forced to release their beloved 
tegu, iguana or Burmese python into what 
they perceive to be “the wild” because they 
can no longer maintain it, physically or finan-
cially. In the case of the Tokay gecko, owners 
are actually deliberately releasing it in their 
homes, garages, even offices, as an eco-friend-
ly cockroach exterminator. No poison sprays, 
no toxins; just a “green” gecko that eats cock-
roaches — but one which also devours our 
native anoles, frogs, snakes and small nesting 
birds.  

There go our Palm warblers and corn snakes. 
Eco-friendly? My tail feathers!

I’ll now return to the 
fun part of owning and 
bonding with your To-
kay gecko and elab-
orate on the FWC’s 
report of the Tokay’s 
tenacious defense 
strategy when threat-
ened.

Imagine that your 
eco-friendly cock-
roach exterminator is 
running loose in your 
home. Friends stop by 
and you want to show 
off your prized To-
kay gecko. You chase 
it around the house 
and finally corner it. 
When you reach out to 
pick it up, it lunges at 
your finger and bites 
it with a rat-trap-like 

A sign cites a state statute in warning 
against feeding alligators. File photo



John Legend, who was scheduled to play at 
the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall on Friday, 
Oct. 19, has postponed his upcoming tour to 
finish work on his new studio album, the Van 
Wezel has announced.

Legend used social media last week to tell his 
fans his tour would be postponed until 2013, 

The Church of the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Ave. 
in downtown Sarasota, invites members of the 
community to its Solemn Evensong on Sun-
day, Oct. 21, at 5:15 p.m. in honor of the late 
Dr. Daniel T. Moe, the church’s longtime com-
poser-in-residence. 

Members of the American Guild of Organists 
and the choirs of the Church of the Redeemer 
will present Moe’s Cantata of Peace for organ 

Daniel Moe/Contributed

ARTS BRIEFS

EVENSONG TO HONOR CONDUCTOR/COMPOSER DANIEL MOE
and trumpet (with Andy Kemp, trumpeter); 
Dr. Richard Storm will provide the narration.

Moe’s composition of Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis also will be performed.

A freewill offering will be accepted to help 
defray expenses. For more information about 
the Church of the Redeemer, visit www.re-
deemersarasota.org or call 955-4263.

LEGEND POSTPONES UPCOMING TOUR
to coincide with the release of his forthcom-
ing album, Love In The Future.

In a website posting, Legend wrote the fol-
lowing:

“As you all know, I’ve been working on 
my new album, Love in the Future, with 

www.redeemersarasota.org
www.redeemersarasota.org
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Kanye and the rest of my creative team 
for a while now. I planned to release the 
album this Fall and go on tour to per-
form new songs from the album. We an-
nounced the dates before we’d finished the 
album because we were sure we’d finish 
the album in time. But, unfortunately, 
while the creative process has been excit-
ing and I’m pretty certain we’re going to 

The Players Theatre, Sarasota’s award-win-
ning community-based production company, 
has announced that Joanna Brown of Sarasota 
has agreed to serve as honorary chairwoman 
for “A Night to Remember” on Saturday, Nov. 
3, at Michael’s On East. 

“A Night to Remember” will combine a din-
ner party and entertainment to benefit the the-
atre, a news release notes. 
During the evening, The 
Players will honor “some 
of the pioneers who gave 
life to their stage” during 
the theatre group’s first 
60 years, the news release 
adds. 

The Players began with a 
season of one-act plays in 
1930. 

Artistic Director Jeffery 
Kin says in the news re-
lease, “Joanna is a perfect 
example of The Players 
impact on the people in 
our community.”

Joanna Brown Contributed

deliver the best album of my career so far, 
the timing hasn’t adhered to the schedule 
I originally envisioned. In other words, 
we’re not done with the album.”

Anyone who has purchased tickets may call 
the Van Wezel box office at 953-3368 for infor-
mation regarding a credit to another perfor-
mance or a refund.

HONORARY CHAIRWOMAN NAMED FOR ‘NIGHT TO REMEMBER’
Although a classically trained singer, she had 
had no stage experience beyond high school 
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas. Still, she start-
ed at The Players, circa 1975, appearing in 
Damn Yankees, Man of La Mancha, Phila-
delphia Story and Harvey, the release says. 

“With her successes at The Players she ap-
peared at other local venues,” the release adds, 

before earning her Actors’ 
Equity card and heading 
to New York. There, she 
performed with The Riv-
erside Shakespeare Co., 
The Shaw Project and Oa-
sis Theatre Co.; appeared 
in films and commercials; 
and did voiceovers, books 
on tape and radio for 21 
years, until health issues 
dictated that she retire, the 
release adds. 

She returned to Sarasota 
in 2005. 

“I’ve always been grateful 
for my time at The Play-
ers,” Brown says in the 
release. “My experience 
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there gave me the courage to pursue what 
turned out to be a modest career in profes-
sional theatre. The people I met along the way 
have become some of my dearest friends.” 

“And whenever possible, I’ve always given our 
beloved community theatre credit,” she adds.

Tickets to “A Night to Remember,” which are 
$150 per person, are available at The Players 
box office or by calling 365-2494. The event 

The FSU/Asolo Conservatory for Actor Train-
ing will present Twelfth Night by William 
Shakespeare Oct. 30 through Nov. 18 at the 
Cook Theatre in the FSU Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 5555 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.

In Twelfth Night, a young woman who finds 
herself adrift in a foreign country masquer-
ades as a boy to keep herself safe. The only 
problem is that she finds herself falling head 
over heels in love with her new employer, a 
wealthy young man who decides to send her 
as an emissary to his own beloved. “One of 
Shakespeare’s best-known comedies, full of 
music, laughter and the high drama of young 
love, this production stars the entire sec-
ond-year student class of the FSU/Asolo Con-
servatory for Actor Training,” a news release 
says.

“Twelfth Night is Shakespeare’s greatest com-
edy as far as I’m concerned,” says Greg Leam-
ing, director of the FSU/Asolo Conservatory 
and director of this production, in the news 
release. “It’s so full of humanity, life and, like 
all really great comedies, a certain amount of 
pain.”

will be held at 6 p.m. on Nov. 3 at Michael’s 
on East, located at 1212 East Ave., Sarasota.

The Players recently launched a search for 
stage veterans from its first 60 years to honor 
in November, the release adds. Anyone who 
appeared on The Players stage during that 
time period, or anyone who knows how to 
reach such persons, is asked to contact Mi-
chelle Bianchi Pingel, managing director, at 
365-2494.

FSU/ASOLO CONSERVATORY TO PRESENT TWELFTH NIGHT
Leaming adds that the production “is perfect” 
for the second-year Conservatory students.

“It’s about misplaced love and overindulgence 
of every kind — from alcohol to passion. And 
it involves truly desperate characters — the 
perfect soup for a company of young actors,” 
he says. “We’re taking a very contemporary 
approach that will be accessible to everyone, 
but I’m sure it won’t lose one bit of Shake-
speare’s heart, and of course, his sense of hu-
mor.”

Tickets are $29 for evening performances; $28 
for matinees. Students receive a 50% discount 
with an advance ticket purchase.

Tickets may be purchased at the Asolo Reper-
tory Co.’s box office at the FSU Center for Per-
forming Arts; for information, call 351-8000.

On Tuesday, Oct. 30, at 7:30 p.m., audience 
members are invited to attend a production of 
Twelfth Night and pay whatever they feel they 
can afford for a ticket. These special tickets 
are available only on the day of the perfor-
mance, the news release points out.



ComMunity 
CALendar

T h e b est o f t h e u pc o m i n g w eek

To get all the details on these and other great ac-
tivities — food, nightlife, music, art, theater, chil-
dren’s events, learning opportunities and more 
— go to Sarasota’s No. 1 source for local events, 
hot spots, fun activities and hidden gems:

12
OCT

Ringling International Arts Festival
Oct. 12-13, Ringling Center for the Arts, 5401 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota.
Tickets: Historic Asolo Theatre Box Office, 360-7399; www.RinglingArtsFestival.org.

13
OCT

Oktoberfest in Southside Village
Oct. 13, 1 to 9 p.m., 1830 S. Osprey Ave., Sarasota; free, with live music, German 
beers and food for sale. Wear your Bavarian tracht and bring a lawn chair. For more 
information, call 906-7771.

14
OCT

Sunday After Brunch Soiree
Sheryl Needle Cohn will present her novel, The Boy in The Suitcase, at 1 p.m. Oct. 
14 at Bookstore1Sarasota, 1359 Main St. The novel offers a unique approach to a 
Holocaust story. For more information, visit www.bookstore1sarasota.com or call 
365-7900.

14
OCT

WSLR Fifth Annual Beach Bash
Oct. 14, 3:30 to 7:30 p.m., featuring DJ Haile Burke, Ukumelee and Villanova Junc-
tion at the gazebo south of the public concession on Siesta Key Beach. Free admis-
sion; bring potluck dishes to share, plates/utensils and beach chairs; 894-6469.

14
OCT

GartenFest Fall Music Series
Oct. 14, 21 & 28, 1 to 3 p.m., Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, 811 S. Palm Ave., 
Sarasota. Admission: free for members; non-members: $17, adults; $6, children ages 
6-11; 366-5731.

19
OCT

Meet the Artists at Art Uptown Gallery
Oct. 19, 6 to 9 p.m., featuring Cecile Moran and Patricia Sorg at 1367 Main St., 
Sarasota; www.ArtUptown.com or call 955-5409.

21
OCT

Poetry Open Mic
Sunday, Oct. 21, 2 p.m.: Readings by local poets Maureen Donovan, John Foster, 
Barbara Lupoff and Jesse Millner. More information at www.bookstore1sarasota.
com or call 365-7900.

http://thisweekinsarasota.com
www.RinglingArtsFestival.org
www.bookstore1sarasota.com
www.ArtUptown.com
www.bookstore1sarasota.com
www.bookstore1sarasota.com


SCHIMMELSIGHTINGS

Each week, Staff Photographer Norman Schimmel searches Sarasota County for iconic shots that underscore 
why the community is a favorite with residents and tourists alike.

A PROGRESSION OF 
PRINCELY PLUMAGE
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